
PAW PRINTS

 This year AVHS has improved its shelter services,
which include a pet food bank, pet boarding for families
in crisis, spay/neuter assistance, and behavioral
support for owned pets.  In partnership with Chaffee
County Community Foundation we are currently
working on implementing a community pet emergency
medical fund as well.  
Pet stores and online pet sellers have seen the
pandemic as an opportunity to increase their share of
the puppy or kitten market.  It is important that families
still look to shelters first when searching for a new pet. 
 A wonderful resource for this is Petfinder.com, a
website that helps connect people with pets available
for adoption at shelters and in rescues throughout the
country.  If you are considering buying from a breeder,
remember, if you are unable to go visit the puppy or
kitten and its parents and siblings, and see the
conditions of where they and any other animals are
living, steer clear!  Puppies at pet stores or available to
ship to your door or a nearby airport likely come from a
puppy mill, where parent dogs suffer in cruel and
inhumane conditions.  Don’t believe promises of “no
puppy mill”, customer reviews or health guarantees. 
Thank you for doing your part, in our local community
and beyond, to ensure that all pets have the loving
homes they deserve this holiday season!  Wishing you
a winter of good health and plenty of cuddle time with
your pets.

Sincerely,

Amber van Leuken
AVHS Executive Director 1

Record pet adoptions was the first surprising trend that came
out of the initial stay-at-home orders enacted across the
nation last spring as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  As
many of you remember, for the first time in Ark-Valley
Humane Society’s history, every kennel in our shelter
building was emptied as cats and dogs found adoptive or
foster homes at record rates.  With bated breath, our staff,
board, and volunteers wondered if this trend would reverse
and shelters, including ours, would eventually begin to fill up
with returned animals or newly relinquished pets.  
Amazingly, our foster program has stayed strong and our pet
intake overall has been down 37%.  It seems this pandemic
has had a silver lining for pets, as more people are home to
care for pets and appreciate the companionship their pets
provide.  Even more surprising is that this is not just a local
trend.  According to Shelter Animals Count, a national
database, data from 1,270 animal welfare organizations
across the country found that 548,966 pets entered those
shelters in March through June 2020, compared to 840,750
during the same period last year—a reduction of 35 percent.  
Not only is this reason to celebrate, but so was the resulting
increase in lives saved, with tens of thousands fewer cats
and dogs euthanized in shelters nationwide.  It has been a
long-standing practice at AVHS that every healthy or
treatable cat or dog we receive will find a loving home, and
now this is a possibility shared by many more shelters across
the country.  Nevertheless, pet homelessness still exists and
if we want these positive trends to continue there are two
areas of focus that will need the attention of our programs
and our community: Pet Retention and Puppy Mill Education.
Keeping pets in homes, especially in the face of economic
hardship or housing instability, requires strong pet retention
programs.
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Inside Scoop...
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Freedom Ride Photos! 
Thank you to everyone who adopted an animal this fall!
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Shout out to High
Country Bank for

hosting 2 food drives
to help us keep our
community pet food

pantry stocked! 
We now have a Community Pet
Food Pantry! Call us if in need of

pet food or supplies
719.395.2737



3

______________________________

When we decided to cancel our biggest

fundraiser of the year, Cause for the Paws (due

to COVID-19) Greg & Ruth Phillips and Bob &

Sarah McMahon challenged our community to

help raise crucial funds for AVHS in a different

way. They offered to match donations by 50%

up to $7,000 contribution from them. Our

amazing community definitely answered that

challenge! We raised $28,288 thanks to our

amazing community! We also wanted to give a

special thanks to Bank of the West and

Monarch Mountain who still gave a sponsorship

despite having to cancel Cause for the Paws.

FALL MATCHING CAMPAIGN HELPED RAISE CRUCIAL FUNDS!
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Thanks to our Platinum Sponsor:  

Thanks to our Gold Sponsor: 

We have 2021 calendars
available for purchase! 
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When asked what surprised her most about working here,
she noted the amount of work that goes on behind the
scenes. From extensive vet attention to behavior
modification plans when needed, there’s a lot more to it than
just snapping a photo and putting the animal up for adoption.
When Krissy isn’t helping care for the animals at AVHS she
enjoys being outside with her dog Moki, who she adopted 
 last spring.

