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Inside Scoop...

Snow has officially begun to blanket our valley as scents of hot
cocoa, wood fire stoves, and hearty meals fill the air. With the
cold winds of winter nipping at our heels, | would like to share
our gratitude to those members of our community who brave
this cold weather, making the dedicated journey to come to
AVHS to volunteer and foster.

This year we have seen our volunteers and foster families step
up to help the shelter in big ways. As we worked through our
staff transition this fall, several of our longtime volunteers
became trained as volunteer kennel technicians in our
Adoptable Dog Room. They joined our staff each morning to
help clean kennels, feed, and rotate the dogs into our outdoor
yards. Additionally, our foster families took on challenges of
bottle baby kittens and other animals with special medical
needs. So far in 2023 there has been a collective 1,930 hours
of time dedicated to the animals of AVHS by our volunteers
alone— surpassing the total for all of last year by over 400
hours! Additionally, there have been a total of 213 foster
placements so far this year amongst 150 unique animals.

Kitten Gabriella is one of the special animals who recently
found herself in need of a loving foster family. She arrived at
AVHS at only one day old after being found with several
littermates, all wrapped in each other's umbilical cords, sadly
abandoned by their mother. Upon arrival at AVHS these kittens
were immediately placed into an experienced foster home. It is
rare for orphaned kittens this young to live without their mother.
Despite all efforts being made, Gabriella’s littermates
unfortunately failed to thrive over the next several days, until
Gabriella was left as the sole survivor. This was a difficult time
for our staff and fosters, but hope still remained for young
Gabriella.
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Caring for a kitten this young is no small feat; it requires
around the clock bottle feeding, temperature controlled
environments, and stimulating the kitten to help them go
to the bathroom. We knew early on that working to save
Gabriella would be a team effort. During her time with
AVHS Gabriella was cared for by FOUR loving foster
families. In each home she received love, and grew
stronger. Our foster families would excitedly send
updates to each other as she hit important milestones,
like opening her eyes and walking for the first time. While
Gabriella stole the hearts of us all, she ultimately found
her home with her final foster family, and we could not
have been happier! Gabriella worked to teach us all the
true sense of community as our fosters and staff worked
together to beat the odds for this sweet girl.

We thank our volunteers, foster families, and all within our
local community and beyond, that work to ensure that all
pets know love this holiday season. Thank you to those
who attended our annual Open House in November. It
was so fun and heart-warming seeing so many of you,
and it always brings us joy to hear your stories and
receive your photos and notes. Happy Holidays to you,
your families, and your furry friends! We wish you a winter
of good health and plenty of cuddle time with your pets.

Sincerely,
Nikki Ritter
AVHS Executive Director




Happy Tails Photos!

Thank you to everyone who adopted an animal this fall!

Our Eighth Annual Feline & Fido Photo Contest and Fundraiser
was our most successful year yet!

Congratulations
to the top
finishers! Our
2024 calendars
have arrived
and are filled
with your
beautiful pet
photos. Thank
you to all who
participated in
this year’s photo
contest and
fundraiser- because
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$15,000 for animals in
need!
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Paws for Thanks, a joyous day filled with puppy snuggles

On Sunday, November 5th we invited the
public back for our second annual open
house. Over 75 visitors took a guided tour of
the shelter from our hardworking staff and
board team. The ‘Oliver & Company’ litter
were happy to greet all visitors, along with
all of our other adoptable cats and dogs.
Some of our guests and staff/board team
are pictured here. Thank you to all who
came out!

Heather M, Volunteer & Foster Coordinator, with
puppy from the ‘Oliver & Company’ litter

Animal Care Tech, Caleb A.
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Volunteer, Dave, with Animal Board Member Terry W. from Animal Care Tech, Kiersten K., with Board Member Tom P. with
Care Tech, Kate R. Heart of the Rockies Radio adoptable dog Sparrow Assistant Manager Taylor W.
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First ever Doggie Paddle and Benefit from Mt. Prlnceton Hot

Springs was a success!

