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PAW PRINTS

ARK-VALLEY

Inside Scoop...

Our spring edition newsletter presents an ideal time to
reflect on the number of animals helped through our
community retention and shelter services in 2023. Last
year, our team of eleven staff members, eight board
members, and 70 volunteers, helped 1,546 animals
through our sheltering, spay/neuter, microchipping, safety
net, and adoption programs. In doing so, the average
length of stay for animals was only 18 days and our
Asilomar Live Release Rate was 97.1%. Of the 621
animals sheltered, 67% of cats and 82% of dogs
originated in Chaffee County. Others received were
relinquished by owners living in surrounding counties or
transferred in from shelters in need. Through our transfer
partnerships with 17 shelters in Colorado, New Mexico,
Utah, Texas, and California, we were able to save 125
additional pets: 74 cats and 51 dogs. All 388 dogs and
cats adopted from the shelter were spayed or neutered,
up-to-date on vaccinations, and microchipped before
leaving our doors. Additionally, our community support
programs, aiming to keep pets and people together have
continued to become more robust, year over year. Our
community assistance spay and neuter programs
provided reduced or no-cost spay/neuter for 264 cats and
dogs living in Chaffee County. In addition, 10 reduced or
no-cost microchips were offered to owned pets. Our
community pet food and supply pantry served 643 pets,
and 9 pets received free emergency boarding services.

We partnered with local dog trainers to offer 8 at-risk
community dogs 16 individualized training lessons
through our behavior intervention training program.
We partnered with Chaffee County Hospitality to offer
motel room stays for unsheltered individuals and
their pets during the coldest nights of the year,
offering 54 nights of respite and benefitting 9
additional community pets, and we partnered with
Chaffee County Community Foundation to offer a
community pet medical emergency fund that
benefitted 22 additional community pets. AVHS
maintained operations in two facilities: our main
facility in Buena Vista and a police impound facility in
Salida, which received 63 animals. The success of
our programs is possible thanks to generous
support from our donors, volunteers, foster
families, and partner veterinarians. It takes a
village to ensure the welfare of companion animals in
our community, and together we continue to work
towards a safe and humane world for all people and
pets. i
Sincerely, :
Nikki Ritter

AVHS Executive Director
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Happy Tails Photos!

Thank you to everyone who adopted an animal this fall!

Colorado Gives Day raises vital funds for

AVHS y——
Thank you to everyone who Thank yo”s \ _ N

donated this Colorado Gives COIOI"aQ!’

Day! Over $17,500 was g
raised by 167 generous ya» & 4 ,_ *
do!wors for the homeless | CaisRkRARS

animals of AVHS. Your

V

donations help us care for
even more animals in need,
we are endlessly grateful for =
your support! Pictured here is 2=
Louie, a longer stay shelter - -
dog who was recently
adopted into an amazing
home!

& 2



SPRING NEWSLETTER | 2024

Home For the Holidays Promotion

From November 15th through December 23rd, 2023, AVHS offered reduced adoption
fees to help get more pets in homes for the holidays- all puppy and kitten adoption fees
were half off and all adult animal adoption fees were ‘pay what you can’. During this time
48 pets were adopted into loving homes, a few are pictured below!

Meet your newest animal welfare warriors!

One of the many things | love
about working at AVHS is the
opportunity to learn new things
everyday - from getting to know
. ‘-, ? more about our wonderful
. f community programs, to picking
:g(?i?etzlgger?t r;(:v; zgt Or:];t:(?n % ' X, up dog training and enrichment
" advancements in t?aining \?ve _ SIS =7 tips and learning about basic
' Kiersten Kin animal medical care from other
Kate Radatz work hard to see these things g staffl I've especially enjoyed the

happen so it's always exciting Animal Care opportunity to train and assist

One of the many reasons | love
working at AVHS is seeing the
differences we make in so many
animals and people’s lives.
Whether it's the excitement of

Animal Care

Technician when it does! Technician with surgeries each week!
| get opportunities every day to help 1 like working at AVHS because it I love the passion and respect the
animals and humans during some of gives me an opportunity to provide staff and volunteers demonstrate
their most difficult moments; that a necessary service to the daily at the shelter. It truly makes
causes me to feel connected to community! | feel like we do a lot to for a rewarding place to work and
myself, coworkers, and the better the lives of Chaffee County's serve!
community. pets and pet owners alike.

