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Foundation to offer a community pet medical
emergency fund. AVHS maintained operations of
two facilities. Our main facility in Buena Vista
sheltered 677 animals, and a police impound
facility in Salida received 54 of these animals.
While we saw a lull in pets sheltered in 2020 and
2021, last year animals received surpassed pre-
pandemic 2019 intakes. Additionally, our
community support programs, aiming to keep pets
and people together, continued to grow through the
pandemic, and have become more robust, year
over year. The success of our programs is
possible thanks to generous support from our
donors, volunteers, foster families, and partner
veterinarians. It takes a village to ensure the
welfare of companion animals in our community,
and together we continue to work towards a safe
and humane world for all people and pets.

Sincerely,

Amber Vanleuken
AVHS Executive Director 1

SPRING NEWSLETTER |  2023

Inside Scoop...
Our spring edition newsletter presents an ideal time to
reflect on the number of animals helped through our
community retention and shelter services in 2022. Last
year, a team of nine staff members, nine board
members, and 56 volunteers, helped 1,833 animals
through our sheltering, spay/neuter, microchipping, safety
net, and adoption programs. In doing so, the average
length of stay for animals was only 18.4 days and our
Asilomar Live Release Rate was 98.26%. Of the 677
animals sheltered, 75% of cats and 79% of dogs
originated in Chaffee County. Others received were
relinquished by owners living in surrounding counties or
transferred from shelters in need. Our community
assistance spay and neuter programs provided reduced or
no-cost spay and neuter for 231 cats and dogs living in
Chaffee County. In addition, 21 microchips were offered
to owned pets at reduced or no cost. Our community pet
food and supply pantry served 900 pets, and 20 pets
received emergency boarding services at no cost.
Additionally, all 458 dogs and cats adopted from the
shelter were spayed or neutered, up-to-date on
vaccinations, and microchipped before leaving our doors.
Through our transfer partnerships with 14 shelters in
Colorado, Utah, and New Mexico, we were able to save
105 additional pets. We worked with local dog trainers to
offer behavior intervention training vouchers for at-risk
dogs, and we partnered with Chaffee County Community
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Happy Tails Photos! 
Thank you to everyone who adopted an animal this Winter!
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AVHS Partners with Chaffee County Hospitality 
In the month of February, AVHS hosted our first ever Shelter Together Matching Campaign. In
partnership with Chaffee County Hospitality (CCH), all money raised through this campaign helps
provide nights of respite to unsheltered families and their pets in the cold winter months.
CCH and AVHS will each cover 50% of the costs of overnight motel room stays for unsheltered
people living with pets.  The funds raised during the Shelter Together Matching Campaign ensure
that unsheltered members of our community and their pets stay together this winter. Every dollar
donated went even further. Donations were generously matched by Greg & Ruth Phillips, Bill & Junia
Fitzgerald and Judy Hamontre, up to a maximum $4,500 contribution.

We met our goal and raised $9,000 during this campaign, which combined with $9,000 from CCH,
translates to 160 nights of respite in motel rooms for pet families in need! Thank you to everyone who
donated during this campaign. The compassion of our community for the less fortunate is inspiring. 
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Eight new dogs arrived safely at our shelter the first week of February. They travelled all the way from
Pasadena, TX in the hopes of finding new lives in Colorado. On Tuesday, January 24th, everything
changed for their Pasadena Animal shelter when a powerful tornado hit. Amazingly, all of the animals in
their facility were not harmed, despite the massive damages done to the building. Most of the dogs were
transferred immediately to temporary housing at nearby boarding facilities or veterinary clinics. The call
was put out to help get these dogs to new shelters and rescues, allowing Pasadena Animal shelter time
to rebuild. We had just seen most of our current population adopted into wonderful homes in our
community, and had the kennel space to help. Pictured below are some of the dogs that came from this
shelter. All tested negative for Heartworm (endemic to Texas) prior to being transferred in. And all are
friendly with other dogs. Most have already found their wonderful forever families in Colorado at the time
of writing this! We're incredibly grateful to live in a community that cares about homeless pets, thank you. 