We're incredibly grateful to Mt. Princeton Hot Springs
resort for hosting this wonderful event for the pups of
our community! Sixty-eight dogs got to romp around
in their upper pools before they shut down for the
season. Mt. Princeton generously donated 100% of
ticket sales and 50% of food and beverage sales to
AVHS from this event, raising nearly $1,000 for
homeless pets! Thank you!

LaGrees Food Drive brings in needed cat and dog food,
replenishing our community Pet Food Pantry!

Thank you to everyone who donated food to
LaGrees Food Stores, benefiting Ark-Valley
Humane Society. Over 725Ibs of pet food was
donated by our generous community. LaGrees
then matched ALL donations- pound for pound,
giving a total of over 1,450Ibs of pet food! This not
only helps feed our shelter animals, but also
replenished our community Pet Food Pantry,
which has served over 668 animals so far in 2023!

Moonlight Monday raises $582 for

JOIN US FOR

Ark-Valley Humane Society, thank MOONLIGHT
you to all who attended! Mark your MONDAY
calendars for next year’s Moonlight A
Monday: November 11, 2024, (Y
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ARK-VALLEY

Commemorative

Glass Leaves &
Brick

Order Form

Take advantage of this
special opportunity to
acknowledge your support
of Ark-Valley Humane
Society with a
commemorative glass leaf
or brick paver. The bricks
will be on

permanent display

outside of the new addition
to our Buena Vista Shelter.
Commemorative Glass
Leaves may be returned to
you as a keepsake or may
be displayed at AVHS. If
you choose to keep your
leaf, there is no additional
cost to you, however your
donation will be reduced by
the cost of the leaf and
shipping if selected.

A hand-crafted glass leaf
memorializes or honors a
loved pet. A brick
celebrates a special
donation, honors a long-
time volunteer or
memorializes a loved one!

Questions?

Contact Nikki Ritter at
executivedirector@ark-
valley.org
719.395.2737

Glass Leaves

Green $50 Donation I:l Leaf to be displayed

at AVHS
Green
Yellow $75 Donation Leaf to be mailed to
address listed
Yellow below

Orange $100 Donation

> . P Orange

Pet's name to appear on Leaf

Bri C k $250 Donation

4x8 Personalized Brick Paver

PLEASE PRINT WHAT YOU
WISH TO INSCRIBE BELOW

How To Order

Fill out this order form and bring in or mail to: AVHS
Attn: Glass Leaf/Brick Campaign, 701 Gregg Drive, Buena Vista, CO

81211
First & Last Name

Mailing Address

Email

Phone Number

Include check of appropriate amount along with this form filled
out

*Please make check payable to Ark-Valley Humane Society

To pay with credit card, please make payment in person at our
shelter located at 701 Gregg Drive in Buena Vista
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Board of Directors

Staff

Nikki Ritter,
Executive Director

Krissy Zic,
Operations Manager

Emy Nettleblad,
Outreach Manager

Taylor Williams,
Assistant Manager

Heather Mills, Volunteer &
Foster Coordinator

Abbie Fritz, Medical & Transfer
Coordinator

Alecia Giordano,
Animal Care Technician

Kate Haviland,
Animal Care Technician

Kiersten King,
Animal Care Technician

Caleb Awe,
Animal Care Technician

Michele Crago,
Bookkeeper & Admin Support
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Thank you to our Grant Funders!

These foundations provide support for our services and programs

<]

ANIMAL ASSISTANCE

—FOUNDATION—

Petfinder Foundation

Ray Foundation

Chaffee County

Alice N Jenkins Foundation Community Foundation

The Mary Elizabeth Bates Foundation
Legacy Society Members
To become a legacy society member visit ark-valley.org/legacy/
Debbie M. John & Cindy Dykins
Jack and Lulie Melton Lynda Walters
Judy H. Sally Mather & Greg Mihalik

NUMBERS THAT
COUNT
SEP - NOV RECAP

Animals Adopted 114

Lost Animals Returned to 47
Owner

Animals In Foster 54
Number of Animals Helped147

through our Community
Pet Food Pantry



Thank you, Fall Donors! September - November

Your contributions to AVHS are invaluable to the lifesaving work we do everyday. The animals we help everyday have a second chance at life because of you.