Dave Dolph ST caleb Awe {222,&/

Animal Care Bookkeeper/ Admin
Technician Specialist

Canine Care
Technician
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AVHS Gives back to other shelters

in need

In 2023 we transferred-in a total of 74 cats and 51 dogs. When we
bring in an animal from an overcrowded shelter the animal has an
additional "Give-Back Fee" added onto the price of their adoption.
This is $20 for dogs and $10 for cats. 100% of the Give-Back Fees
collected go to directly support the spay/neuter efforts of the
overcrowded shelter that the transfer pet came from.

L

While many pet owners find wonderful companions through animal shelters, it is well-
documented that successful adoption programs alone will not solve the pet overpopulation crisis.
Adequately funded spay/neuter programs have led to great success in reducing overcrowded
shelter populations and increasing Live Release Rates/Happy outcomes for more adoptable
animals.

In 2023 we donated a total of $1,700 to 10 transfer partners across Colorado, New Mexico,
Utah and Texas through these Give-Back Fees. Thank you to all who have adopted a transfer

animal (and any pet, opening up kennel space for more animals in need!) to help support these
efforts.
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ARK-VALLEY

Commemorative

Glass Leaves &
Brick

Order Form

Take advantage of this
special opportunity to
acknowledge your support
of Ark-Valley Humane
Society with a
commemorative glass leaf
or brick paver. The bricks
will be on

permanent display

outside of the new addition
to our Buena Vista Shelter.
Commemorative Glass
Leaves may be returned to
you as a keepsake or may
be displayed at AVHS. If
you choose to keep your
leaf, there is no additional
cost to you, however your
donation will be reduced by
the cost of the leaf and
shipping if selected.

A hand-crafted glass leaf
memorializes or honors a
loved pet. A brick
celebrates a special
donation, honors a long-
time volunteer or
memorializes a loved one!

Questions?

Contact Nikki Ritter at
executivedirector@ark-
valley.org
719.395.2737

Glass Leaves

Green $50 Donation I:l Leaf to be displayed

at AVHS
Green
Yellow $75 Donation Leaf to be mailed to
address listed
Yellow below

Orange $100 Donation

. Orange

Pet's name to appear on Leaf

Bri C k $250 Donation

4x8 Personalized Brick Paver

PLEASE PRINT WHAT YOU
WISH TO INSCRIBE BELOW

How To Order

Fill out this order form and bring in or mail to: AVHS
Attn: Glass Leaf/Brick Campaign, 701 Gregg Drive, Buena Vista, CO

81211
First & Last Name

Mailing Address

Email

Phone Number

Include check of appropriate amount along with this form filled
out
*Please make check payable to Ark-Valley Humane Society

To pay with credit card, please make payment in person at our
shelter located at 701 Gregg Drive in Buena Vista
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Board of Directors

Staff

Nikki Ritter,
Executive Director

Krissy Zic,
Operations Manager

Emy Nettleblad,
Outreach Manager

Taylor Williams,
Assistant Manager

Heather Mills, Volunteer &
Foster Coordinator

Abbie Fritz, Medical & Transfer
Coordinator

Kate Haviland,
Animal Care Technician

Kiersten King,
Animal Care Technician

Caleb Awe,
Animal Care Technician

Michele Crago,
Bookkeeper & Admin Support

Dave Dolph,
Canine Care Technician
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Thank you to our Grant Funders!

These foundations provide support for our services and programs

<]

ANIMAL ASSISTANCE

—FOUNDATION—

GRANT RECIPIENT

Petfinder Foundation

Ray Foundation

Chaffee County

Alice N Jenkins Foundation Community Foundation

The Mary Elizabeth Bates Foundation
Legacy Society Members
To become a legacy society member visit ark-valley.org/legacy/
Debbie M. John & Cindy Dykins
Jack and Lulie Melton Lynda Walters
Judy H. Sally Mather & Greg Mihalik

-~

NUMBERS THAT
COUNT
DEC - FEB RECAP

Animals Adopted 83

Lost Animals Returned to 32
Owner

Animals In Foster 45
Number of Animals Helped169

through our Community
Pet Food Pantry



Thank you, Winter Donors! December - February

Your contributions to AVHS are invaluable to the lifesaving work we do everyday. The animals we help everyday have a second chance at life because of you.

