Inside Scoop...

Here at Ark-Valley Humane Society, summertime equals
kittens! And this year more so than ever, as we have
grown our transfer partnerships to save even more lives.
As of June 15th our shelter had taken in 38 kittens!
Twenty-one of these purring, and oftentimes hissing,
fur-babies were transferred in from shelters or rescue
groups in need. Most were born to feral mothers, who
have undergone trap and spay, and have been returned
to an outdoor life. The not so technical term we prefer to
use to describe the behavior of these kittens when they
arrive at the shelter is “spicy”! We even have a spicy
chart to help us gauge how much socialization each
kitten will need and whether they will require foster care
for their rehabilitation. Without socialization in the first
12 weeks of life, a kitten born to a feral mother will
remain feral, or extremely shy, for the rest of his life.
These first few months of life offer a short window of
time to take action. So much individualized care would
not be possible without a small army of kitten fosters
that step up to the task each summer. The trick to
transforming a kitten from spicy to mild is strategically
offering yummy food and cuddle time. Since at time
when my children were old enough to carefully handle
kittens, we have been taking the spiciest of these babies
into our home for a few weeks of socialization, prior to
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them returning to the shelter for spay or neuter, and
adoption. A couple of our favorite techniques are
burrito-ing the kitten in a towel and holding the
kitten close while watching TV or relaxing on the
couch. With its little head peeking out of the towel,
the kitten cannot escape but also feels a sense of
security. Like kangaroo care with a newborn
human baby, hearing your heartbeat and sensing
your calm presence soothes the kitten. Once a
kitten appears less scared, my kids discovered that
they could wear a sweatshirt backwards and a shy
kitten would nestle in the hood. Last year, 63 foster
homes cared for and helped with the rehabilitation
of 206 shelter animals! We literally could not do the
work we do without our foster volunteers, especially
when it comes to transforming spicy kittens into
cuddle bugs.

Sincerely,

(el

Amber Vanleuken
AVHS Executive Director




Happy Tails Photos!

Thank you to everyone who adopted an animal this Spring!

Good Pet/ Portrait - ‘e

Our annual Good Pet/Bad Portrait Fundraiser was another successful event! We
could not do this without our wonderful volunteer artists. Thank you to the amazing
volunteers who donated their time and talents to help homeless pets. This year, our
volunteer artists helped raise over $2,775 and created 67 gorgeous portraits of
community pets. This fan favorite fundraiser is always a hit. Thank you!




AVHS recognizes volunteers at appreciation event in April

It's been a few years since we have been able to gather at the shelter and
celebrate the amazing work our volunteers do. This April we had beautiful
weather, brats on the grill, and homemade dishes from staff and board members.
What a blast! Thank you to all who were able to attend and make this sunshine-
filled day the perfect gathering. We were grateful to recognize nine of our
volunteers, but truly every volunteer makes an immense difference in the lives of
homeless pets. In 2022, 56 volunteers gave over 1,515 hours of service.
Additionally, 63 foster homes helped care for 206 homeless pets. Wow, we're
amazed at our wonderful community of volunteers, thank you! >«
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All photos taken by Andrea Newell, Chaffee County Times correspondent
Not pictured: Helping Hands Award, Ann Carter
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Tails on the Trail was finally back in person, with some blg

enhancements!

We were thrilled to see so many of your beautiful faces at this
year's Tails on the Trail Fundraiser! The race course moved
to Tenderfoot hill in Salida, and we hosted an after party at
the Salida SteamPlant directly following the race. It's
indescribable how amazing it was to gather with our animal-
loving community for the first time since 2020. Thank you to
everyone who came out to this event, to our business
sponsors, and our wonderful volunteers who helped it run so
smoothly. Games, live music, brunch from KalmataPit
Catering, and face painting from Glitterbug Face Painting
were all featured after our 5K walk/run. Our hearts are very
full. We hope to see you again next year!