 

If you haven’t gotten the opportunity to meet Krissy Zic, we’d
love to introduce you to her here!
Krissy is an animal care technician who has been working
with AVHS for over a year now. We’re lucky to have her fun
and positive spirit as a member of our team, she truly gives
the animals that come through our doors the best care.
When asked what she liked most about working at Ark-
Valley Humane Society Krissy said, ‘My absolute favorite
thing about working here is trying to let each animal know
that they are seen, and that they are loved. I can’t imagine
what it feels like being in a whole new environment with
people that you’ve never met and not understanding what is
going on. I strongly believe that it can make a world of
difference if the animal can recognize a friendly face and feel
comforted.’ Many of the scared and shy animals we get in as
strays or owner surrenders find a friend in Krissy almost
immediately.
 

 
    My absolute favorite thing

about working here is trying

to let each animal know that

they are seen 

 Moki joined her cat Billie in the home.
Billie was found in the field at
Weathervane Farm, emaciated and
trying her best to hunt for food,
despite being declawed. Krissy took
her into AVHS (prior to working here)
and adopted her a month later! Krissy
says, ‘I would just like to thank all
AVHS supporters for caring about
their community and all the critters
that come our way. Without
community support, this organization
would not be able to provide the love
and care necessary for animals to be
placed in homes. I would not want to
imagine a world without the type of
folks that go out of their way to make
a difference (people like you!). Thank
you!’
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Thanks to all who came out
to Moonlight Monday, you

helped raise $760! 



John Ellis, Chair
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Board of  Directors

S t a f f

N U M B E R S  T H A T
C O U N T

___________________________________

A n i m a l s  A d o p t e d

L o s t  A n i m a l s  R e t u r n e d  t o

O w n e r  

A n i m a l s  I n  F o s t e r

N u m b e r  o f  S p a y / N e u t e r

C o m m u n i t y  A s s i s t a n c e

S u r g e r i e s

SEPTEMBER-NOVEMBER RECAP
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Thank you to our Grant Funders!
These foundations and organizations helped with the building project,

general animal care, and spay/neuter

Lauretta Boyd Charitable Trust

The Mary Elizabeth Bates Foundation

The Dr. Mary E Bates Foundation

Alice N Jenkins Foundation

48

81

52



Thank you, Fall Donors! September-November
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High Country Bank - Salida
HJ & Bonnie Konowitz
Hop and Marianne Potter
Irena Wilder
Ivy Broudy
Jaime Lamp & Marcus Klump
James Bouma
Jamie Estrada
Jane & Gary Bolding
Janet Schott
Janet Mallow
Janet Abbott
Janice Toniazzo
Jayne Mabus
Jean Gross
Jean Hanfelt
Jean Wilcox
Jeannie Peters & Charles Rose
Jeff Ince
Jennie Ridgley
Jennifer Bundrick
Jewell & Gary Dejong
Jim & Dennis Ann Strong
Jim & Jean Ann McPhetres
Jim & Rose Seavey
Jim and Kathy Achatz
Jimmy Bisese
Jo Caissie
Jo Ann Rzeppa
Joan Adair
Joanie Barbier
Joe Anderson
John Hoffman
John Zeising
John & Barbara Groy
John & Cyd Drake
John & Jenny Price
John & Marie Mullenax
John & Marilyn Coleman
John & Susan Ellis
John G Damrath, Jr.
John Walker and Roxann Moore
Judith Gilbert
Judith Greathouse
Judith Hamontre
Judith Smith
Judith Eyler
Judith Kratky
Judith Genrich
Judith Page
Judith Dockery
Judith I Retz
Judy Wait
Judy Haines
Judy Lore
Judy Leaming
Julie Macleod
Julie Teicher
Kaleidoscope Toys
Karen O'Connell
Karen Bowers
Karen Timbrell

4 EYECANDY LLC
Ade McGrath-Sheehan
Adrian Reif
Alexander Joan Ware
Alice N. Jenkins Foundation
Alison Peticolas
Allison Gergley
Amber Daugherty
Andy & Cleta Grey
Ani & Bridget DeShazo
Anita Powers
Ann Vansant
Anna & Kenneth Gregory
Anne Lipscomb
Anne Parker
Annette Dickinson
Aubrey & Mickey Holderness
B. A. W.
Barbara Keller
Barbara Kurtz
Bill Urbanowski
Bill & Junia Fitzgerald
Bob & Kate Garwood
Bonnie Green
Boyd Steinhoff
Brenda Kochevar
Brittney Barger
Brooke Stover
Butch and Rhonda Butler
Cara Madee
Carl J. & Jane M. Reno
Carol Ahuna
Caroline Champe
Carolyn Findley
Caron & Michael Wilbur
Cary Carlson
Caryn Cahill
Cat Beardsley
Cecil Rhodes
Charles & Denise Washer
Charles and Janice Vashus
Charlie Luceno
Chili Heads Glass & Vape
Chris McGinnis
Chris and Diana Hanes
Christopher Moutray
Chuck Sumner
Chujia Zhang
Cindy Hagg
Cindy Lawrence
CL Rumsey
Clara Parker
Clifford Mestel
Clinton & Cheryl Lawrence
Cocovinis Design
Colorado Pet Overpopulation Fund
Conrad Nelson
Csilla Depue
Cynthia Gill
Cynthia & John Dykins
Daniel & Christine Dziennik
Daniel & Prina Fitzgerald

