
PAW PRINTS

 With so many changes in 2020, we are now
looking to 2021 to continue to embrace a foster-
based model of care while expanding new and
existing programs. 
We look forward to expanding our Behavior and
Enrichment Programs for shelter animals and for
community pets, including dog training classes! 
We look forward to expanding partnerships with
other shelters to grow our Transfer Program to
receive more dogs and cats for adoption.  We are
excited to continue to reinvent our Volunteer
Program to discover new ways for volunteers to
care for animals, support our programs, and
fundraise for AVHS.  Our 2021 events will continue
to be virtual.  Bow Wow Film Festival was a huge
success with over 15 sponsoring businesses and
film goer-numbers that surpassed expectations and
came from all over the country!  We encourage
you, your pet, or your business team to support
AVHS by participating in this year’s Tails on the
Trail on May 16th.  Look for a movie supporting
AVHS at the Comanche Theatre this summer and
more exciting new events!  Your support makes a
HUGE difference in the lives of so many animals
and makes Chaffee County a great community to
live in for people and pets alike.

Sincerely,

Amber van Leuken
AVHS Executive Director
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In 2020 our team of eight staff members, ten board
members and 60 volunteers helped 1,249 animals
through our sheltering, spay/neuter, microchipping,
safety net, and adoption programs. In doing so, the
Average Length Of Stay for animals at our shelter was
13.6 days and our Asilomar Live Release Rate was
99%! In 2020, of the 421 animals sheltered, 77% of cats
and 85% of dogs originated in Chaffee County.  Others
received were relinquished by owners living in
surrounding counties.  Our community spay and neuter
programs provided reduced or no-cost spay/neuter for
227 owned cats and dogs living in Chaffee County.  In
addition, 22 reduced or no-cost microchips were offered
to owned pets.  All 241 dogs and cats adopted from
AVHS were spayed or neutered, up-to-date on
vaccinations, and microchipped before leaving our
doors.  Our Return To Owner Rates for strays were 84%
for dogs and 15% for cats; considerably higher than
national averages. The year 2020 was unique, as Ark-
Valley shelter closed its doors to the public in March in
response to the COVID-19 Pandemic and shifted
operations to foster-based and contactless services to
protect our community. We increased our Safety Net
Programs by offering a Community Pet Food and
Supply Pantry that served 579 pets in 2020 and offered
Pet Boarding for families in crisis.  In partnership with
Chaffee County Community Foundation we established
a Community Pet Emergency Fund to assist families
with the cost of life-saving emergency care for their
pets.  We continue to utilize AVHS South as an impound
facility for law enforcement in Salida and southern
Chaffee County.
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Inside Scoop...
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Freedom Ride Photos! 
Thank you to everyone who adopted an animal this winter!

SPRING NEWSLETTER |  2021

 

AVHS Pet Food Pantry
Helps feed 285 pets in need

this past quarter!
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In early January Ark-Valley Humane
Society was called to assist with some
animals in dire need in Salida. After a small
house fire broke out in a home, first
responders noticed that the cats living
there were not in great health. 2 deceased
cats were found with 9 living. They were in
extremely sub-par conditions, many with
months of feces still attached to their fur.
Three AVHS staff members arrived to help
get the cats into a safer place.
Unfortunately these cats were extremely
under-socialized and fearful
(understandably so), but after hours of
work they were all safely transported to the
shelter. Sadly, one of the cats passed
away. After over two weeks of care we
were able to place the remaining 8 into
loving foster homes in pairs, where they
have spent the past several weeks slowly
learning to trust humans again. Three of
the pairs have been adopted! We're
extremely grateful to our fosters and fellow
staff members who are spending time and
care to help socialize these cats.

