
PAW PRINTS

and treated injuries he sustained while on the run,
including a deep laceration on a paw pad. Only days
later Penny was humanely trapped by kind
samaritans after being continually spotted in the area
of a local campground. Penny was treated for ticks,
cactus spines in her leg, open sores, and tapeworms
after being evaluated by our staff team. To our
surprise, the very next day Arizona was brought to
AVHS also thanks to the dedicated effort of
community members who took the time to set a
humane trap to bring her safely to AVHS. Staff was
overjoyed to see the personalities of these initially
shy dogs begin to shine as they settled into the
shelter routine. While in the care of AVHS all three
dogs were spayed or neutered, microchipped, and
brought up-to-date on vaccinations. I am happy to
report that each have since found loving homes!
From all of us at AVHS, we THANK YOU! We could
not do this without you. With summer ending and the
aspens already giving our valley a magnificent show,
we hope for a long and colorful fall season full of
giving thanks! 
Sincerely,

Nikki Ritter
AVHS Executive Director 1
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Inside Scoop...
At AVHS the summer concluded with an overwhelming
sense of gratitude as we not only met, but surpassed our
goal to raise $33,400 in the month of August! These
critical funds, raised thanks to the incredible support of our
community, will make a lasting difference to animals in
need. Many cases brought to our staff throughout summer
further highlight how our work would not be possible
without such dedicated involvement by all of you.
A stray blue lovebird was recognized to be out of place
and brought to AVHS by kind samaritans after being found
along the roadway near McDonald’s. His owner was so
grateful to be reunited with his beloved bird, who he was
unsure he’d ever see again.
18 litters of kittens were brought to AVHS to begin their
journeys towards adoption, the majority of whom were   
strays found by community members. This brought year-
to-date totals up to 108 kittens received so far! Wow!
Three dogs arrived at AVHS within a one week period
after having been caught in humane traps–all too fearful to
willingly approach the kind samaritans looking after their
welfare... 
Community members rallied around the aptly named
“Drifter” when he was posted online as a stray. Seen
wandering for a period of time and due to his skittish
nature, local community members set a humane trap in
the hopes of catching him. Fortunately the trap worked
and Drifter was brought to AVHS. Our staff evaluated him 

DRIFTER
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Happy Tails Photos! 
Thank you to everyone who adopted an animal this summer!
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Thank you to our sponsors for supporting our first-ever Free Community Microchip/
Pet ID Clinic. In 2023, Ark-Valley Humane Society helped reunite 185 lost animals
with their families. One of the first things AVHS staff is trained to do when a lost
animal arrives at the shelter is check for ID tags and scan for a microchip. 

Thanks to the many participating community members, we were able to provide 37
Pet ID tags and 32 microchips. We hope by offering this clinic, even more pets will
have up-to-date tags and microchips so that lost pets can be quickly reunited with
their loving families. 

Free Community Microchip/Pet ID Clinic 
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Movie Night at the Comanche Drive-In

Thank you to our Premier Sponsor:

We had a blast at our 4th Annual
Movie Night at the Comanche Drive-In!
Thank you to everyone who bought a
ticket and showed up to watch Balto
with their friends, family, or four-legged
companions. We raised $2,460 that
will benefit the homeless pets of 
Ark-Valley Humane Society!

Thank you to our Film Lover Sponsors!
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We are incredibly grateful to the DiscoveryBound NLC with Adventure Unlimited
Ranches group for their tremendous help at the shelter. Each day, around 15 amazing
kids dedicated their time and energy to weeding our Memorial Garden and Meet     and
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Volunteer DiscoveryBound NLC with 
Adventure Unlimited Ranches Group Visits

August Matching Campaign 
Generous donors Junia & Bill Fitzgerald, Judy Hamontre, Donna Hassinger & Stephen
Williams, Sarah & Bob McMahon, Cindy & Mike Newell, Ruth & Greg Phillips, and Tom
Purvis challenged YOU to help raise crucial funds for Ark-Valley Humane Society by
pledging to match every monetary donation in the month of August, dollar for dollar, up
to $16,700! You answered the challenge and helped raise $56,719.79 for the animals
of AVHS! We are overwhelmed with the generosity of our community. Donations help
us serve the homeless pets of Chaffee County and beyond. In addition to supporting 
the community through our stray
intake, relinquishment, and adoption
services, we also offer a myriad of
pet-retention services.  So far in
2024 we have served over 1,251
animals in need. From the bottom of
our hearts, thank you for allowing us
to do this work, your support makes
all the difference!