Thank you to our business sponsors, this wouldn't have been |
possible without you!
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s In Kind Sponsors

DOG'S BEST FRIEND 50 burger, Absolute Bikes, Ace Hardware, Amica’'s Microbrewery & Pizza, Anupa Wellness, The

# 5 Blend, Buena Vista Drug, Brady's West, Eddyline Brewery, Elevation Beer Company, Fun Street

coLpwaL pen U Family Arcade, Highs Liquor, Laura’s Dog Training, Little Red Hen, Moonlight Pizza & Brewpub,
coutRais = Mojo's Eatery, Rally Liquor, Red Truck Pizza, Riveting Jewelry, Tres Litros Beer Company
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Commemorative

Glass Leaves &
Brick

Order Form

Take advantage of this
special opportunity to
acknowledge your support
of Ark-Valley Humane
Saciety with a
commemorative glass leaf
or brick paver. The bricks
will be on

permanent display

outside of the new addition
to our Buena Vista Shelter.
Commemorative Glass
Leaves may be returned to
you as a keepsake or may
be displayed at AVHS. If
you choose to keep your
leaf, there is no additional
cost to you, however your
donation will be reduced by
the cost of the leaf and
shipping if selected.

A hand-crafted glass leaf
memorializes or honors a
loved pet. A brick
celebrates a special
donation, honors a long-
time volunteer or
memorializes a loved one!

Questions?
Contact Amber van
Leuken at
avanleuken@ark-
valley.org
719.395.2737

Glass Leaves

Green $50 Donation

Green

Yellow $75 Donation

Yellow

Orange

Pet's name to appear on Leaf

Orange $100 Donation

D Leaf to be displayed
at AVHS

Leaf to be mailed to
address listed
below

BriCk $250 Donation

4x%8 Personalized Brick Paver

PLEASE PRINT WHAT YOU
WISH TO INSCRIBE BELOW

How To Order

Fill out this order form and bring in or mail to: AVHS
Attn: Glass Leaf/Brick Campaign, 701 Gregg Drive, Buena Vista, CO

81211
First & Last Name

Mailing Address

Email

Phone Number

Include check of appropriate amount along with this form filled

out

*Please make check payable to Ark-Valley Humane Society

To pay with credit card, please make payment in person at our

shelter located at 701 Gregg Drive in Buena Vista
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Thank you to our Grant Funders!

These foundations provide support for our services and programs

<]

ANIMAL ASSISTANCE

—FOUNDATION—

Board of Directors

Petfinder Foundation

Ray Foundation

Chaffee County

Alice N Jenkins Foundation Community Foundation

The Mary Elizabeth Bates Foundation

Legacy Society Members
To become a legacy society member visit ark-valley.org/legacy/
Debbie M.
Jack and Lulie Melton
Judy H.

Staff John & Cindy Dykins

Amber Vanleuken,
Executive Director

Johny Sandoval,
Operations Manager

Emy Luebbering,
Outreach Manager

Krissy Zic,
Assistant Manager

Nikki Ritter, Medical & Transfer N U MBER S THAT
Coordinator COUNT
Heather Mills, Volunteer & MAR - MAY RECAP

Foster Coordinator

Animals Adopted 69

Abbie Fritz,
Animal Care Technician

Lost Animals Returned to 46
Taylor Williams, owner
Animal Care Technician

Alecia Giordano, Animals In Foster 52
Animal Care Technician

Number of Spay/Neuter 54
Community Assistance
Surgeries
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Thank you, Spring Donors! March - May

Your contributions to AVHS are invaluable to the lifesaving work we do everyday. The animals we help everyday have a second chance at life because of you.

50 Burger
Absolute Bikes
Ace Hardware
Teresa Ackerman
Jim and Marcia Adams
NJ Adams
Paul & Jolene Ahrens
Jon Aigner
David & Arlene Aldrich
All Terrain Veterinary
Peggy Jean Allen
Amazon Smile
Amica's
Paul & Terry Andrews
Anupa Wellness
Sam & Aurora Arrambide
Nick & Jacqueline Avignon
Anthony & Carol Barb
Randall and Carole Barnes
Jackie Baum
Cailin Bearss
Benevity
Christine & Gordon Benrud
Deborah Bentley
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Steve & Viva Borbas
Donald Boyd
Hazel Bracewell
Leslie Bracewell
Sharon Jahr & Betty Bracewell
Cortiney Bradley
Brady's West
Sharilyn & Paul Braly
Mitchel Brashier
Linda & Michael Brazil
Donald & Charlotte Brinkerhoff
Georgia Brown
Buena Vista Drug
Buena Vista Health Center
Buena Vista Veterinary Clinic
Erin Bull
Angela Burgess
Kate Burgess
Karen Burke
Michael Buse
Butch and Rhonda Butler
Butterfield's Carpet Cleaning
Jo Caissie
Rick and Connie Cameron
Randy Canney
Tess, Matt & Winnie Castellano
CCR Rolloffs
Cellar Wine and Spirits
Chaffee County Community
Foundation
Jennifer & David Ciancio
Larry and Merri Lou Cicerelli
Jane Cisco
Carolyn Clark
Bruce Clarke
Buffie Elizabeth Clarke
Claude and Nancy Keener
Charitable Fund
Jay Close
Wayne Close
Patricia & Clyde Coble
Coldwell Banker Collegiate
Peaks Realty
Collegiate Peaks Bank
Collegiate Peaks Chorale
Collegiate Peaks Eyecare, PLLC