Letter to our Community Regarding Echo 
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Dogs from Texas find new lives in Colorado 

In February, Ark-Valley Humane Society received a relinquished dog named Echo. Many of you may
have learned through local media sources, social media, or through our website that Echo had bitten two
AVHS staff members and had a history of aggression in our community. After assessment, and input
from veterinarians, a veterinary behavior center, and our attorney, and due to public safety concerns,
AVHS followed through with our decision to humanely euthanize Echo, rather than return him to his
previous owners. Humane euthanasia for behavioral reasons is rare, with AVHS maintaining an Asilomar
live release rate of over 98% for animals cared for in our shelter last year. However, in cases like Echo,
when return, rehabilitation, or transfer is not a safe option, it is our responsibility as a humane society to
keep our local and global communities safe. This situation affected our staff, donors, volunteers, and our
community. We appreciated our community's support during this challenging time. As an organization,
we value transparency and education through the sharing of factual information. We have additional
information on our website at https://www.ark-valley.org/about-us/news/. We also encourage our donors,
volunteers and community members to reach out if they have any questions or concerns.  Please
contact me at avanleuken@ark-valley.org or call 719-395-2737.

Respectfully, 
Amber van Leuken 
Executive Director



4



SPRING NEWSLETTER |  2023

Sophie's Story 

Successful Home For the Holidays Adoption
Promotion!
Our home for the holidays adoption promotion resulted in 42 animals finding loving homes through the
holiday season! During the month of December, all adopters could 'name their price' on adoption fees
for any adult dog or cat in our care. We typically see a slow down in adoptions around the holidays.
We were thrilled when 42 animals found their Home Fur the Holidays this December. Thank you to
everyone who has adopted an animal, you truly make all of the difference in their lives. Pictured below
are just a few of the animals who were adopted into loving homes during this promotion. 

$18,026 was raised for
homeless animals this
Colorado Gives Day.
Thank you to all of our
supporters! 

On December 19th, our staff member drove to Salida to pick up a stray puppy, who we
named Sophie. She was elated to see us, excitedly taking treats and food. This wiggly,
adorable puppy was happy to be out of the cold. We noticed quickly that her back leg did not
look normal. Our veterinarian took a closer look. After examining x-rays and consulting with
another veterinarian, it was determined that Sophie has Legg-Calve-Perthes disease. This
disease has caused the head of her femur to start degenerating and if nothing is done she
will be unable to use her leg. We asked for your help to get Sophie the care she needed, and 
were amazed at the outpouring of support: $1,650 was raised for sweet Sophie! She has been adopted into a
loving home and will be getting a total hip replacement soon. The specialist recommended waiting 2-3 months
until she is more skeletally mature. We are so grateful for the generous support from our community. Donations
raised for Sophie will be going toward her surgery, and made it possible for Sophie to find such a great home.
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Animal Care Technician 
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Animal Care Technician



Tiffany Mehalic,
Animal Care Technician
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86

Thank you to our Grant Funders!
These foundations and organizations helped with the building project,


general animal care, and spay/neuter

The Dr. Mary E Bates Foundation

Alice N Jenkins Foundation

The Mary Elizabeth Bates Foundation

29

95

33

Legacy Society Members



Thank you, Winter Donors! Dec - Feb
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Feather Bokker
Frankie Lee Hankins
Frederick Lee
Gale and Steve Shaw
Garver Brown
Gary Hall
Gary Danhauer
Gina Maddox
Ginger Green
Glenda Foster
Gordon & Shirley Trask
Greg & Ruth Phillips
Gwendolyn Meythaler
Gwendolyn Henke
Haley Armbrister
Harriette Yeakley
Heather Rupska
Heike Petersen
Helene Watson
HJ & Bonnie Konowitz
Holly Schutz
Hunter C Kunkel
Jackie & Judith Moorhead
Jacqueline Baum
Jaime Lamp & Marcus Klump
James Vanwey
James Arndt
James Harsh
James Bunch
James & Dede Williams
James & Jean Ann McPhetres
James and Sally Kriebel
James J Seavey
Jan Johnson
Jan H Schmidt
Jane Cisco
Jane Richards
Jane Luetje
Jane Fitzick
Jane Templeton
Janet Williams
Janet Abbott
Janet Mallow
Janet Schott
Janet Varnum
Janet Park
Janice Hayes
Janice Toniazzo
Janice & Robert Good
Jay Close
Jean Wilcox
Jeffrey Zechman
Jen Rapp
Jen Cousins
Jennie Ridgley
Jennifer Schuchman
Jennifer Shaver
Jennifer Smith
Jennifer Bundrick
Jennifer & David Ciancio
Jerry & Susan Stites/Zarbock
Jerry and Elizabeth Miller
Jessica Bryant
Jessie Tramutolo
Jillyn Howe
Jim and Barbara Rees
JoAnn Myers
Jodee Baschae
Joel Van Cleve
John Hill
John Andrick
John Wood
John Cribari
John Phillips
John & Barbara Groy
John & Cynthia Dykins
John & Cynthia Jacobson
John & Jenny Price
John & Mary Ann Longwell
John and Anna Howard
Judith Kinzie
Judith Edmands
Judith Daniels
Judith Kratky
Judith Eyler
Judy Greenfield