Mental health can affect people and
their pets in many ways. When you can,
check up on your neighbors, family,
friends and their pets. You may be able
to help more than you realize.
At the time of writing this, two of these
cats (Smokey & Juliet) are still available
for adoption together through AVHS,
please check out our adoptable cats
page if interested in learning more: ark-
valley.org/adopt/cats/. 
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AVHS Helps Cats In Need

Pictured here: Krissy Zic, Nikki Ritter &
 Amber van Leuken

Juliet & Smokey, available for adoption! 
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Even though we weren't in a
theater filled with other animal
lovers this year, our community
still showed how much they
support and care for the
homeless pets of Chaffee
County! It was our biggest year
yet, with the film festival raising
over $3,500 for the Humane
Society! Thank you so much to
everyone who tuned in to enjoy
these heart warming, dog centric
films. 

Virtual Bow Wow Film Festival was a Hit! 
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Special thanks to our amazing business sponsors!

We can't wait to see what next years
films bring and are hopeful we can
enjoy them together in the beautiful
SteamPlant Theater. 
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Board of  Directors

S t a f f

N U M B E R S  T H A T
C O U N T

___________________________________

A n i m a l s  A d o p t e d

L o s t  A n i m a l s  R e t u r n e d  t o
O w n e r  

A n i m a l s  I n  F o s t e r

N u m b e r  o f  S p a y / N e u t e r
C o m m u n i t y  A s s i s t a n c e
S u r g e r i e s

DECEMBER -  FEBRUARY  RECAP
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Thank you to our Grant Funders!
These foundations and organizations helped with the building project,

general animal care, and spay/neuter

Lauretta Boyd Charitable Trust

The Mary Elizabeth Bates Foundation

The Dr. Mary E Bates Foundation

Alice N Jenkins Foundation

39
 

56
 

34
 



Thank you, Winter Donors! December - February 
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Douglas Ragan
Douglas Larson
Douglas & Elizabeth Crane
Duff Lacy
Dunn Finance & Insurance
Dvora Kanegis
DW & BJ Serrurier
Eliot Miller
Elisabeth Evans
Elizabeth Lewis
Elizabeth Stuyt
Ellen Larson
Eric Thompson
Ethan & Laura James
First Colorado Land Office
First Colorado Land Office
Forest & Linda Lewis
Francisco Martinez
Frank & Kathryn Grimo
Frankie Lee & Charles Hankins
Gabrielle Carey
Gail Venturi
Gale Shaw
Galen & Linda Moltz
Gary Danhauer
Gary & Linda Killen
Gary & Lisa Thompson
Gayle Green
Gaylynn Cowan
Geoffrey and Kristin Feuerstein
George Brown
George & Linda Wild Rose Ranch
Georgia Brown
Ginger Green
Glenda Foster
Gone To The Dogs
Gordon & Shirley Trask
Grace Church
Gregg Grant
Gregory & Denise Fisher
Gwendolyn Meythaler
Harriet Dygert
Harriette Yeakley
Hatfield Ranch
Hazel Bracewell
Heart of the Rockies Radio
Heather Johnson
Heike Petersen
Helen Presswood
Helen Scott & Leo Karl
Helene Watson, LPC, LLC
Helga Adasz
High Plains Food Store
Hollie Hirst
Holly Grady
Isabella Warholoski
J.F. & Janet McMurry
Jack Stockton
Jack Lee
Jackie & Judith Moorhead
James Wilson
James Birmingham
James & Flora Sanders
James & Jean Ann McPhetres
James & Susan Breckenridge
James and Sally Kriebel
Jamie Hoover
Jamie Scoggins
Jan Smith
Jan H Schmidt
Jane Templeton
Jane Cisco
Jane & Paul Hudon
Janet Schott
Janet Mallow
Janet McCabe
Janet Bjerke Williams
Jason Moore
Jay & Mitzi Leaver
JD Longwell
Jean Moltz
Jean Leeper

