
PAW PRINTS

Faced with these challenges, rather than become
frustrated, I saw our staff team become grateful.
Grateful that these babies could be saved. Glad
that we had medications that could help.
Appreciative of Dr. Annie’s around-the-clock
support. Thankful, when another puppy pulled
through or a kitty finally stopped sneezing. Amazed
at our donors, who helped keep hope alive by
stopping in our lobby and sharing a story of a pet
they loved. Please SAVE THE DATE for our
Sunday, November 6th Open House. Our Board
Members and Staff Team are looking forward to
showing you around our facility, answering
questions, and sharing stories. We couldn’t do this
work without your support! May we all celebrate
this fall season by giving thanks.

Sincerely,

Amber Vanleuken
AVHS Executive Director 
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Inside Scoop...
Wow! It is truly amazing to have not only met but
surpassed our goal to raise $31,000 in the month of
August! With animal intakes climbing through the summer
months, it is wonderful to have ample funding to take care
of our special needs and medical case animals.
Interestingly, August was a tough month for animals in our
care…
A litter of Border Collie pups, received from a nearby
county’s hoarding case, were infected with giardia. Around
the same time, a number of cats coming from New Mexico
came down with coccidia, and others with upper respiratory
infections. Then, to our disbelief, several of our dogs began
with symptoms of kennel cough. Our Isolation kennels,
nearly empty on a typical day, were instead filled with sick
dogs, puppies, cats and kittens. Our staff team’s daily
routine now involved donning personal protective
equipment and cleaning and medicating for three hours
straight each morning. Our shelter veterinarian, Dr. Annie
Cordova, received our texts and phone calls seven days a
week, as we addressed one infection only to discover
another. Then a kitten arrived in a humane trap, hissing
one day and deciding to trust us the next. As we bathed
him, we noticed clumps of fur falling out, leaving bald
patches behind. Where had the days gone when an animal
arrived, got vaccinated, spayed and then adopted all within
a week's time? 
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Executive Director, Amber Vanleuken 
& Vice Chair, Allison Gergley




Happy Tails Photos! 
Thank you to everyone who adopted an animal this Summer!
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Movie Night at the Comanche Drive-in was a hit! 

Thank you to everyone who came out to see the Secret Life of Pets 2 at the
Comanche Drive-In this year. You helped raise $1,108 for the animals!
Special thanks to our amazing business sponsors: High Side! Bar & Grill,
Laura's dog training, Tracks Software, Rustic Wood, Good Skin Matters,
Goode Things, Mountain Dogs- Romp & Chomp, Sangre De Cristo Electric /
Tri-State, Mandala Collective, Sparks Provision & Seadog Sailing Inc. We
couldn't do it without you! 
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Big Heads, Bigger Hearts

Thank you to everyone who donated during our August
Matching Campaign!
Cindy & Mike Newell, Greg & Ruth Phillips, Bob
& Sarah McMahon, and Judy Hamontre
graciously doubled every gift made in August
up to a $15,5000 max contribution from them. 
We asked you to help us reach our fundraising
goal of $31,000 and you answered! In the
month of August $36,620 was raised for AVHS,
thank you! 

AVHS purchased 1425 E St, previously home to 14ers
Wieners food truck, in Salida, Colorado. This 400 square-
foot building will act as our new animal impound facility
serving southern Chaffee County. If a member of the
public finds a stray dog in southern Chaffee County they
can call Dispatch at (719) 539-2596 to have an officer
meet them at this facility to take in the animal. This Salida-
based facility is not a staffed location and animals
received at this facility without a known owner will be
transferred to the Buena Vista shelter for owner reclaim or
adoption services. 

Ark-Valley Humane Society Purchases Building in Salida 

Our 3rd annual tshirt fundraiser raised $676 for AVHS and 70+ people now have these great t-shirts!
They're still available for purchase at bonfire.com/adoptatavhs if you missed out! 

Donors Annette Dickinson and Buri Gibson doubled their donations in
August!  After selling their restaurant in Breckenridge, they collected $1,720
in dollar bills that had been taped and tacked to the walls by customers over
the years!  With their dog Sarah, who was adopted from AVHS in 2013, they
dropped by AVHS shelter with a bag full of cash!  Every dollar will go twice as
far, thanks to the McMahons, Phillips’, Newells and Hamontre!

ThankThankThank
you!you!you!

https://www.google.com/search?q=Salida+dispatch&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS924US924&ei=ceDVYqb3Ja3F0PEPoI6sOA&ved=0ahUKEwjm8_b_v4P5AhWtIjQIHSAHCwcQ4dUDCA8&uact=5&oq=Salida+dispatch&gs_lcp=&sclient=gws-wiz#
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Our amazing community donated 1,875lb of pet food at these two events! High Country back matched
1,000lbs of pet food with a $1,000 donation, along with donations from our community! Thank you
everyone! This food not only helps feed the animal at AVHS but also helps keep our community pet
food pantry open to community members in need. 