Congregational United Church
Of Christ

Jill Connaghan

David & Kathryn Cook

Jen Cousins

Robert & Kathy Crowther

Gary Danhauer

Amber Daugherty

Cathy & Ricky Davis

Katie Davis

Mary Madison Davis

Rita and Dave Day

Sunny Day

Kris Dearden

Jan Delp

Dennis & Brenda Dempsey

Yvonne DiCarlo

John Dodd

William Dorfeld

Emily Duncan

Larry Dusza

William & Jean Dyer

Eddyline

Elevation Beer Company

Barbara Elliott

Martin & Kim Eos

Nancy Epps

Nicki & Tim Evans

Farmers Insurance- Wright
Insurance

Libby Fay

Michael Fay

Elizabeth & David Fay/Mustoe

Thelma Felt

Sandra Fisher

Bill & Junia Fitzgerald

Robert Folsom

Mike-Chris Frantz

Susan and William Frensley

Fun Street Family Arcade

Bryn Geddes

Allison Gergley

Gone To The Dogs

Beth Gosch

Robert & Marjorie Gray

Ginger Green

Andy & Cleta Grey

Sally Griego

Sherri Hamilton

Judy Hamontre

Charles Hankins

Frankie Lee Hankins

George & Kathryn Hardgrave

William Harkcom

Angela Harney

Susan Harrington

Donna Hassinger

Robert Hasty

Michael Haycock

Helene Watson, LPC, LLC

Sheila Hellen

Frederic Henderson

Susan Hess

Colleen Higgins

High Country Bank - BV

High Side! Bar and Grill

High's Liquor

Kent Hilburn

Marion Hintz

Dale Hoffman

Marcia & Joe Holub

Colorado Gives Program Community John and Anna Howard

First Foundation

Roberta Hoy

Over the Rainbow Bridge

Human Memorials

Anna Marie Bell
Annette Leary
Denis Fisher
Gordon Trask

Pet Memorials
Abby Hoffman
Ashe Pinson
Aspen
Bear
Boon Kampling
Bryn Swift
Buster Vargo
Cheese Somme
Chloe
Chloe Hansen

Jan Witte

John 'Nomi' Nahomenuk

Michael Bull

Norman L Wheelock

Conrad/Aneloski Bella
El Don Johnson
Fancy Green

Gracie, Carly, and Jovi
Gucci

Harry McCoy

Hatkin

Holly Deffenbaugh
Huck LeTourneau

1zzy Little

Bridget Hurley

Lena Husted

Lois Huyck

Janice lllig

Debbie Jackson

David & Martha James
Wayne and Pamela Jensen
David & Ann Johnson
Eric Johnson

Todd Johnson

Sherri Johnston

Peggy Kavookjian & David Nora
Petra King

Judith Kinzie

Judy & Earle Kittleman
Jaime Lamp & Marcus Klump
Susan Knippa

Judy Koler

Bridgitte Kozak

KPMG Gives/ United Way
Keith and Kay Krebs
James and Sally Kriebel
Martha Kriske

Krivanek Jewlers

Lauren Kroes

Kroger

Lorri & Chris Lau

Laura's Dog Training
Joan & Cindy Lawrence
Nathan Lawrence
Adelaide Leavens

Jamie Leighton

Rita Leydon

Lincoln Benefit Life - Mary Ann
Banach

Mary Lines

Little Daisy Liquor

Little Red Hen

Kay Litz

Leland and Diane Lively
Leanne Lockhart

John & Mary Ann Longwell
Katie Louise

Jeannette & Charles Ludeke
Eleanor Ludwig

Rick, Jo & Brian Lueb
Emily Luebbering

Karen & Joseph Lyczak
Quinn & Julie Macleod
Cara Madee

Barbara Magnuson

Janet Mallow

Mandala Collective
Nicole Manes

Douglas Mann

Terri & William Mantia
Kim Marquis

John and Kelly Marrinson
Daniel May

Monica McCarthy

James & Jean Ann McPhetres
Stacie McWilliams
Kristyne Mellett

Douglas Mendelson

Deb Mielke

Dorothy Miller

Dorothy & Eldred Miller
Jerry and Elizabeth Miller
Michael Miller

Sue Armijo & Roger Miller
Karen Miracola

Mo Burrito

Mojo's Eatery

Orthel Family

Phyllis Giles

Nina Molinaro

Matthew & Leslie Monagle
Monarch Investment &
Management Group
David & Karen Monroe
Moonlight Pizza