11th Judicial District Court
ACA Products, Inc.
Adam Johnson
Adelaide Leavens
Advanced Construction Ltd
Aileen & James Martinson
Alan & Karen Robinson
Alexis Lauren Roberts
Alina Kremer
Allen Lane
Alpine Culligan Water, LLC
Amanda Hopkins
Amy & Ronald Dennis
Amy's Hair Design
Andrea Wilkerson
Andrew and Teresa Koransky
Andrith Davis
Ani & Bridget DeShazo
Anita Powers
Anna Ward
Anna Murphy
Anna & Kenneth Gregory
Annette Dickinson
Anson Franklin
Anthony & Donna Miller
Anupa Wellness
Anytime Fitness
Arlene & Fred Rollo
Arlette Greeno
Arrowpoint Cattle
Art & Bobbie Burgess
Aubrey & Mickey Holderness
Averi Schaubman Stoebner
B. A. W.
Bank Of The West
Barbara Kurtz
Barbara Snyder
Barbara Vernon
Barbara Jones
Barbara & Alan Seeling
Barbara & Douglas Allender
Barry Goldmuntz
Benney Builders Inc
Beth Roberts
Beth Carnell
Betsy Downing
Betsy Lincicome
Beverley & Todd Van Santen
Beverly Freeman
Beverly J Hoover
Bill Urbanowski
Bill & Connie Buskist
Bill & Junia Fitzgerald
Bill & Peg Bruckart
Bliss Reality
Bob and Marilyn Box
Bob and Marjorie Gray
Bob Topp & Raule Nemer
Bonnie Boylan
Bonnie Green
Brad Redmiles
Brad Leach & Cindy Williams
Brady Brothers, Inc.
Brenda Luensmann
Brian & Bonnie Davis
Britt Hughes
Britt & Michael Ebinger Ravnan
Bruce Kroeker
Bruce & Mary Hall
Bruce and Judy Smith
Budget Plumbing & Heating
BV Tool and Equipment Rental
Cafe Dawn
Caleb Ellis
Carl and Mary Ann Davis
Carl J. & Jane M. Reno
Carol Whitaker
Carol Higgins
Carol Owens
Carol Novak
Carol Smith
Carol & Floyd Fauser

Carol & Leo Bush
Carole Smith
Carole Perrin
Carole Feese
Caroline Champe
Carolyn Findley
Carolyn & Jon Clark
Carolyn & Robert Gibson
Cary Carlson
Cary&Dave Unkelbach/Olmstead
Cate & Scott Hazlitt
Cathy Ashley
CCR Rolloffs
Cecile Young
Charity & Clint Larson
Cherie Xavier
Cheryl Byler
Cheryl Cook - McCoy
Cheryl & Bob Hardy-Moore
Cheryl McBride & Clinton 
Lawrence
Cheryll Faust
Chili Heads Glass & Vape
Chipita Counseling Services LLC
Chris & Deirdre Wait
Chris & Jonnalee Holmes
Christeen Romero
Christine Ankenbauer
Claudia Kershaw
Claudia Keim
Clifford Kennie
Clifford Mestel
Col Martha J M Kelley & 
James A Mowbray
Colleen Kunkel
Colorado Gives 
CO Housing & Finance Authority
Comfurt Gas
Companion Care LLC
Conrad Nelson
Craig Hegeman
Craig & Karan Tierney
Criselle Tuckel
Cynthia and Daryl Klinedinst
Dale Hoffman
Dale & Carole Passmore
Damon & Joy Lange/Jackson
Dana Brandon
Danel Segura-Ford
Daniel May
Darlene Godat
Darren Zabloudil
David Carmell
David & Ann Johnson
David & Arlene Aldrich
David & Karen Monroe
David & Sharon Passarelli
David and Diane Connaughton
David and Sharon Weddle
Dean Hulsey
Deanna Bradley
Debbie Coats
Debbie Jackson
Debi Duggan & James Raymond
Deborah Farrell
Deborah & Michael Brown
Deborah & Richard Shovald
Debra Richter-Pepper
Della & Tom Sullivan
Denise Micciche
Dennis & Barbara Meinecke
Dennis & Brenda Dempsey
Deveney Enterprises, Inc.
Dewey & Lorita Groover
Diane Bails
Dinah & Roy Newton
Doc's Heating & Cooling
Donald Boyd
Donna Mausbach
Donna Hassinger
Donna Curtis
Doris Donkle

Your contributions to AVHS are invaluable to the lifesaving work we do everyday. The animals we help everyday have a second chance at life because of you.