High Country Bank Hosts Two Food Drives for Ark-
Valley Humane Society 

Ways to Give 
Dogs come in all shapes and weights! Cats come in a variety of colors and breeds! Why not donations? They too
can come in many different forms and sizes! While the majority of gifts AVHS receives are online or mailed check
cash donations (thank you HUGELY!), there are a number of other creative and thoughtful ways to support AVHS
through gift giving!  
     
Consider signing up for monthly recurring online donations through the donate link on our website. Each month
your credit card will be automatically charged with the amount you designate, allowing for careful budgeting and
the ease of recurrent giving. In-Kind donations are non-cash items such as pet food, litter, or toys. These can be
dropped off at the shelter or purchased on Chewy.com or Amazon and shipped directly to the shelter. You can
also sign up for Amazon Smile by designating Ark-Valley Humane Society as your Charity, and a percentage of
all of your Amazon purchases will be automatically donated to AVHS!  
     
Or perhaps purchase a commemorative Brick or Glass Leaf? Bricks are $250, custom engraved, and are
displayed in the AVHS memorial garden. Hand-crafted Glass Leaves range from $50-$100 and are a beautiful
way to memorialize your pet. Get creative and host a garage sale or sell crafts with proceeds benefiting AVHS. A
child might be excited to ask for pet food donations instead of, or along with, birthday gifts. Businesses have
opportunities throughout the year to sponsor AVHS events and be recognized at those events for their
contributions.  

Donations can also come in the form of stocks, bonds, mutual funds, or even real estate, that may allow the
donor to avoid paying capital gains tax while directly supporting AVHS. Retirement planning offers other creative
ways to give, including Rollover IRAs and Charitable Gift Annuities that may also provide significant tax benefits.
Legacy gifts, including bequests by will or trust, or a beneficiary designation, enable donors to create a powerful
philanthropic legacy by designating some part of your estate as a donation to Ark-Valley Humane Society.

For gifts to Ark-Valley Humane Society other than cash, please contact your financial advisor or attorney first
before making a donation. Additionally, please contact Amber Vanleuken, executive director at Ark-Valley
Humane Society to ensure that your gift can be accepted. Look for more information about different ways to give
by clicking on the DONATE tab on our website. We are incredibly grateful for all the special ways our donors
support the work of AVHS. 
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Terri Buchanan, Chair



Allison Gergley, Vice Chair 



Sarah McMahon, Treasurer



Mary Ann Davidson, Secretary



Ruth Phillips



Greg Phillips



Tom Purvis



Judy Hamontre





Amber Vanleuken, 
Executive Director



Johny Sandoval,

Operations Manager



Emy Luebbering,
Outreach Manager



Krissy Zic,

Assistant Manager



Nikki Ritter, Medical & Transfer
Coordinator



Heather Mills, Volunteer & 

Foster Coordinator



Abbie Fritz, 
Animal Care Technician 



Kyra Neilly, 

Animal Care Technician 



Taylor Williams,
Animal Care Technician



Tiffany Mehalic,

Animal Care Technician
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Board of  Directors

S t a f f

N U M B E R S  T H A T
C O U N T

___________________________________

A n i m a l s  A d o p t e d

L o s t  A n i m a l s  R e t u r n e d  t o
O w n e r  

A n i m a l s  I n  F o s t e r

N u m b e r  o f  S p a y / N e u t e r
C o m m u n i t y  A s s i s t a n c e
S u r g e r i e s

JUNE -  AUG  RECAP
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119

Thank you to our Grant Funders!
These foundations and organizations helped with the building project,