Jim and Kathy Achatz
April Adams

P David Adams

Sharon and William Jr. Adams
Helga Adasz

Patricia Aguilar

Connie Ahern

David & Arlene Aldrich

Gary and Linda Alexander
Peggy Jean Allen

Stuart & Janie Allen

Barbara & Douglas Allender
Julia Ambrose

American Online Giving
Randal & Elizabeth Amettis
Animal Assistance Foundation

Arkansas Valley Welding & Fabrication

James Amdt

Brad and Karon Austin
Nicole Babbitt

Brennan Baker

Francis & Sarah Baker
Anthony & Carol Barb
Linda & Keith Barbeau
Judith Barnes

Tanya Bealmer

Beauprez Family Charitable Fund
Meredith & Kenneth Beckett
Richard Beggs

Mona Bellantonio

Cynthia & Tom Bement
Vicki Berman

Carlos & Nancy Bernal
Susan & John Bevington
Vaughn & Sherry Bishop
Blackbaud Giving Fund
George Blake

Roger Bloomfield

Stephen and Jana Bohnen
Steve & Viva Borbas
Sandra Bowers

Sharon Jahr & Betty Bracewell
Cortiney Bradley

Deanna Bradley

Sharilyn & Paul Braly
Dana Brandon

Patrick & Brenda Bray
Tina Brazil

Donald & Charlotte Brinkerhoff
Garver Brown

Kathy Brown

Bill & Peg Bruckart
William & Nancy Brunell
Janice Brunner

Buena Vista Tool and
Equipment Rental, Inc.
James Bunch

Jennifer Bundrick

Ann Bunting

Angela Burgess

At & Bobbie Burgess
Deborah Burnett

Ronald & Bertha Bums
Butch and Rhonda Butler
Arthur W. Butler Il

Cheryl Byler

Bobby Cagle

Jo Caissie

Rick and Connie Cameron
Kathleen Campbell

Kathy Campitell

Linda Caputi

Beth Camell

Cristy Carothers.

Deborah Cason

Laurene Chaffee

Caroline Champe

Dennis and Heidi Coates
Susan Cobb

Patricia & Clyde Coble
Cherie Coe

Joe and Arlene Cogan
John & Marilyn Coleman
Mike & Cheri Coleman
Collegiate Peaks Bank
Christian Collins
Comfurt Gas

Colorado Gives Program
Community First Foundation
David and Diane Connaughton
Diane Cook-Townsend
Lois Cooper