Over the Rainbow Bridge  
"Until one has loved an animal,

 part of one's soul 
remains unawakened."

 -Anatole France

Human Memorials

Ammo
Aspen
BeaureGaurde
Bella
Belle Jackson, Buddha
Milhoan, Mistoffelees
Hansen, Bowen Hickins,
Jack Close, Melo Krayna, &
Jewel Griffin
Blankie
Blue
Brandy 
Bubbie
Buddy
Charlie 
Chigger
Cili 

Copper
Daisy 
Dolli
Doxie
Dusty
Earl
Ellie
Ezra
Fancy
Gold Nugget
Gruemer
Hagrid
Hita
Hope
Hoss
Hunter
Jack

Missy 'The Malemute' Bennett
Mocha Joe
Molly Wingert, Cubby Gertson,
Chaney Allen, Karma Kinberg,
George & Amigo Barnett, Titus
Blossom & Sitka Doyle
Ms. Pinon
Nugget
Nuggy 
Otter
Outside Kitty 
Pete Hazlitt
Poncho
Princess
Puddy Cat
Remy Weeks and Thumper
Vernon and Sally Weeks

Bernice Walker
Bob Cook
Charles Newcomb
Chris Hellen 
Clarence Porter
Craig

Erin Christine Kelly
Gwen Penchlecher
Jan Kennie
Jan Whitaker & 
Gerald Whitaker
Jean Brody 

Jennifer Pittman
Jim Schutz
John Elliott
Julia (Judy) Litz
Kathleen Sharpe
Kim

In Kind Superstars:
Rocky Mountain Lumber

Jean Wilcox
Jeanine Zeman
Jeannie Nachtrieb
Jefferson Farm Products LLC
Jeffrey Shipp
Jeffrey and Claudia Guy
Jeffrey Trent Hickman
Jennie Ridgley
Jennifer Baker
Jennifer Coady
Jennifer & David Ciancio
Jenny & Brandon Erchul
Jerri Doran
Jerry Reitmeyer
Jim & Dennis Ann Strong
Jim & Rose Seavey
Jo Caissie
Joan Pease
Joan Lydy
JoAnn Myers
John Phillips
John Polenek
John Wood
John & Barbara Groy
John & Cynthia Dykins
John & Jenny Price
John & Nancy Klein
John & Susan Ellis
John and Dorothea Gauss
John and Susan Klinsing
John Paul & Karen Boggs Bryant
Judith Macknight
Judith Kratky
Judith Kinzie
Judith Eyler
Judith Greathouse
Judith & Thomas Dury
Judith I Retz
Judy Haines
Judy Hamontre
Judy Riley
Judy Leaming
Juergen Daub
Julie Taylor
June Nakamura
June Hamilton
Karen Watkins
Karen Bowers
Karen Johnson
Karen Pate
Kathie Walsh
Kathrine Knittel
Kathryn Prather
Kathryn Dunleavy
Kathryn & Roger Coit
Kay Litz
Keith E.Boyd Pump Service
Ken & Christine Kokrda
Kenneth Graczyk
Kenneth & Roberta Shake
Kent Montgomery
Kevin Stith
Kevin & Deborah Wallace
KHEN 106.9 TenderfootBroadcasting
Kim Kitchen
Kim & Alan Schwarz
Kirk & Marcy Scheidt
Klamp Properties, LLC
Kristen Peterson
Kristen & Ron Lahner
Kristen A Ellisor
Kristian & Lori Johnson
Kroger
Ks Dairy Delite
Kurt Gaston
Kym and Hayden Mellsop
Larry Dusza
Larry & Susan Ford
Lary Floyd
Laurel & Will Biedermann
Laurence Gross
Laurie Sclavi