Adam Nelson

Adriana De Anda

Alan & Joycee Shaughnessy
Alice N. Jenkins Foundation
Alison Peticolas

Alys Bruffy

Amanda Sharpless
Amber Vanleuken

Amber Daugherty

Amy Lapes

Amy Jo and Jack Close
Andrea Masias

Angela Finn

Angela Burgess

Anita Powers

Anna & Kenneth Gregory
Anne Munch

Annette Dickinson
Anonymous Donor
Anthony & Maggie Niemann
Art Hulen

Bamboo Health

Barbara Wilder

Barbara Clark

Barbara & Alan Seeling
Barry Goldmuntz

Becky Adams

Benevity American Online Giving
Beta Sigma Phi, Xi Mu Chapter # 366
BetteLee Henry

Betty & Pat McGinley

Bill Mizer

Blackbaud Giving Fund
Bob & Kate Garwood
Bob & Katy Grether

Bob and Mary Downard
Brenna Eaker

Brent & Wendy Skean
Brent and Brandi Veltri
Brian Van Way

Bridget Hurley

Bruce Kroeker

Bruce Goforth

Bryn Geddes

Buffie Elizabeth Clarke
Butch and Rhonda Butler
Cara Madee

Carl J. & Jane M. Reno
Carol Reasa

Carolyn Clark

Caryn Cahill

Cate & Scott Hazlitt
Catherine Plotkin

Cathie Messa

Cathy & Ricky Davis
Chaffee County Community Foundation
Charles Hankins

Charles Huggs

Charles Herman

Charles Verhoeven
Charles & Paula Farrell
Charlotte Karls

Cheryl Earnest

Cheryl Byler

Cheryll Faust

Chris and Diana Hanes
Christopher Lansing
Church of the Ascension
Clara Parker

Cristy Carothers

Cynthia & Tom Bement
Dale Hoffman

Dale & Carole Passmore
Daniel Winger

Danielle Trujillo

Danielle Shelton

David Patton

David Collyer

David & Amy McCrary
David & Arlene Aldrich
David & Karen Monroe
David and Cindy Phillips
Debbie Jackson

Deborah Farrell

Deborah Holcomb

Debra Stein

Debra & William Weeks
Debra Kay McCaleb

Della & Tom Sullivan
Dellina Strelow

Denise Moss

Denise & Paul Josefson
Dennis & Barbara Meinecke
Dennis and Jane Aebersold
Dianne Nowlin

Dianne and Kent Siewert
Donna Hassinger

Donna Curtis

Dorothy Mueller-Christine
Dorothy and Stanley Thues
Douglas Mitchell

Douglas & Jacquie Ragan
Dr. Ramon & Victoria Perez
Edward and Cindie Swisher
Ella Lee

Emily Duncan

Ethan & Laura James

Evan Brady

First Street Flooring

Fran Wuerhmannsdahin
Francis & Sarah Baker
Frankie Lee Hankins
Franklin and Marilyn Moore
Frederick Henderson

Gary Wyatt

Gary Danhauer

Gary & Linda Killen

Gayla Daniels

George & Amy Walton
George & Kathryn Hardgrave
George and Linda Wild Rose Ranch
Gloria & Irving Broudy
Gone To The Dogs
Graceann Mayo