Ron Southard
Sandy 
Terry Peavler
Tim Haske
Wayne Strelow
Wendell Tompkins

"Until one has loved an animal,
 part of one's soul 

remains unawakened."
 -Anatole France

Souled Out T-Shirts 
Once Upon a Trapeze Bookstore 
Legends Kitchen & Bath, Inc. 
Ray Foundation Inc. 
Lumen 
Gates Foundation 
Giving Force 
Granville C. and Gladys H. Morton 
Fund of Communities Foundation of TX
Sangre De Cristo Electric Association 
Your Best Friends' Mobile Vet-Dr. Ritchie 
The Mary Elizabeth Bates Foundation 
Helene Watson, LPC, LLC 
McGinnis Middle School 
Gone To The Dogs 
Smucker and Associates 
Cocovinis Design 
Moonlight Pizza 
Buena Vista Tool and Equipment Rental 
Cellar Wine and Spirits 
Victory Hill 
Companion Care LLC 
Always Azul Pottery 
John Walker and Roxann Moore 
Keith E. Boyd Pump Service, Inc. 
Valley of the Sun United Way 
CCR Rolloffs 
Broken Spoke Ranch 
Ed's Lock Shop 
Grace Church 
Dog Works Creative K9 Fitness 
Salida Mountain Sports, Inc. 
Eye Candy Art & Treasure 
Kroger 
Comfurt Gas 
DW Sales Corporation 
Amazon Smile 
Rock Run Gallery, LLC 
PayPal Giving Fund 
Built Aesthetic Designs 
First Colorado Land Office - BV 
Sturdy Pine Gear & Repair 
State of Colorado - Dept of Treasury 
Adam Sher
Addilyn Miller
Alan Warholoski
Alan & Karen Robinson
Alex & Rose Marie Mirich
Alison Medina
Allen Lane
Amanda Cafaro
Amber Vanleuken
Amy Lovato
Amy Courtney
Andrea Evers
Andrea Masias
Andrew Craig
Andy & Cleta Grey
Angela Burgess
Anita Powers
Anne Nance
Anne Munch
Annette Dickinson
Anthony & Donna Miller
Averi Schaubman & Bruce Stoebner
Barbara Vernon
Barbara & Alan Seeling
Barbara & Douglas Allender
Barry Goldmuntz
Becky & Scott Leonard
Beth Carnell
Beverly Freeman
Bill Urbanowski
Bill & Junia Fitzgerald
Bill & Peg Bruckart
Blake & Jennifer Veazey
Bonnie Wiesel
Brandon Tattershall
Brent & Brandi Veltri
Brian & Bonnie Davis
Brigitte Nadon
Brittany Duley
Bruce & Mary Hall

Butch and Rhonda Butler
C Gail Hunter
Candace Marthaler
Candace Doerfler
Candace Weiss
Cara Madee
Carl and Mary Lantz
Carl J. & Jane M. Reno
Carle Linke
Carol Higgins
Carole & Steven Shoemaker
Carolyn & Robert Gibson
Cary Carlson
Catherine Kramer-Fouty
Cathie Messa
Cathy & Ricky Davis
Charles Hankins
Charles Mortimer
Charles & Denise Washer
Charlotte Karls
Cheryl Byler
Chip & Wynn Dickenson
Chris Miller
Chris Lamson
Cindy Helm
Cindy Sasso
Clara Parker
Claudia Kershaw
Clifford Mestel
Clinton & Doann Edgar/
Houghton-Alico
Conrad Nelson
Cortiney Bradley
Cristy Carothers
Csilla Depue
Cynthia & Tom Bement
Cynthia and Daryl Klinedinst
Dakota Talbot
Dale & Carole Passmore
Damon & Joy Lange & Jackson
Dana Brandon
Dana & Sandra Braatz
Danice Cordova
Daniel Magario
Daniel & Christine Dziennik
Dave Leewaje
David Lawson
David Easterling
David & Amy McCrary
David & Arlene Aldrich
David & Karen Monroe
David & Vikki Wiewel
David and Diane Connaughton
Dean Neely
Debbie Jackson
Debi Duggan & James Raymond
Deborah Farrell
Debra Tannenbaum
Debra Richter-Pepper
Dellina Strelow
Denise Moss
Denise & Paul Josefson
Dennis Andrews
Dennis Fischer
Dennis & Barbara Meinecke
Dianne Spomer
Dianne and Kent Siewert
Dina Ryan
Don Stubbs
Don Vanpraag
Donna Smith
Donna Hassinger
Donna Curtis
Donna Herrington
Donna & John Rhoads
Douglas Mendelson
Doyle Nyberg
Edie & Greg O'Connor
Elizabeth Lewis
Elizabeth Stuyt
Emily Luebbering
Emily Duncan
Emy Dunfee
Erin Arato
Ethan & Laura James
Eugene & Mary Schwarz