Greet Dog Yard, cleaning and
breaking down airline kennels, and
sorting cat and dog food donations
in preparation for distributions to
local pet owners in need. Their hard
work and dedication made a
significant impact on our shelter. We
are so thankful for their support and
kindness!
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To become a legacy society member visit ark-valley.org/legacy/

_________________________________
__

Nikki Ritter,
Executive Director

Krissy Zic,
Operations Manager

Casey Hampf,
Outreach Manager

Taylor Williams,
Assistant Manager

Michele Crago,
Bookkeeper & Admin Support

Abbie Fritz, Medical & Transfer
Coordinator

Kiersten King, Volunteer & 
Foster Coordinator

Caleb Awe,
Animal Care Technician

Desiree Bator,
Animal Care Technician

Shelby Goehl,
Animal Care Technician

 Olivia Houghton,
Animal Care Technician

Dave Dolph,
Canine Care Technician

6

Allison Gergley, Chair

Judy Hamontre,  Vice Chair

Sarah McMahon, Treasurer

Angie Burgess, Board Member

 Denise Washer, Board Member

Board of  Directors

S t a f f

N U M B E R S  T H A T
C O U N T

A n i m a l s  A d o p t e d

L o s t  A n i m a l s  R e t u r n e d  t o
O w n e r  

A n i m a l s  I n  F o s t e r

N u m b e r  o f  A n i m a l s  H e l p e d
t h r o u g h  o u r  C o m m u n i t y
P e t  F o o d  P a n t r y

JUNE -  AUG  RECAP

FALL NEWSLETTER |  2024

106

Thank you to our Grant Funders!
These foundations provide support for our services and programs

Petfinder Foundation

Ray Foundation

Alice N Jenkins Foundation

The Mary Elizabeth Bates Foundation

Petco Love

75

255

71

Legacy Society Members

Debbie M.
Jack and Lulie Melton
Judy H﻿.

John & Cindy Dykins
Lynda Walters 
Sally Mather & Greg Mihalik 



Thank you, Summer Donors! June-August

7

7000 Feet 
The Kersting Team/First Colorado
Lane Office 
KPMG Gives/ United Way 
High Country Bank - Buena Vista 
Collegiate Peaks Bank 
Your Best Friends' Mobile Vet - Dr.
Beth Ritchie 
Oveja Negra 
Helene Watson, LPC, LLC 
Animal Care Center 
K's Dairy Delite 
Always Azul Pottery 
Anupa Wellness 
Tracks Software 
Valley of the Sun United Way 
Y & K Excavation, Inc. 
META Payments 
Kroger 
Colorado Pet Overpopulation Fund 
PayPal Giving Fund 
Lincoln Benefit Life - Mary Ann
Banach 
Sherri's Helping Hand 
First Colorado Land Office 
Heart of Colorado FiberArts x 
Beauprez Family Charitable Fund 
Selix Law 
Moonlighter Mobile Entertainment 
Two & Four Chiropractic 
Masa 
Comanche Drive-In Theatre 
Marine Corps League 1420 
Colorado Mountain Solar 
Bank Of America Lynda Walters Fund 
Adam Nelson
Adelaide Leavens
Adele Alfson
Alana Godina
Andrith Davis
Angela Burgess
Angie Reed
Anita Powers
Ann & Henry Klaiman
Ann & Mark Carter
Anne Parker
Annette Dickinson
Anonymous Donor
Anthony Risicato
Anya Wolterman
Barb Scheidegger CPA
Barbara Behmer
Barbara Clark
Barbara Edwards
Barbara Westphal
Becky & Scott Leonard
Bernal Reneer
BetteLee Henry
Betty Walters
Betty Kaspar
Bill & Junia Fitzgerald
Bob Daniel
Bob & Kate Garwood

Brent and Brandi Veltri
Brett Mitchell
Brian & Bonnie Davis
Brian and Patricia Cooke
Bridget Hurley
Bryn Geddes
Buffie Elizabeth Clarke
Burl Gibson & Annette Dickson
Butch and Rhonda Butler
Candace Weiss
Cara Madee
Carl & Rosanne Pearson
Carl J. & Jane M. Reno
Carol Ahuna
Carole Robinson
Caroline Champe
Cary Carlson
Cassondra Franco
Catherine Sides
Celia A Lagreca
Charles Hankins
Charles Verhoeven
Charles & Denise Washer
Cheryl Byler
Chris Floyd
Chrissy Long
Christina Connett
Clara Parker
Colleen Wheelock
Collen Hayes & Bill Fitzgerald
Cortiney Bradley
Cristy Carothers
Csilla Depue
Curt and Katie Ogurek
Cynthia & Tom Bement
Dale Hoffman
Dana Diehl
Daniel May
David Desautels
David & Amy McCrary
David & Arlene Aldrich
David & Karen Monroe
Dawn Klco
Dawn Rehbein
Deanna Garnett
Debbie Jackson
Deborah McCaleb
Debra Briggs
Debra Stein
Dee Ann & Charles H Troutman
Della & Tom Sullivan
Dellina Strelow
Denise Hammel
Denise Bjorgaard
Dennis Boydston
Dennis & Brenda Dempsey
Donna Hassinger
Ed & Teresa Swartley
Eliza, Eloise and Sadie Hall
Emily Loyd
Emily Duncan
Emma Birath