Greg Mears

Greg & Ruth Phillips

Haley Elzinga

Harold & Judy Starbuck
Harold & Sylvia Aslakson
Harriette Yeakley

Harry and Diana Spencer
Heart of Colorado FiberArts x
Heather Williams

Heike Petersen

Helene Watson, LPC, LLC
Holly Fulton

Hunter C Kunkel

lan & Linda Stewart

James & Sandra Young
James and Sandra Schneider
James J Seavey

Jamie Scoggins

Jamie Leighton

Jane Cisco

Jane Richards

Janet Watters

Janet Mallow

Janet Hughes

Janet & Larry Linn
Janine Prout

Jason Becker

Jay Close

Jean Wilcox

Jean Leeper

Jean Gross

Jean Hanfelt

Jeannie Gordon

Jeff Padgett

Jeffrey Cohen

Jeffrey & Deborah Blondeau
Jen Cousins

Jennie Ridgley

Jerry and Elizabeth Miller
Jessie Gunter

Jillyn Howe

Jo Caissie

Joan Pease

Joanna Sullivan

Joel Van Cleve

John Leck

John Cranford

John & Jenny Price
John & Marie Mullenax
John & Marilyn Fields
John and Anna Howard
John and Susan Klinsing
Jon Aigner

Jordan Pollack

Judith Heninger

Judith Macknight

Judith Smith

Lawrence Woody

Lea Diele

Leland and Diane Lively
Leslie Wilson

Lewis & Denise Oversole-Bjorgaard
Linda Deniston-Peavler
Linda Rak

Linda Swanson

Linda Frank

Linda Veech

Linda & Bruce Taylor
Lindsay Kelly

Liz Riviere

Lois Huyck

Louise Vail

Lowell & Patsy Brooks
Lusetta Blackford

Lynn Peterson

Lynn Fish

Mail Boxes, Parcel & Copy Center, Inc.
Mallory Brooks

Maree Sytsma

Maria Irwin

Marianne Dennin
Marilyn Box

Marilyn St. Onge

Mark Bliss

Mark & Sally Tameler
Marsha & Dean Edwards
Martha Kriske

Martha & Mark Meier
Martin & Kim Eos

Mary Trauner

Mary McConathy

Mary Moore

Mary Lines

Mary Elizabeth Hay
Mary Therese Anstey
Matt & Flo Sares

Mauro Luna

Melissa Ravenwood
Michele & Timothy Masias
Mitchell & Susan Wolfe

Judith Kratky Molly Merrill
Judy Hamontre Monarch Investment &
Judy & Earle Kittleman Management Group

Judy and Mike Senter
Julie and Robert Sinclair

Moonlight Pizza & Brewpub
Mt. Princeton Hot Springs Resort

Kaleidoscope Toys Nancy Taylor
Karen Pate Nancy Bowsher
Karen Watkins Nancy Anderson
Karen Johnson Naylor Jennifer

Kathleen Spring
Kathleen Hendricks
Kathlyn Matre
Kathryn Prather
Kathryn Hetzel
Kathy Brown

Neesen Enterprises LLC
Nicole Schmalz

Olen Kalkus

Pam Wedige
Patricia Cullinan
Patricia Priest

Katrina & Scott Griffith Patricia Andreas
Kay Litz Patricia Barber

Ken Wool Patricia McCauley
Kenneth Konopka Patti Hunter
Kenneth Graczyk Patty Skahan
Kenneth & Donna Nicholas-Griesel Patty Elliott
Kenneth & Sharon Tiegs PayPal Giving Fund
Kevin Stith Pearl Hyde

Kim Kitchen Peg and Dennis Hulsey
KPMG Gives/ United Way Peggy Kraft

Kristin Eckhardt Phillip Healey

In Kind Superstars:
Rocky Mountain Lumber
LaGrees Food Stores

Robbie Crowly Terri & William Mantia

Robert Bachman Terry Porter

Robert Engel Terry Fitter

Robert and Maryanne Freed Tess, Matt Castellano
Roberta Hoy The Kersting Team/First Colorado Land
Rocky Mountain Lumber & Hardware of ~Office