Amy Courtney

Jen Cousins

Michele & Will Crago
Karen Creason

Debi Creasy

Robert & Kathy Crowther
Dean Crymble

Myrna Cunningham
Stanley & Melanie Cymansky
Gary Danhauer

Merilee Daugherty

Mary Ann Davidson

Carl and Mary Ann Davis
Cathy & Ricky Davis
Sunny Day

Damion Dearman

Laura Deloatch

Csilla Depue

‘Aaron Derwingson

Dana Diehl

Lou Ann Dixon

Nancy Dolan

Nancy Dominick

Chuck Dow

Pamela Dowd

Karen Dudnikov

Anne Dufex

Steve Duhaime

Emily Duncan

Delaine Duprey

Darin Duran

Larry Dusza

Rick & Lisa Dutkiewicz
DW Sales Corporation
Harriet Dygert

John & Cynthia Dykins
Daniel & Christine Dziennik
Cheryl Eamest

David Easterling

Hugh & Susan Eccles
Tammy Eckler

Clinton & Doann Edgar
IHoughton-Alico
Barbara Edwards

J.D. Edwards

Brent Elias

John & Susan Ellis
Rebecca Encizo

Martin & Kim Eos

Scott & Patty Erchul
Elisabeth Evans

Eleanor Fahmey
FH.&J.S. Feebeck
Jean Ferguson

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Micheline Figel

James and Peggy Finkowski
Louise Fish

Bill & Junia Fitzgerald
Karen Fitzgerald

Linda & Michael Forman
Sara Foster

Kelly Gary
Bryn Geddes

Allison Gergley

Susan Gheleta

Carolyn & Robert Gibson
Patricia Ann Glapa

Alison Gold

Diane Golden

Gone To The Dogs
Nicholas Goodrich

Grace Church

William Graeber

Deena and Frank Graham
Bob and Marjorie Gray
Brett Gray

Ginger Green

Tracy Rector and Greg Fitzgerald
Sally Griego

John & Barbara Groy
Christopher Gunter

Greg Gurule

Rita M Haines

Bruce & Mary Hall

Gary Hall

Mary Hallman

Sherri Hamilton

Judy Hamontre

Charles Hankins

Frankie Lee Hankins
Craig Hansen

George & Kathryn Hardgrave
William Harkcom

Diane Harrington

Richard Harwood

Karen Hasselbrink
Donna Hassinger

Connie Hatfield

Collen & Bill Hayes/Fitzgerald
Heart Of The Rockies Chamber
Of Commerce

Helene Watson, LPC, LLC
Sheila Hellen

Cindy Helm

BetteLee Henry

Owen & Deborah Herman
Kit & Newby Herrod
Jeffrey Trent Hickman
Yvonne & Kent Higgins
Patrick and Marilyn Higgs
Sean Highland

John Hill

Laurie and Dave Hinman
Kathy Hoerlein

Jeff and Jen Hoffman
John Hoffman

Kaya Holden

Marcia & Joe Holub

Fritz Howard

John and Anna Howard
Roberta Hoy

Kyrstan Hubbel

Ann Hueter

Britt Hughes

C Gail Hunter

Bridget Hurley

Lois Huyck

Janice lllig

Larry Jack

Lorie Jackson

Laurie & Steve Jacobson
Elaine & Joseph Jellison
Pamela Jensen

Carol Johnson

Virginia Johnson

Denise & Paul Josefson
Paige & Joe Judd

Rikki Kaess

Ann & Henry Klaiman

Pam Klein

Cynthia and Daryl Kiinedinst
Jaime Lamp & Marcus Klump
Susan Knippa

Kathrine Knittel

Anh-Thu Koehler

Ken & Christine Kokrda

HJ & Bonnie Konowitz
Andrew and Teresa Koransky
John & Angie Kortyka
Layne Kottmeier

KPMG Gives/ United Way
Rita Krasnow

Alina Kremer

Lauren Kroes

Kroger

Hunter C Kunkel

Susan kyle

L&N Andreas Foundation
Jackie Ladwig

Kathleen Lamb

Chris Lamson

Phyllis Lamson

Damon & Joy Lange & Jackson
Stacey Larson

Lori & Chris Lau

Judy Leaming

Jamie Leighton

Linda Lemmer

Linda Leonardi

Elizabeth Lewis

Pamela Linan

Lincoln Benefit Life - Mary Ann
Banach

Janis Lind

Kay Litz

Bob & Arlene Lober

Svata Louda

Charlie Luceno

Patricia and Leonard Lucero
Alex Luck

Eleanor Ludwig

Sandra Lukas

Chelsea Lurwick

Robin Lutz

Karen & Joseph Lyczak
Tom & Carol MacKelvie
Quinn & Julie Macleod
Janet Mallow

Douglas Mann

Marnie Margos

Peggy Marine

Betty Marshall

Karen & Gary Masden
Merilee Maupin

Ellen Maurer

Monica McCarthy

Nancy & John Mckinley-Cordiale
Kate McMahon

Marcia McMahon

Pati & John McNeil

James & Jean Ann McPhetres
Matthew & Jeana Meinert
Kym and Hayden Mellsop
Cliford Mestel