Your contributions to AVHS are invaluable to the lifesaving work we do everyday. The animals we help everyday have a second chance at life because of you.

Over the Rainbow BridgeHuman Memorials

Louper
Louie
Lucy
Maisy
Mala Lothamer
Mali
Manny
Maya Stroud
Monty kitty
Ms Pinon
Noche&Chiquita

Dave Williams
Fran Miller
Garnett Friends
George W. Blake

Alan Millis
Bill Hodgins
Brenda L Martinez
Cecile LaRue Young

In Kind Superstars:
Rocky Mountain Lumber
Heart of the Rockies Radio News

Chloe Hampa
Claire
Cookie and Dulcie
Cooper
Daisy Maloney
Daisy Rau
Demon
Eddie
Eddie Leary
Ellie Mae Weeks
Elsa Boehmke

Harper King
Iris Landess
Izzy
Jack Billings
Jasper Godde
Jigsy
Latte Ziperman
Leroy Brown Weisenhorn
Lexi
Lily Brooks
Lily Steiner

Pet Memorials

Jerry Mallow
John Sulley
Laurie Louise Walters
Norm Wheelock

Feather Bokker
Felicia A & Timothy R Glenn
Frankie Lee Hankins
Frederick Henderson
Gary Danhauer
Ginger Green
Gloria & Irving Broudy
Harold & Judy Starbuck
Heike Petersen
Helga Adasz
Honor Scherbarth
Honora Roberts
Jaime Lamp & Marcus Klump
Jamie Page
Jamie Leighton
Janet Mallow
Janet Duke
Jean Wilcox
Jean Ann McPhetres
Jeanna Baitlon
Jeannie Gordon
Jeannie & Chris Nachtrieb
Jeffrey Kerridge
Jen Cousins
Jenni & Dan Evans
Jennie Ridgley
Jerald and Diane Mounts
Jeremy Krueger
Jerry and Elizabeth Miller
Jill Orthel Connaghan
Jim Thompkins
Jim and Kathy Achatz
Jo Caissie
Jo Paschall
Jo Ann Rzeppa
Jo Ann Winter
Joan & Cindy Lawrence
John Cranford
John Hill
John Reinmuth
John Allen
John & Marilyn Coleman
John and Anna Howard
John P., Elizabeth A. White
Judith Kratky
Judith Page
Judith Dockery
Judy Leaming
Judy Hamontre
Judy Lore
Julia Ambrose
Julie & Dennis Weber
Justine Witherspoon
Karen Timbrell
Karen Watkins
Karen Smith
Karen Kenney
Karen Moore
Karen & Gary Masden
Karen & Jeorge Hasselbrink
Karen & Joseph Lyczak
Kate Spring

Schaler Family
Scott & Nancy Jones
Shari McNeill
Sharilyn & Paul Braly
Sharon Schutz
Sharon Pikul
Sharon & Alfred Peck
Sharon Jahr & Betty Bracewell
Sharry Reid
Shawna Paulin
Sheila Hellen
Shelley Mayer
Sherri Hamilton
Sherry Peroreauville
Shirley & Phillip Pekala
Stephanie & Richard Rafferty
Stephen White and Pattie
Baucom
Steve Duhaime
Steve Carlson
Steve & Viva Borbas
Sue Fosseen
Sue Korthauer
Sue Armijo & Roger Miller
Sunny Day
Susan Kyle
Susan Knippa
Susan Hess
Susan Sulley
Susan Roser
Susan & Mark Ney
Susan and William Frensley
Tanya Bealmer
Terri & William Mantia
Terry and Mary Ann Williams
Thala Wilson
Thomas Waters
Thomas Fisher
Thomas & Gail Clark
Thomas & Jolene Weir
Thomas & Mary Jo Small
Tom Purvis
Tom and Francie Bomer
Tom and Nancy Repine
Travis Hill
Travis & Candy Minke
Tricia Nickerson
Veronica Dice
Vicki Berman
Viginia & Willie Travnicek
Wayne Goad
Wendy Thompson
Will Kay
William Harkcom
William Graeber
William Dorfeld
William & Esther St. James
William & Nancy Brunell
Yvonne & Kent Higgins