Your contributions to AVHS are invaluable to the lifesaving work we do everyday. The animals we help everyday have a second chance at life because of you.

Over the Rainbow Bridge
Human Memorials

Josie
Kaz
Lacy
Lark
Luna
Maddie
MaiMai
Mittens
Molly Chartier
Molly Smith
Nikko, Bob Maggie & Dudley

Geoff Sanders
Ginny Farner
Helen Hofman
Joe Goodwin 
Karen 
Kerouac Doering

Betty White 
Beverly Werner
Brunson Thorpe
David Davidoffs
Diana Swedhin
Dutcy Josefson 

In Kind Superstars:
Rocky Mountain Lumber

Chloe Jack 
Cody Lyczak
colter & romley
Copper
Cowboy 
Daisy
Dakota 
Hannah
Henry 
Honey Dusenberry
Jake

Oscar
Oso
Peaches
Pearl
Pebbles
Petey Mullen
Ripple Dixon
River
Rocky
Rocky Ritch
Secret Turner

Pet Memorials

"Hi there, I'm King,
available for adoption from

AVHS! I wanted to thank
everyone who donates to
AVHS-you're helping so

many animals just like me
find loving homes!"

Kim Saltas, DVM
Louise Bitler
Norman Wheelock
Pamela Close 
Patricia Duley (Pat)
Readon Magnuson

Judy Hamontre
Judy Leaming
Julie & Benjamin Little
June Mailander
Karen Watkins
Karen Selsing
Karen Timbrell
Karen O'Connell
Karen Creason
Karen Pate
Karen Dudnikov
Karen Cunningham
Karen Smith
Karen Fitzgerald
Karen & Joseph Lyczak
Kate West
Katherine Domjanich
Katherine Henley & Michael 
Schwarz
Kathleen Moore
Kathleen Spring
Kathrine Knittel
Kathryn Prather
Kathryn Foley
Kathryn & Roger Coit
Katya Petrivsky
Kay Litz
Kaya Holden
Keith and Kay Krebs
Kelsey Banaszynski
Ken Wool
Ken and Cheryl Eigsti
Kenneth Graczyk
Kenneth & Roberta Shake
Kevin Kaucher
Kevin & Deborah Wallace
Kit & Newby Herrod
Kristen Moeller
Larry Dusza
Larry Jack
Laura Deloatch
Laura Marcello
Laura Holt
Laura Hintz
Lauren Kroes
Laurence Gross
Laurie Weller
Laurie & Brian Dufala
Lawrence & Dorothy Christine
Lawton and Rowan Konecny
Layne Kottmeier
Leanne Read
Leland and Diane Lively
Leonarda Teach
Lesley Fulton
Leslie Ann Meyer
Linda Tomlinson
Linda Cook
Linda Osborne
Linda Fread
Linda & Michael Brazil
Lindsay Kelly
Lisa Leach
Lisa Guzman
Lois Huyck
Lorene Frank
Lori Hudson
Lorie Jackson
Lorin & Patricia Smith
Lorita and Dewey Groover
Louise Olsen-Marquez
Lucille & Charles Moore
Lynn & Nan Scully-Collins
Maggie Niemann
Malcolm & Martha Bauman
Marc & Alison Bessho
Marci King
Marcia Spiegelberg
Marcia & Joe Holub
Margaret & Douglas Kane
Marianne Dennin
Marilyn Brandt
Marilyn Fields
Mark Doering
Mark & Mary Montoya
Mark & Sally Tameler

Susan & Harry Deking
Susan Mohr & Howard Reid
Susanne Denwalt
Suzanne M. West
Svata Louda
Tally Zuckerman
Terri Buchanan
Terry and Mary Ann Williams
Theodore Schultz
Thomas Westrup
Thomas Luster
Thomas Small
Tim & Patty Elliott
Tom & Angela Finn
Tom & Carol MacKelvie
Tom & Karen Milligan
Tom and Francie Bomer
Tom and Nancy Repine
Tracy Rector
Travis & Candy Minke
Tricia Nickerson
Valerie Baker
Vickie Roe
Virginia Johnson
Wayne and Pamela Jensen
Wendy Rombold
Wendy Zechman
William Dorfeld
William Trucillo
William Oster
William Brown
William Harkcom
William & Nancy Brunell
William and Christine Franz
Yvonne DiCarlo
Yvonne & Kent Higgins