David Easterling
David Davidoff
David & Amy McCrary
David & Arlene Aldrich
David & Carrie Morgan
David and Cindy Phillips
David and Jacqueline Williams
David and Sharon Weddle
Dean Crymble
Deb Krizmanikh
Debbie Coats
Debby Coson
Deborah Gower
Delaine Duprey
Dellina Strelow
Dennis and Jane Aebersold
Diana Reneau
Diann Scanga
Dixie Goldsby
DJ Cisco
Don & Pam Dubin
Donald Boyd
Donor Anonymous
Dorothy Miller
Douglas Kane
Douglas and Patricia Scott
Dr. Alan & Elaine Adams
DW & BJ Serrurier
E & S Johnston
Edith Williams
Edward Meyer
Edward & Patricia Schlatter
Einar and Lone Wulfsberg
Elaine Howe
Eleanor Ludwig
Elizabeth Ritchie
First Colorado Land Office
first_name last_name
Forrest Whitman
Frances & Andrea Sustrich
Frank and Jill Connaghan
Frankie Lee & Charles Hankins
Fred & Theresa Robison
Fred and Debora Jackson
Frederick Lee
G.W. Alexander
Gale Shaw
Garver Brown
Gary Hall
Gary Danhauer
Gary & Jan Stephan
Gaylene Stevens
Gaylynn Cowan
George Oversole
George Brown
Gerald Noe
Gerald & Carolyn Vanden Bosch
Ginger Green
Greg & Ruth Phillips
Gwendolyn Meythaler
Heike Petersen
Helene Watson, LPC, LLC

Your contributions to AVHS are invaluable to the lifesaving work we do everyday. The animals we help everyday have
a second chance at life because of you.

Over the Rainbow Bridge "Until one has loved an animal,
 part of one's soul 

remains unawakened."
 -Anatole France

Human Memorials

Pet Memorials
Alex
Arwen LaCroix
Bailey 
Belushi
Beowolf Rodeheffer
Bozo
Buddy
Callie Milhoan
Carissa
Charlie
Charlie Stover

Chica
Chloe
Curiosity
Ellie Mae
Ellie Porter
Franklin
Georgous
Girlfriend
Gucci
Hallie Freeman
Huckleberry Ritzman

Kiva Helm
Lamar Longo
Lincoln
Loki Webb/Davis
Mamacita
Meo & Beep 
Millie Anderson
Monk
Moose Morand
Noche
Oakley

Arthur "Dick" Dixon
Bruce Pepper
Charles Newcomb 
Collin Carey 
Dick Dixson

Dick Maddox 
Dick Pabst
Erin Christine Kelly
Jenny Bunch 
Jewell Dejong

Lily
Linda
Mary Harding Eiseman
Mary Van Ackren 
Nathan Brady 

In Kind Superstars:
Rocky Mountain Lumber

Karen Watkins
Karen Dudnikov
Karen & Gary Masden
Karin Adams
Katherine & Dan Larkin
Katherine Henley & Michael
Schwartz
Kathy Bassett
Kay Litz
Kayla Koulouvaris
Keith and Kay Krebs
Kelly Aldridge
Kenneth & Donna Nicholas-
Griesel
Kenneth & Sharon Tiegs
Kent & Mary Ann Davidson
Kevin St Croix
Kim Seewoester
Kimberly & Lawrence Galvin
Kitty Fiorentino
Kroger
Larry Dusza
Larry & Ida Hansen
Larry and Janet Linn
Laura McCrain
Laura's Dog Training
Lauren Johnson
Leland and Diane Lively
Liam Junk
Linda Swanson
Linda Barczi
Liz & Jim Loring
Lois Huyck
Louise Olsen-Marquez
Lucy Achenbach
Lund Eye Care
Lynda Shelman
Lynn Fish
Maria Martin
Maria Weber & James Bassett
Maria Irwin
Marianne Dennin
Marla Lucero
Marlene Stott
Marsha Gray
Mary Hoffius
Mary Trauner
MaryBeth Moser
Matthew & Amy Nuckols
Matthew & Heather Simpson
Merilee Daugherty
Michael & Brita Sugaski
Michael & Britt Ravnan Ebinger
Michael & Linda Brazil
Michael & Samar Fay
Michael and Gail Ryan
Michael Frank Perschbacher
Miller Rentals LLC
Monarch Investment &
Management Group
Monette & Butch Butler
Moonlight Pizza

"Hi there! I'm Donovan,

currently available for adoption

through AVHS. I wanted to

thank everyone who donates to

AVHS- you're helping so many

animals just like me find loving

homes!"