Layne Kottmeier
Lea Stroud
Leanne Read
Lee James
Lee Cribbs
Leila Paulson
Leland and Diane Lively
Lelia Coveney
Leonarda Teach
Linda Osborne
Linda Fox
Linda Cook
Linda Tomlinson
Linda Loughrey
Linda Lemmer
Linda & Michael Brazil
Lindsay Kelly
Linnea Reed Ellis
Lois Huyck
Lorene Frank
Lorene Farney
Lori Hudson
Lorie Jackson
Lorin & Patricia Smith
Lornie Lowry
Lorraine De Luco
Lorri & Chris Lau
Lowell Brooks
Lucille Kunes
Lynn Schultz-Writsel
Lynn A and Marybeth Anderson
Marci King
Marcia Spiegelberg
Margaret Meise
Margot & Chris Brauchli
Maria Chansky
Mariann & Gary Mason
Marilyn Brandt
Marilyn & William Swegart
Marion Hintz
Mark Watson
Mark Mehos
Mark & Diana Walters
Mark & Laurie Weller
Mark & Sally Tameler
Mark & Sarah Hammer
Marsha & Dean Edwards
Martha Shoup
Martha Kriske
Martin & Kim Eos
Mary Frazee
Mary Trauner
Mary Peck
Mary Hallman
Mary Moore
Mary & Len Hoffius
Mary & Stanley Francis
Mary Ann Bailey
Mary Beth France
Mary Carlisle Ellis
Mary Gontero and Wendell Day
Mary Jane Cavallo
Mary Lou McCausey
Mary Therese Anstey
Maryann Marszalek
Matt & Tina Bennetts
Matthew Boin
Matthew & Jeana Meinert
Matthew & Leslie Monagle
Meg Watkins
Megan Blake
Megan Andreozzi-Harris
Megan Husen
Merilee Maupin
Michael Gallagher
Michael McCarthy
Michael Craca
Michael & Samar Fay
Michael and Kay Neises
Michael and Sharon O'Shea
Michelle & Sean West Leach
Mireille Key

Misty Oxford
Mona Bellantonio
Monica McCarthy
Mountain Phoenix Roasters
Myrna Cunningham
Myrtle Phillips
Nancy Bowsher
Nancy McKenna
Nancy Roberts
Neal Dawson
Nelson & Linda Post
Network For Good
Nicki Evans
Norman J Wells, Jr.
Pack Leashes
Paige & Joe Judd
Pam Smith
Pamela Linan
Patricia Picard
Patricia & Clyde Coble
Patricia and Francis Fisher
Patty Martillaro
Patty Skahan
Paul & Paula Sazonick
Pavement Maintenance Services, 
Peggy Askins
Penguin Construction Co., Inc.
Peri & Edward Solder
Peter Bond
Peter Neff
Peter & Janet Wheeler- Kitzman
Peter & Patricia Watson
Peyton Holland
Phyllis Massee
Picture Perfect Dog Grooming LLC
Ralph Parker
Ralph & Cheryl Lindberg
Randal & Elizabeth Amettis
Randall & Doris Peters
Randy and Jonna Crane
Rene Frazee
Richard Kenshalo
Richard Yobak
Richard Sharpe
Rick and Connie Cameron
Rikki and Diana Swedhin
Rinko Lengerich
Rita Krasnow
River+Tree Inn
Robert Pierron
Robert McAnally
Robert Reber
Robert Tramaloni
Robert & Kathy Crowther
Robert & Marilyn Frykholm
Robert & Mohanta Schalit
Robert & Patricia Jahla
Robert and Leslie Kilborn
Robert and Yvonne Gleason
Robert Sander or Linda Mulka
Roberta Hoy
Robin Bonus
Robyn Erler
Roger Miller
Roger Edrinn
Rose Lee
Rosemary Aceto
Roxane Cromwell
Ruby Osberg
Russell & Linda Colling
S R & J M Reid
Salida Mountain Sports, Inc.
Sally Griego
Sandra Starnaman
Sandra Campbell
Sarah Baker
Schuyler & Gus Felts
Scott & Karen Strother
Scott & Nancy Jones
SEADOG SAILING INC
Sharilyn & Paul Braly
Sharon Schutz