general animal care, and spay/neuter

The Mary Elizabeth Bates Foundation
The Dr. Mary E Bates Foundation

Alice N Jenkins Foundation

65

77 

54



Thank you, Summer Donors!  June - August
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Judy Haines
Julia Stancil
Julie Macleod
Karen Watkins
Karen Timbrell
Karen Smith
Karen & Gary Masden
Karen & Joseph Lyczak
Karin Adams
Kay Litz
Keith and Kay Krebs
Kellie & Richard Spradlin
Kenneth & Donna Nicholas-Griesel
Kenneth & Sharon Tiegs
Kent Strickland
Kindra Hardy-Johnson
Kristine Brands
Kroger 
Kym and Hayden Mellsop
Larry Jack
Larry & Judy Fulton
Larry & Susan Ford
Larry and Merri Lou Cicerelli
Larry Lee & Sheryl Knight
Lea Stroud
Lee Davis
Leland and Diane Lively
Leslie & John Toepfer
Linda Cook
Linda Bergstrom
Linda Barczi
Linda & Michael Brazil
Linda & Stephen Taylor
Lisa Goldsberry
Lois Huyck
Lorene Farney
Lori Slifka
Lorin & Patricia Smith
Lynda Shelman
Lynn McNitt
Lynn Fish
Maggie Kellum
Mandala Collective 
Marcia & Joe Holub
Mariah Reynolds
Marianne Dennin
Marsha Brown & Michael Fischer, MD
Marsha & Dean Edwards
Martha Kriske
Martin & Kim Eos
Mary Trauner
Mary Gage
Mary & Len Hoffius
Mary Ann Davidson
Mary Jane Cavallo
McNeill Trucking Inc. 
Mellisa Ravenwood
Michael & Carole McGivern
Michael E. & Rose M. Lee
Mike's Garage 
Miller Rentals LLC 
Mo Burrito 
Monarch Mountain 
Mountain Dogs - Romp & Chomp 

"Until one has loved an animal,
 part of one's soul 

remains unawakened."
 -Anatole France

Ron Roberts
Ronald Wilson Southard
Steven S. Werner 
& Michael L. Werner
Teresa Hoffman

Allison Gergley
Always Azul Pottery 
Amanda Patrick
Anita Hagan
Anita Powers
Ann Hueter
Anna & Kenneth Gregory
Anne Price
Anne Parker
Arlene Tortoso
Ashley Rados
Barbara Behmer
Barbara Bentzin
Barbara Giesecke
Barbara Snyder
Barbara & Douglas Allender
Barton's Paw 
Becky & Scott Leonard
Beth Roberts
Betty & William Walters
Beverly Werner
Bill & Esther St. James
Bill & Junia Fitzgerald
Bob Daniel
Bob & Kate Garwood
Bob & Katy Grether
Bob and Marilyn Box
Bobbi & Rolf Baehr
Brenna Eaker
Carl & Rosanne Pearson
Carl J. & Jane M. Reno
Carol Abbott
Carole Perrin
Carolyn Findley
Cary Carlson
Cathy Davis
Celeste Veronica Jones Estate 
Cheryl Piderit
Cheryl Byler
Chris Pace
Christian & Sara Koch
Christina Connett
Cindy Lawrence
Clara Parker
Clifford Kennie
Clifford Mestel
Colleen Smith
Comfurt Gas 
Cristy Carothers
Cynthia & Tom Bement
Daniel May
Daniel Shore
Dave Hittle
David Bosshart
David Davidoff
David & Amy McCrary
David & Arlene Aldrich
David & Karen Monroe
Debbie Jackson
Debra Tannenbaum
Dennis Andrews
Dennis & Brenda Dempsey
Diane and Jerald Mounts
Dianne Nowlin

Dixie Goldsby
DJ Cisco
Donald Boyd
Donald & Cheryl Russell
Donald & Elaine Williams
Donna Hassinger
Donna & John Rhoads
Dorothy Miller
Douglas Kane
Dvora Kanegis
Einar and Lone Wulfsberg
Elizabeth White
Emily Duncan
Eye Candy Art & Treasure 
First Colorado Land Office 
Forsythe Fine Jewelry 
Frank and Jill Connaghan
Frankie Lee & Charles Hankins
Fred & Theresa Robison
Gabe & Angela Jater & Hartman
Gary Danhauer
Gayle and Joey Martinez
Gaylene Stevens
George Brown
George & Amy Walton
Gerald Noe
Ginger Green
Gone To The Dogs 
Good Skin Matters 
Goode Things 
H.R.R.M.C. 
Harriet Dygert
Heather Johnson
Heike Petersen
Helene Watson
Helene Watson, LPC, LLC 
High Country Bank - Salida 
High Plains Food Store 
Irena Wilder Consulting 
Jaime Lamp & Marcus Klump
James & Jean Ann McPhetres
James and Peggy Finkowski
James and Sally Kriebel
James and Sandra Minor
Jamie Stoik
Jane & Gary Bolding
Janet Mallow
Janet Schott
Jean Wilcox
Jennie Ridgley
Jennifer & David Ciancio
Jennifer & Steve Lee
Jenny & Dennis Kapela
Jerry and Elizabeth Miller
Jessica Ediger
Jim and Kathy Achatz
Jo Caissie
John & Cynthia Jacobson
John & Jenny Price
John and Anna Howard
Judith Kinzie
Judith Dockery
Judith Kratky
Judy Leaming

Your contributions to AVHS are invaluable to the lifesaving work we do everyday. The animals we help everyday have a second chance at life because of you.

