
PAW PRINTS

care, behavior and training support, supplies,
and adoption counseling. AVHS continues to
provide all regular services by appointment,
including stray reclaims, animal
relinquishments and adoptions, spay/neuter
programs, and pet cremation services.  Stray
animals continue to be admitted to both our
shelter locations 24/7 with the assistance of
law enforcement officers.  With community
members providing direct animal care, AVHS
staff can safely practice social distancing while
focusing even more on providing community
support and expanding our programs.  These
programs now include a pet food bank,
boarding for pet owners in crisis, greater
trap/neuter/return support for feral cats, and
growing collaborations with human service
organizations.  These are uncertain times and
we look to the future with readiness to adapt to
changing community needs and we are finding
new ways to respond to animal homelessness
and end its root causes.  Wishing you all a
safe and healthy summer.  Thank you for all
the ways you are supporting animals during
this time.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Amber van Leuken
AVHS Executive Director
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During this Safer at Home time we are getting into new
routines and so are the animals.  For those of you who
saw the photos in March of our completely empty
kennels, I’ve no doubt you were as amazed as we
were.  The stay at home order had motivated us to find
foster care for as many animals as possible and the
response from our community was incredible.  However,
the most amazing thing of all is that we’ve maintained
empty kennels thanks to volunteers continuing to open
their homes to dogs and cats in need of shelter.  Last
month we posted a photo on our Facebook page of a
dog that arrived at the shelter as a stray.  She had
climbed up onto the front desk and was relaxing against
the computer waiting for her human mom to come pick
her up.  We joked that the word was out that shelter
animals have been in foster homes for two months, so
now when new dogs show up at the shelter as strays
they refuse to go into a kennel.  We’ve shared many
recent happy tails of dogs and cats being adopted
directly from foster homes and it begs the obvious
question; will animal sheltering ever be the same
again?  Two pregnant dogs gave birth in foster homes
and their puppies were raised and socialized there. 
With pet adoption applications now online, and adoption
counseling being provided by phone and video calls,
each puppy, when old enough, went directly from their
foster home to their adoptive homes. Our animal care
technicians, who six months ago spent half of each day
cleaning, are now animal ambassador case workers that
develop a relationship with the foster parents and
animals they oversee, providing necessary veterinary 
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Inside Scoop...



2

We wish we could have spent National Volunteer
Appreciation Week with you, and can't wait to
see everyone again! We want to give a special

thanks to all our volunteers who are still helping
out by fostering, writing humane education
articles, gardening, fundraising and making

portraits for our Good Pet/Bad Portrait
Fundraiser! 

Freedom Ride Photos! 
Thank you to everyone who adopted an animal! 
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Our BRAND NEW Good Pet/Bad Portrait Fundraiser was a
hit!
THANK YOU To all of our amazing volunteer artists who donated their

time and talents to make this fundraiser possible. You helped us raise

over $3,300 for the animals! We hope to hold this fundraiser again next

year, stay tuned! 

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!
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______________________________When the Stay at Home order came for April, we knew it

would be hard to plan an event for mid-May that involved

a crowd of over 100 people (and dogs!) last year. We didn't

want to cancel this great community event, so we decided

to try taking it virtual- a first for Tails on the Trail! Many

amazing supporters participated in the virtual 5k, sharing

photos of their adventures, hikes with dogs, getting fit

with their goats, or taking a cat out for a stroll! THANK

YOU for still embracing our annual dog walk during these

difficult times. We are hopeful that we will safely see you

all in person for next year's event! 

BIG THANK YOU to our
Business Sponsors! 
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3rd Annual Tails on the Trail Goes Virtual! 
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We are available 7 days a week from
12-5:30PM by appointment, please call
us at 719-395-2737 before coming to

the shelter!

Make sure to have a Plan! Develop a buddy system with neighbors or
friends to make sure someone is able to care for your pets if you're
unable to do so. Make a Pet Emergency Kit that includes 3 days of food
and water, Medicine, medical records, collar with id tags, leash,  crate
or pet carrier, a picture of you and your pet together, some familiar
items for your pet (bedding, toys), and bags or litter for cleaning up
after your pet. For more information about pets and COVID-19 find
updates at https://www.ark-valley.org/services/covid-19updates/

 

We asked for help collecting pet food for
community members, and Chaffee County
responded!
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Thanks to everyone who

donated Pet Food and Supplies!

We've delivered food to many

families in need and helped

stock local food pantries. If you

or someone you know is in need

of Pet Food please give us a call

at 719-395-2737. 

Pet Preparedness during COVID-19
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S t a f f

N U M B E R S  T H A T
C O U N T

___________________________________
 

 

A n i m a l s  A d o p t e d

 

L o s t  A n i m a l s  R e t u r n e d  t o

O w n e r  

 

V o l u n t e e r  H o u r s

 