Sharon & Geoff Kalie
Sharon Jahr & Betty Bracewell
Shawn Shuey
Shawna Paulin
Sheila Hellen
Shelby & Katherine Lindsay
Shelley Mayer
Shirley & Phillip Pekala
Siron & Bella Page
Stacie McWilliams
Stanley Upchurch
Starr Mumma
Steve & Lynn Nicks
Steve & Viva Borbas
Stotler & Young, PC
Stuart & Janie Allen
Sue Snively
Sue Keyes
Sunny Day
Susan Meise
Susan Gheleta
Susan & Harry Deking
Susan and William Frensley
Susie Donaldson
Tag Lees
Terri & William Mantia
Terrie Cannon
Terry and Mary Ann Williams
The Kersting Team LLC
The Mary Elisabeth Bates Foundation
Theodore Andrews
Theresa Scales
Thomas Fisher
Thomas & Patricia McCauley
Thomas Manfred & Debra
Tannenbaum
Timothy and Deborah Scully
Todd Bailey
Tom Purvis
Tom & Carol MacKelvie
Tom & Karen Milligan
Tracks Software
Tracy Garr
Tres Litros Beer Company
Tri-State Generation And
Transmission Association, Inc.
Vaughn & Sherry Bishop
Vicki Berman
Vickie Eberle
Vickie Humphrey
Victory Hill
Vincent Summers
Virgil Spanier
Virginia LaGrange
Warren & Judy Schoedel
Warren and Truda Moreau
Wayne & Paula Lallier
Wendi White
Wendy Rombold
Wendy Stewart
Wes Johnson
West Chambless and Rachael Hoch
William Harkcom
William Kramer
William Mehos
William & Brenda Bennett
William and Christine Franz
Wrex & Elizabeth Harnish
Y. & K. Excavation, Inc.
Your Best Friends' Mobile Vet - Dr.
Beth Ritchie
Yvonne Little

Larry Leeper 
Larry Meise
Lily Dusza
Linda
Lois Lounsbery 
Oscar Tomlinson

Phyllis Kittel 
Poe
Robert & Janet Schliep
Robert Kratky
Ryan Stanley 
Sarah Lee Bergman

Jet
Juju
June
Katie
Lark
Leo
Lilly-Blue
Louie & Deuce
Lucy 
Luna
Mac
Madison 
Maggie  
Maggie Mae
Malaia
Marley 
Mia Meow

Rex
Roxy McCarty
Rudy
Ruger Swarny, Nelli Phillips,
Jerico Bentley, Chester
Bergstrom, Chinook
Knudson/Pennington, Lakoda
Hagerty, Buddy Kramer, Bodhi
Stroud, Marshmello Diesslin,
Kitty Dean, Sage Rauch,
Tadges Berndt, and Heidi
Gibson
Sadie
Sadie-Dudie
Sam
Scout
Sissy 

Skylar
Smokie
Sophie
Spike & Angus
Spook 
Susie
Sweetie
Tia
Trapper & Tabor
Trouble (Trouby) 
Vincent VanGoat

Pet Memorials

Steve Werner
Theresa Watson 
Victor K. Seidel III
Virus deceased patients
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701 Gregg Drive
Buena Vista, CO 81211

 
*return service requested*

DONATE VOLUNTEER EMAIL CONNECT
$10 can

help an animal
sign up

online today
stay up-to-date
on AVHS news

connect with 
AVHS online

SAVE THE DATE-  VIRTUAL Tai ls  on the Trai l ,  May 16th 2021  

701 Gregg Drive, Buena Vista, CO 81211
(719) 395-2737  www.ark-val ley.org