Mountain Phoenix Coffeeshop

and Roastery

Vonda Mumm
Murdoch's Ranch and Home
Supply, LLC

Kelly Murphy

Sue Murphy

Dan & Liz Murray

Jo Myers

Peter Neff

Tricia Nickerson
Winona Nicks

Edward Nigl

Dianne Nowlin

Robyn Ogden

Kate Okada

Robert Olivas

Jack Olmsted

Judy Pankow

Anne Parker

Clara Parker

PayPal Giving Fund
Jennifer Pecora-Diehl
Shari Perkins

Heike Petersen
Petfinder Foundation
David and Cindy Phillips
Greg & Ruth Phillips
PNM resources foundation
Megan Poorman

Anita Powers

Public Service Volunteer
Tom Purvis

Rally Liquor

Mellisa Ravenwood
Red Truck Pizza

Carl J. & Jane M. Reno
Mariah Reynolds

Jane Richards

Jennie Ridgley
Riveting Jewelry
Honora Roberts

Kate Robertson

Janet Robison

Susan Roebuck

Rob Rosengren
Halenda Sacha

Olga Sachek

Salida Elks Lodge #808 BPOE

Salida Mountain Sports, Inc.
Sangre De Cristo

Electric Association
Kristina Sargent

Robert & Mohanta Schalit
Barb Scheidegger

Kirk & Marcy Scheidt
Stanley & Janet Schmidt
Shelley Schreiner
Jennifer & Joe Schumacher
Michael & Lacey Scott
Sherri's Helping Hand
Richard & Jane Shoemaker
Patty Skahan

Lorin & Patricia Smith
Smucker and Associates
Sue Snively
Jodie Snyder

Stanley A Lebiaziewicz

Vicky Williams

Jemay Guy

Kagei

Katie McKnight
Kiowa Goode

Layla Walsh

Lily Bellantonio
Maggie Chartier
Matilda

Mischca Minor

Miss Kitty Starnaman

Misty Chartier
Panda Watson
Phil Friedman
Precious Jordan
Puddy Cat

Roxy McCollister
Sammi Welch
Shval

Smoky Erler
Sophie

In Kind Superstars:
Rocky Mountain Lumber

Souled Out T-Shirts Candace Weiss

Spark Provisions Terry West

St. Rose Of Lima Barbara Westphal
Catholic Church Colleen Wheelock

Robert Steinberg Jean Wilcox

Kari Stinnet Paula and Mike Wilder
Sharon Stoops Tracie & Timothy Willburn
Dellina Strelow Kerry Williams

Susan Sulley Hank Willner

Debra Tannenbaum Jessica Wilton

Linda & Stephen Taylor Brian and Lisa Wind

The Blend David Witte

The Heynis Family Cecile Young

Cheryl Tischer Marc Young

Arlene Tortoso Your Best Friends' Mobile Vet - Dr.
Isabel Tovar Beth Ritchie

Town of Buena Vista

Gordon & Shirley Trask

Tres Litros Beer Company
Tri-State Generation And
Transmission Association, Inc.
UKOGF Foundation

Sharon Utz

Valley of the Sun United Way
Beverley & Todd Van Santen
Mrs. Jane Vandewalle

Brent and Brandi Veltri

Lisa Walner

Karen Watkins

Helene Watson

Maria Weber & James Bassett

Amy Zimmerman

"Until one has loved an animal,
part of one's soul
remains unawakened."
-Anatole France

Spike Martinez
Sweet Pea Hintz
Tippy Tom

Toby Hoffman
Tootsie Onderdonk
Tucker Osowski
Tyler Bollinger
Velcro

Walnut

Wilson & Lucy

Zeb Gerstmeyer
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701 Gregg Drive
Buena Vista, CO 81211

*return service requested*

Save the Date: August 3, 2023
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DONATE ~ VOLUNTEER EMAIL CONNECT
Cstocan sgnup stay up-odate  connectwith
help an animal online today on AVHS news AVHS online
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