Mr. and Mrs. Broudy
Nancy Dominick
Nancy & James Johnson
Nicki Evans
Norman & Colleen Wheelock
P David Adams
Pati & John McNeil
Patricia Diedrich
Patricia Duletsky
Patricia & Theodore VanHintum
Patricia and Leonard Lucero
Patrick & Brenda Bray
Patrick & Diane Kirkwood
Patty Skahan
Paul & Paula Sazonick
Paul and Cynthia Wilson
Peggy Jean Allen
Peter Windfeldt
Peter Neff
Phil & Shirley Pekala
Phillip Deluca
Phillip & Kathleen Carey
Randy Garrison
Ray & Kathy Steffa
Rene Frazee
Rhonda Myers
Richard & Jane Shoemaker
Robert Engel
Robert Reber
Robert Steinberg
Robert Osborne
Robert & Jennifer Kepner
Robert & Karen Backofen
Robert & Mardelle Vonderohe
Robert & Mohanta Schalit
Robert and Katherine Grether
Robert and Kathleen Truitt
Roberta Hoy
Rochelle Marie Hanes
Rodney & Lorene Farney
Roger Miller
Roger & Candy Minke
Ronald & Bertha Burns
Ronald & Susan Nies
Russ Berry
Russell & Linda Colling
Ruth & Steve Lander
Ryan Drengler
S R & J M Reid
Salida Greenhouse

Sally Mather
Sandra Starnaman
Sandra Lukas
Sarah Baker
Sarah Garrity
Sarah & Bob McMahon
Scott Birmingham
Scott and Rebecca Leonard
Shannon Hewling
Sharilyn & Paul Braly
Sharon Jahr
Sharon Heiber
Sharon Urbas Alcalay
Shelley Mayer
Sherri Layne Hamilton
Stacey Verhoeven
Stacie McWilliams
Stanley Upchurch
Stanley & Melanie Cymansky
Stephen & Patricia Gano
Stephen and Linda Taylor
Steve Duhaime
Steve & Genevieve Borbas
Steve & Kathy Matre
Steven Van Wicklen
Su Casa! Furniture & Sleep
Shop
Sue Snively
Susan Hess
Susan Wolfe
Susan Benes
Teresa & Roger Moen
Terrence Nottingham
Terri and William Mantia
Terry Phillips
Terry & Barb Smith

Terry and Mary Ann Williams
Thelma Felt
Thomas Pahnke
Thomas Small
Thomas Crocombe
Thomas & Brenda Covert
Thomas & Gail Clark
Thomas & Jolene Weir
Tom & Carol MacKelvie
Tom & Joan Miller
Tracy Smith
Valley of the Sun United Way
Veronica Dice
Vona Lantz
Walter & Donna Weber
Wayne & Judy Querry
Wayne and Kathy Ridlon
Wendy and James Oliver
William Mehos
William & Jean Dyer
William & Nancy Brunell
William and Maryann Potocnik
Yda & Richard Mobley
Your Best Friends' Mobile Vet -
Dr. Beth Ritchie
Yvonne DiCarlo
Zoe Larson

Neil 
Orthel Family
Peg Louch
Phyllis Kittel
Randy Garrison 

Rob Gulden
Robert Wichmann
Sarah Kathleen Grigsby-Reiser

Indy Roberts
Izzy 
Izzy McGee
Jake & Max
Joey
Junebug
KC
Kersey Pintane
Kira Landers
Kirby Davidson 
Kiva

Pal Martin
Peanut
Pup Benedict
Quigley 
Riley
Roscoe
Rosie & Lyric
Sam
Shiloh Johnson
Shorty 
Spice

Stella Heller/Faust
Teche
Teddy
Tipper
Tot Harris
Tundra
Ugon Miller/Lucas
Ullr
Vega
Wilbur
Winston Beery

Zeke
Zoom
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701 Gregg Drive
Buena Vista, CO 81211

*return service requested*

DONATE VOLUNTEER EMAIL CONNECT
$10 can

help an animal
sign up

online today
stay up-to-date
on AVHS news

connect with 
AVHS online

SAVE THE DATE-  VIRTUAL Bow Wow Fi lm Fest ival ,  February 2021  

701 Gregg Drive, Buena Vista, CO 81211
(719) 395-2737  www.ark-val ley.org