Buena Vista, Inc. Thelma Felt

Rod & Janet McCabe Thomas Small

Ronald Miller Thomas & Jolene Weir
Ronald & Bertha Burns Tom Purvis

Ronald & Lauren Simmons Tom and Francie Bomer
Roxanne Clark Tracks Software

Russell & Linda Colling
Ruth Runge-Barnes

Travis & Candy Minke
Tricia Nickerson

Sally Griego Trinity Farm

Sam & Aurora Arrambide Valley of the Sun United Way
Samantha McClay Vicki Berman

Sandra Egan Virginia LaGrange

Sandra Lukas Wayne Goad

Sandra Campbell Wayne and Pamela Jensen
Sandra Starnaman Wendy Thompson

Sandy & Randy Bright Wendy Hickey

Sara & Bill Rider & Harwell William Craig

Sarah & Bob McMahon
Sarah Simon and Robert Otto
Scots Bicycle Service

SG Giving Fund

Sharilyn & Paul Braly

Sharon Schutz

William Harkcom

William & Judy Lore

William & Mickey Ward

William & Nancy Nelson

Y. & K. Excavation, Inc.

Your Best Friends' Mobile Vet - Dr. Beth

Sharon & Geoff Kalie Ritchie
Sharon Jahr & Betty Bracewell Zoe Larson
Sharry Reid

Shawna Paulin

Sheila Hellen

Shelley Mayer

Sherri Hamilton
Sherri's Helping Hand
Shirley Webster
Sigurd and
Sandee Jaastad
Stacy Carrera
Steve Duhaime
Steve Rhoades
Steve & Viva Borbas'
Sue Snively
Sunny Day
Susan Bavaria
Susan Mohr &
Howard Reid
Teri Dahn
Terri Soldo

Clifford Mestel Isabel Tovar Lagree Enterprises Pledgeling Foundation
Colleen Wheelock J. Wright Larry Jack Polina Bakhnov

Collen & Bill Hayes/Fitzgerald J. D. Edwards Larry Dusza Quinn & Julie Macleod
Colorado Pet Overpopulation Fund Jack and Cheryl Lee Larry Shalett Randal & Elizabeth Amettis
Comfurt Gas Jackie Whiteleather Larry and Merri Lou Cicerelli Richard Sharpe

Connie Biederbeck Jackie Baum Lathrop Nelson Richard Yobak

Connie Woodhouse James Walker Laura Hefner Richelle Diesslin

Cortiney Bradley James Vanwey Lauren Kroes Rick and Connie Cameron

Craig Hansen James & Jean Ann McPhetres Laurie & Brian Dufala Rikki Kaess

Over the Rainbow Bridge
Human Memorials
Craig Starnaman Norman Wheelock
Jerry Ray Henderson  paul M Campbell
Lucille Kunes Scott Beresford
Pet Memorials

Taylor Adams
Thomas McCauley

Toni Hoffman "Until one has loved an animal,

part of one's soul
remains unawakened."
-Anatole France

Annabel
Archer Dietrich
Brees Jacquat

Maddie
Maisie Graves
Mazie Kavanagh Rey

Domino Fowler
Duke Downard
Dylan Fahrney

Indie Thompson
Inky

Josie Snoopy & Black cat

Cash Williams
Charlie Hall
Cody Bear
Cossete
Daisy

Diesle Jacoby

Ellie Diesslin and
Cody Miller

Felix

Gypsy Davis

Henry Ridlon
I'Kaika Webb/Davis

Joy

Kodi & Dusty
Leonard Heimerl
Louie

Lucy Hogan
Mack Kaiser

Miley Stromer
Ollie Clark
Pali Eger
Peaches
Pete

Pinkie Duarte

Rigs Fulton
Robbins
Rocky

Sophie Busch
Sophie Butler
Taz Brooks

Rodney Sohl-Schweitzer Tuck Lively

Romeo Oshorne
Rosa Hill

Wilson & Lucy
Winter Dunbar
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ARK-VALLEY

701 Gregg Drive
Buena Vista, CO 81211

*return service requested*

Save the Dates: Feb 26th - Mar 10th
Fifth Annual Good Pet/Bad Portrait Fundraiser!

DONATE VOLUNTEER EMAIL CONNECT
$10 can sign up stay up-to-date connect with
help an animal online today on AVHS news AVHS online
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