Sheba & Ram 
Simba
Smoky
Sophia
Sophie Barkett
Suds Nyberg
Sugaree
Susie
Taos Berndt
Tibby
Tigger

Bear
Bear Kerr
Bella Schaufler
Bonnie
Booker
Boozer
Buddy Champe
Bwana
Carlee Joslin
Cat Man Lou 
Chloe 

Robert and Leslie Kilborn
Robin Martini
Robyn Wille
Rod & Janet McCabe
Ronald Miller
Ronald Chalian
Roxanne Clark
Ruby Osberg
Russell & Linda Colling
Ruth Long
Sally Griego
Sandra Lukas
Sandra Biggs
Sandra Starnaman
Sara Jensen
Sara Mahan
Sara Getz
Sara & Bill Rider & Harwell
Sarah Baker
Scot and Tracey Banks
Scott & Jacqueline Fisher
Sharilyn & Paul Braly
Sharon Schutz
Sharon and William Jr. Adams
Sharon Jahr & Betty Bracewell
Sharry Reid
Sheila Hellen
Shelley Mayer
Sherri Johnston
Stacey Moyer
Stacie McWilliams
Stacy Carrera
Stanley & Melanie Cymansky
Steve Westra
Steve Wainz
Steve Duhaime
Steve & Viva Borbas
Steven Snyder
Sue Snively
Sunny Day
Susan Roebuck
Susan Cobb
Susan Harrington
Susan Bevington
Susan Kyle
Susan Wolfe

Tumbleweed
Velcro 
Wallie Bollinger
Wilbur
Willow
Winchester Calvert

Marlayna Mackenzie
Marsha Juday
Marsha & Dean Edwards
Martha Kriske
Martha Shoup
Mary Peck
Mary Lines
Mary Trauner
Mary & Timothy Ebuna
Matthew & Jeana Meinert
Matthew & Leslie Monagle
Meg Watkins
Mellisa Ravenwood
Meredith Tate
Meredith & Kenneth Beckett
Merilee Maupin
Michael O'Shea
Michael Klepper
Michael Keesey
Michael Craca
Michael Lynn
Michael Cude
Michael & Terry Barkett
Michael Glenn Penny
Michele & Timothy Masias
Michelle Arnold
Mike Buse
Monette & Butch Butler
Monica McCarthy
Mr. Sawtell
Mrs. Jane Vandewalle
Myrna Cunningham
Nancy Roberts
Nancy Burke
Nancy Dolansky
Nancy Carroch
Nancy Dolan
Nancy Fitzgerald
Nancy Odean
Nancy Bowsher
Neal Dawson
Nick & Jacqueline Avignon
Nicki & Tim Evans
Nina Carey
Nona Howe
Oksana Ward
P David Adams
Pam Klein
Pam Smith
Pamela Linan
Pamela Franzen
Patricia Barber
Patricia Willis
Patricia Moore
Patricia & Clyde Coble
Patricia Ann Glapa
Patrick & Brenda Bray
Paul Lang
Paul & Kathleen Campbell
Penny Harwood
Poppy Thorpe
Quinn & Julie Macleod
Rachel Theler
Ralph Spickermann and 
Hilary Paulson
Randal & Elizabeth Amettis
Randall & Doris Peters
Randy Thompson
Randy & Kerrie McFarland
Randy and Joy Duprey
Regina Peters
Richard Sharpe
Richard & Marjorie Allen
Rick and Connie Cameron
Rikki Swedhin
Rita McKee
Robert Scully
Robert Tramaloni
Robert Johnston
Robert Osborne
Robert Engel
Robert & Kimberly Schork
Robert & Mardelle Vonderohe
Robert & Marjorie Gray
Robert & Nancy James
Robert & Sherri Hillis

Werner Illig
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701 Gregg Drive
Buena Vista, CO 81211



*return service requested*

DONATE VOLUNTEER EMAIL CONNECT
$10 can

help an animal
sign up

online today
stay up-to-date
on AVHS news

connect with 
AVHS online

701 Gregg Drive, Buena Vista, CO 81211
(719) 395-2737  www.ark-val ley.org