Leslie Meyer

Gwendolyn Meythaler

Fred and Linnea Michaels
DeAnne Miers-Fox

Adam Miller

Anthony & Donna Miller
Gerald Miller

Jerry and Elizabeth Miller
Michael Miller

Ronald Miller

Sue Armijo & Roger Miller

John Walker and Roxann Moore
Jackie & Judith Moorhead
Truda Kay Moreau

Heather Morrow

Charles Mortimer

Jerald and Diane Mounts
Stacey Moyer

Robert Sander or Linda Mulka
Jeannie Nachtrieb

Michael and Kay Neises
Conrad Nelson

Emily Nettleblad

Tricia Nickerson

Virginia Niebling

Matthew & Amy Nuckols
Rachel Nypaver

Karen O'Connell

Megan O'Toole

Nancy Odean

Wendy and James Oliver
Ken Olsen

Pat and Jim Olson

Linda Osborne

William Oster

Carol Padlick

Jamie Page

Judith Page

Thomas Pahnke

Jody Parsons

Karen Pate

Ralph Spickermann

and Hilary Paulson

Debbie & Harry Payton
Mary Peck

Jennifer Pecora-Diehl
Michael Glenn Penny

Dr. Ramon & Victoria Perez
Carole Perrin

Randall & Doris Peters
Heike Petersen

David and Cindy Phillips
John Philips

Kathy Pietropola

Lynn Pinyerd

Pledgeling Foundation
William and Maryann Potocnik
Anita Powers

Jim Raby

Douglas & Jacquie Ragan
Mellisa Ravenwood

Leanne Read

James Reed

Tara Reed

Linda Reinhold

David Reis

Carl J. & Jane M. Reno
Debra Richter-Pepper

Sara & Bill Rider & Harwell
Jennie Ridgley

Wayne and Kathy Ridion
Mary Katharine Ringler
Claudia Roberts

Nancy Roberts

Alan & Karen Robinson
Rocky Mountain Siamese Rescue
Frosty & Vickie Roe
Thomas & Kelly Rosback
Melanie Roth

James Ruggles

Carol Rumsey

Jo Ann Rzeppa

Salida Mountain Sports, Inc.
Salida Pharmacy & Fountain
Flora Sanders

Sangre De Cristo Electric Assn
Lance and Alice Morie Sawyer
Thomas Schaefer

Kim & Alan Schwarz
Jeff Schweitzer
Barbara & Alan Seeling

James D. and Kimberly Seewoester

Karen Selsing
E. Michael Senter

Barbara & Don Serrurier
Kenneth & Roberta Shake
Richard Sharpe

Alan & Joycee Shaughnessy
Benjamin Shelton

Adam Sher

Juanita Sherrell

Sherri's Helping Hand

Molly Shethar

Richard & Jane Shoemaker

Victoria Sigler

Roxanna Simmons

Julie and Robert Sinclair
Ronen Skagen

Patty Skahan

Thomas Small

Bruce and Judy Smith

Jennifer Smith

Paul Smith

Kennon Snead

Barbara Snyder

Virgil Spanier

Marcia Spiegelberg

Kevin St Croix

Marilyn St. Onge

Sandra Starnaman

Ray & Kathy Steffa

Wendy Stewart

Jack Stockton

Kelli Stone

Cheryl Straus-Witty

Virve Strid

Scott & Karen Strother
Barbara Sturrock

Su Casa! Fumniture & Sleep Shop
Susan Sulley

Charles Sumner
Linda Swanson

Rikki Swedhin

Ron Sytsma
Leonarda Teach

Jane Templeton

The Kersting Team/First
Colorado Lane Office
The Mary Elizabeth
Bates Foundation
The Sundry

Alan Thomas

Gary & Lisa Thompson
Craig & Karan
Goldsberry Tierney
Charlie Tilt

Leslie & John Toepfer
Linda Tomlinson
Janice Toniazzo
Kimberly Tooze
Isabel Tovar

In Kind Superstars:
Rocky Mountain Lumber

Jim Skelding Tracy Holland
Robert Tramaloni

Mary Trauner

Robert and Kathleen Truitt

Bill Urbanowski

Loise Vail

Valley of the Sun United Way
John VanAusdall

Mrs. Jane Vandewalle

Vanguard

Brent and Brandi Veltri

Barbara Vernon

Victory Hill

Zack Vishoot

Steve Wainz

Kevin & Deborah Wallace
George & Amy Walton

Alan Warholoski

Charles & Denise Washer

Karen Watkins

Diana Watson

Rosa Webb

Julie Weber

Maria Weber & James Bassett
Candace Weiss

Linda Wendt

Colleen Wheelock

Wendi White

David Wiechelman

Larkin Wiegert

Jean Wilcox

George and Linda Wild Rose Ranch
Irena Wilder

Robyn Wille

Bradford Leach & Cindy Williams
Terry and Mary Ann Williams
Michael Williams and Alana Godina
Patricia Willis