Opie Woodyard
Paddy
Paris
Pinto Bean
Prince, Pookie, & Lil Bit
Princess
Remington Ail
River
Sammy
Sammy and Bob Nelson
Sarah

Mary Ann & Kent Davidson
Matthew & Amy Nuckols
Matthew & Leslie Monagle
Mellisa Ravenwood
Merilee Daugherty
Michael Haynes
Michael Miller
Michelle Knoerzer
Michelle Piontek
Mike Whalen
Mitchell & Susan Wolfe
Molly Hokkanen
Nancy Taylor
Nancy Hollen
Nancy Bowsher
Nick Daugherty
Olen Kalkus
P David Adams
Pam Ponsetti
Pamela Jensen
Paula and Mike Wilder
Pauline Lagreca
Peggy Marine
Peggy Jean Allen
Phyllis Waye
Quinn & Julie Macleod
Randal & Elizabeth Amettis
Richard Yobak
Richard Kenshalo
Richard & Jane Shoemaker
Rick and Connie Cameron
Roaalee Hall
Robert Newsom
Robert Reber
Robert Pierron
Robert Engel
Robert & Kimberly Schork
Robert & Mardelle
Vonderohe
Roberta Hoy
Robin Martini
Ron & Gaylene Stevens
Ronald & Janet Regenold
Roxanne Clark
Ruth Long
Ruthann Schoeffield
Sally Mather
Sally Griego
Sandra Miller
Sandra Starnaman
Sandra Egan
Sandra Lukas
Sara & Bill Rider & Harwell
Sarah Conrad
Sarah & Bob McMahon
Sasha WangerowPo

"Hi there, I'm Bean, I’m available
for adoption at AVHS! I wanted
to thank everyone who donates

to AVHS-you're helping so
many animals just like me find

loving homes!"

Kathleen Campbell
Kathy Brown
Kathy and Arthur Buono
Katya & Rob Jolly
Kay Litz
Keith and Kay Krebs
Kelley Martha
Kelly Doke
Kelly C Jesse
Kelsey Kirkwood
Ken Woodard
Kevin & Deborah Wallace
Kim Marquis
Kim Kitchen
Kimberly Garbacz
Kristine Brands
Larry Dusza
Larry Woodard
Larry and Merri Lou Cicerelli
Laryl D Rous
Laura O'Brate
Lauren Kroes
Laurene Chaffee
Lawrence Woody
Lee Cribbs
Lewis & Denise Oversole-
Bjorgaard
Linda Barczi
Linda Bergstrom
Linda Frank
Linda Lewis
Linda Wendt
Linda & Michael Brazil
Linda & Stephen Taylor
Linda Erikson & William
Tucker
Lindsay Lund
Lisa Crawley
Lois Huyck
Lorene & Rodney Farney
Lori Roberts
Lori Doutrich
Lorraine Sullivan
Lorri & Chris Lau
Lorry Jones
Lynette Neesen
Lynnette Franchi
Marc Young
Marcia & Joe Holub
Margaret & Douglas Kane
Maria Weber & James Bassett
Marianne Dennin
Marion Hintz
Mark Bliss
Mark & Mary Montoya
Marlene Monday
Marsha & Dean Edwards
Martha Kriske
Martha Waterhouse
Martin & Kim Eos
Mary Lines
Mary Frauenhoff

Orthel Family 
Robbins
Terry Prince
Toni Hoffman

Abby
Amie
Anya Brooks
Astro Vasquez
Austin Boehmke
Bandit Urbine
Becca
Bella
Carissa
Chancho
Chicklet Williams

Scarlett and Eva
Scout Schoeffield
Shira Barrows
Soda Frecking
Sugar
Sushi
Tahari Pfeiffer
Talia Johnson
Titan Jensen
Vita
Weasley

Weber/Bassett 
Family Cats
Wiley
Wilson
Wrigley
Zac
Zipper
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701 Gregg Drive
Buena Vista, CO 81211

*return service requested*

DONATE VOLUNTEER EMAIL CONNECT
$10 can

help an animal
sign up

online today
stay up-to-date
on AVHS news

connect with 
AVHS online

701 Gregg Drive, Buena Vista, CO 81211
(719) 395-2737  www.ark-val ley.org

Save the Date: October 7th
 Fall Feline & Fido Photo Contest & Calendar 