Over the Rainbow Bridge
Human Memorials

Kayla L. 
Lily Lewrs
Lionel Derke
Maci 
Mai Mai 
Malaia
Mason 
Maverick Masingale
Molly 
Oscar Merchant

Bruce John Smith
Carol Hagan
Chloe Jack 
David Peisker
Doug Moore 
Dr. Robert Bearden

Dr. William Burton 
Dr. William Mehos 
Frances Belle Sustrich
Heather Lynn 
Jan Kennie
John Sulley 

In Kind Superstars:
Rocky Mountain Lumber

Cooper
Dakota
Deater
Empi Stubbs
Gracie Webb
Henry 
Jaxon Binns
Jody & Baxter Shake
Juju
Katy 

Pepper Lehmann
Poe
Princess
Pussy
Reece Turner
Ringo 
River
Roofus Garrett
Sally
Sam

Pet Memorials

"Hi there, I'm Molly,
available for adoption from

AVHS! I wanted to thank
everyone who donates to
AVHS-you're helping so

many animals just like me
find loving homes!"

Joni McCoy 
Laurie L. Walters
Linda's Sister
Mebbie Davidson Austin
Orthel Family
Reed Holt Jr.

Murdoch's Ranch and Home
Supply, LLC 
Nancy Bowsher
Nancy Taylor
Nancy & James Johnson
Nancy & John Mckinley-Cordiale
Neesen Enterprises LLC 
Neil and Nan Gant
Norman & Colleen Wheelock
Pam Smith
Pamela Plummer
Pati & John McNeil
Patricia Barber
Patricia & Clyde Coble
Patrick Bultemeier
Paul Harris
Paul & Kathleen Campbell
Paul & Terry Andrews
Paula King
PayPal Giving Fund 
Peggy Kraft
Peggy Jean Allen
Performance Tours Rafting 
Peter Neff
Quinn & Julie Macleod
Richard Beggs
Richard Yobak
Richard & Marjorie Allen
Rick and Connie Cameron
Rick and Elaine McPherson
Rita and Dave Day
Robert Osborne
Robert & Kimberly Schork
Robert & Mardelle Vonderohe
Roger Miller
Roger & Candy Minke
Roger and Deborah Cason
Ronald Miller
Ronen Porter
Russell & Sydney Schnurr
Rustic Woods 
Ruth Long
Ruth & Steve Lander
Salida Mountain Sports, Inc. 
Sally Griego
Sandra Lukas
Sandra Starnaman
Sara & Bill Rider & Harwell
Sarah Galyean
Scott & Jacqueline Fisher
Scott & Lisa Odom
Sharilyn & Paul Braly
Sharon Heiber
Sharon Jahr & Betty Bracewell
Sharry Reid
Shawn Shuey
Sheila Hellen
Shelley Rotramel
Shelley Mayer
Shirley & Phillip Pekala
Spark Provisions 
Stacie McWilliams
Stephanie & Richard Rafferty
Steve Duhaime

Steve & Gale Shaw
Steve & Viva Borbas
Susan Sulley
Susan Knippa
Tammy Evans
Terri & William Mantia
Terry and Mary Ann Williams
The Light Lab LLC 
Thelma Felt
Thomas Small
Tom & Carol MacKelvie
Tom & Sharon Young
Tracey Rideout
Tricia Nickerson
Two Roots Acupuncture 
Valley Fellowship Church 
Valley of the Sun United Way 
Virginia LaGrange
Wayne Close
Wendy Rombold
William Harkcom
William & Jean Dyer
William & Judy Lore
William & Nancy Brunell
William & Victoria McCormick
William Michael & Cynthia Sue
Newell
Your Best Friends' Mobile Vet -
Dr. Beth Ritchie 
Yvonne DiCarlo

Sammy
Scooter Kerr
Shooter
Spud Horton 
Stella
The pets of Marsha Unruh
Trevor Andrews
Westly Dages
Zoe Feuerstein

Ally Martin
Axel Miller
Belushi
Bogart
Buddy
Carissa
Cassie Propernick
Charlie
Chester Kriebel
Cholulu and Jackson
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701 Gregg Drive
Buena Vista, CO 81211



*return service requested*

DONATE VOLUNTEER EMAIL CONNECT
$10 can

help an animal
sign up

online today
stay up-to-date
on AVHS news

connect with 
AVHS online

701 Gregg Drive, Buena Vista, CO 81211
(719) 395-2737  www.ark-val ley.org

Save The Date: Feline & Fido Photo Contest returns Oct 17th-30th 