Leslie Wilson

Jacklyn Winkler

Jo Ann Winter

John Wood

Lawrence Woody

Jennifer Wright

Richard Yobak

Your Best Friends' Mobile Vet - Dr. Beth
Ritchie

Darren and Diana Zabloudil
Jeffrey Zechman

Wendy Zechman

Cathy Amenta

Pet Memorials

Adeliade Stallworth
Aspen & Joy
Aussie Trojanovich
Bailey

Barney Burt/Encizo
Beetle Burgess
Belushi

Bob, got milk?
Bonnie, Susie,
Simba, Smoky
Bubbie, Marley
Buddy Champe
Bug

Elaine R. Bishop

Cena Trevilyan
Chaco

Chaco Nuckols
Chloe

Chula

Clint & 1zzy
Cody Bear
Cody L

Cosmo

Daisy

Dutch

Dutch & Lightning
Earl Walton

Jim McPhetres

Fala

Gracie

Gucci

I1zzy Stecken
Jordan Martin
Kagei

Kimber Lambert
Kitz Palm

Leo Billings/Longora

Libby Campbell
Louie

Luke Konczal
Maisie

Sharon Bradford

Marley Meyer
Maya

Miss Callie
Neena Morgan
Nell

Nell Owens
Orphie Keholi
Ozzie Johnson
Pepe

Pip

Poncho
Popeye
Potato Somme

Charles and Jennifer Chapman Linda Fox Sharon & Geoff Kalie Suzanne Miller Kirk & Marcy Scheidt
Patricia Chew Melony Franchini Margaret & Douglas Kane Tom & Karen Milligan Carolyn Schilling
Jennifer Ciancio Mary & Stanley Francis Kevin Kaucher KennaSue Miramon Scott Schliep
Jane Cisco Lorene Frank Gail & Kurt Keeley Heike and Gregg Momiyama Jan H Schmidt
Carolyn Clark Beverly Freeman Michael Keesey Matthew & Leslie Monagle Lynn Schultz-Writsel
Buffie Elizabeth Clarke Susan and William Frensley Keith E. Boyd Pump Service, Inc. David & Karen Monroe Joseph and Holly Schutz
Tim Clayton Rhonda Funston Clifford Kennie Reginald Montgomery Schwab Charitable
Jim Clodi Daniel Furay Jeffrey Kerridge Cinda Moore Eugene & Mary Schwarz
Wayne Close Kimberly & Lawrence Galvin Marci King Tricia Moore Katherine Henley & Michael Schwarz
Over the Rainbow Bridge
Human Memorials
Ben Charles Newcomb Izan Norm Wheelock  Shelby Woods
Beth Anderson Dennis Fischer Jack Rowland Paul Campbell
Bill Lore Donald Sanchez  Jan Kennie Phyllis Kittel
- . R .
Bob "Oz" Oshorne  Ed Costie Jerry Mallow River Helm Until one has loved an animal,

part of one's soul
remains unawakened."
-Anatole France

Riley & Gauge Berndt Tipper

River Tuffy Sparrow

Rosko Caves Wallee Sivcevie

Rowdy Whiley Moore

Sancho Felipe Wiley

Shanti Larson Wilson & Lucy

Smokie Wrigley

Snoopy's son, Tiger Zeke

Sugar Plum

Teddy Pelc * 7

Tilly Raabe
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ARK-VALLEY

701 Gregg Drive
Buena Vista, CO 81211

*return service requested*

Save the Date: May 18th, 2024
Seventh Annual Tails on the Trail 5k walk/run

DONATE VOLUNTEER EMAIL CONNECT
$10 can sign up stay up-to-date connect with
help an animal online today on AVHS news AVHS online
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