N u m b e r  o f  S p a y / N e u t e r

C o m m u n i t y  A s s i s t a n c e

S u r g e r i e s

MARCH -  MAY RECAP
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Thank you to our Grant Funders!
These foundations and organizations helped with the building project,

general animal care, and spay/neuter

Lauretta Boyd Charitable Trust
 
The Mary Elizabeth Bates Foundation
 

The Dr. Mary E Bates Foundation
 
Alice N Jenkins Foundation
 

27
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234
 



Thank you, Spring Donors! March-May
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Rick and Connie Cameron
River Close
Rob & Carmen Iversen
Robert Daniel JR
Robert McAnally
Robert Reber
Robert Tramaloni
Robert & Mohanta Schalit
Roberta Hoy
Roger Miller
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Ronald Miller
Ruby Osberg
Salida Mountain Sports, Inc.
Sally Mather
Samuel & Caitlin Reese
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Alan Robinson
Alice & Arron Morrison
Always Azul Pottery
Alyce & Jerry Hudnell
Alys Bruffy
Amber Vanleuken
Anastasia Verhoeven
Angela Finn
Animal Assistance Foundation
Anita Powers
Ann Hueter
Ann-Marie Draeger
Anna & Kenneth Gregory
Anne Parker
Arlette Greeno
Aubrey & Mickey Holderness
Beth Carnell
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Bill & Peg Bruckart
Bob & Kate Garwood
Bob and Marilyn Box
Bonnie & Dennis Andermatt-Pfeil
Brenda Kochevar
Brenda and Matthew Nickel
Butala Construction
Butch and Rhonda Butler
Carl J. & Jane M. Reno
Carol Johnson
Caroline Champe
Carolyn Findley
Catherine Hayden
Chaffee County Commissioners
Cheryl Wilderman
Cheryl Faust
Christina Connett
Clifford Mestel
Colorado Pet Overpopulation Fund
Conrad Nelson
Dale Hoffman
Dana Porter
Dana & Sandra Braatz
Dane Davis
David Davidoff
David & Ann Johnson
David & Arlene Aldrich
David & Karen Monroe
Dellina Strelow
Dennis & Brenda Dempsey
DJ Cisco
Don & Pam Dubin
Donald Boyd
Donald & Nancy Nohr
Donna Mausbach
Doris Donkle
Douglas Kane
Ernest Marquez
First Weber Foundation, Inc.
First Weber Realtors
Frankie Lee & Charles Hankins
Fred & Arlene Rollo

Gail Miler
Gardner and Co., LLC
Gary Danhauer
Geoffrey Knox
George Brown
Gordon & Shirley Trask
Graig and Diane Haberman
Greg & Ruth Phillips
Harold & Garnet Bauling
Hazel Bracewell
Helga Adasz
Heritage House Cabinetry, Inc.
Ian & Linda Stewart
Jack Stockton
Janet Mallow
Janet Schott
Jay & Mitzi Leaver
Jean Wilcox
Jeff Yoder
Jeff Schweitzer
Jeffry & Heidi Begin
Jennie Ridgley
Jennifer Ricci
Jeri Swann
Jerry Bevington
Jerry and Julie Henderson
Jim Fox
Jim & Jean Ann McPhetres
Jim and Kathy Achatz
Jo Caissie
Joan Pease
John Dodd
John Zeising
John & Jenny Price
John & Marilyn Coleman
John & Susan Ellis
John Martin Epp
Judith Hamontre
Judith Eyler
Judith Kratky
Judith Dockery
Karen Watkins
Karen Dudnikov
Karen Bowers
Karen Mak
Karen Timbrell
Karina Robinson
Kathy and Arthur Buono
Kay Litz
Kenneth & Eunice Sands
Kenneth & Sharon Tiegs
Kevin & Deborah Wallace
Kristen Moeller
Kristin Mueller
Kristine Clark
Kroger
Larry Payne
Larry & Lily Dusza
Laurie Stiles
Linda West
 

Your contributions to AVHS are invaluable to the lifesaving work we do everyday. The animals we help everyday have
a second chance at life because of you.

Over the Rainbow Bridge
 

"Until one has loved an animal,
 part of one's soul 

remains unawakened."
 -Anatole France

Human Memorials
 
 
 
Pet Memorials
 
 
 
 

Patches
Boy Wonder
Sophie
Raggs
Frank
Wildlife Lost in Fires
Roxy Priest
Boba Ferret
Dozer Goode
 

Ginger Czarnik
Rudy Smythe
Rosie Hansen
Kelly MAscarenas
Chelsea & Cajun Earing
Alana
Sam
George W. 
Scout
 
 

Tina
Baloo 
Ellie Mae
Zeke
Buddy Morgan 
Buddy   
Sam
Gus Goddard
Pumpkin Clements

Caramel & Starfire Brown
Trixie Shull
Argent McKinley-Wimmer
Koda & Caity Doyle
McGee Brown
ZSpooner Zimmerman
All My Pets! 
Shep
Max
 

Sonia Walter
Bud Surber
Ethel Andrews
 

 
Elise Backinger
Willis Surber
Jennifer Pittman
 
 

Ethel
Tomichi

Muriel Warner
Sarah Bergman
 

In Kind Superstars:
Rocky Mountain Lumber
 

Sarah & Bob McMahon
Sarah-Jane Maynard
Scott & Robertina Erler
Sharilyn & Paul Braly
Sharon Jahr
Shelley Mayer
Sherri Layne Hamilton
Stacie McWilliams
Stanley Upchurch
Stefani Franklin
Stephen and Linda Taylor
Steve & Genevieve Borbas
Terry and Mary Ann Williams
The Kersting Team LLC
Theresa Casey
Theresa Ulrich
Tom Purvis
Tommie Hughes
Tracy Linza Electric Inc.
Valley of the Sun United Way
Vino Salida Wine Cellars
W.E. and Donna Talbert
Wallbangers Sports Bar
William & Jean Dyer
William and Janet Raisch
Your Best Friends' Mobile Vet -
Dr. Beth Ritchie
Yvonne DiCarlo

"Hi there! I'm Pablo, currently

available for adoption through

AVHS. I wanted to thank everyone

who donates to AVHS- you're

helping so many animals just like

me find loving homes!"
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701 Gregg Drive
Buena Vista, CO 81211

 
*return service requested*

DONATE VOLUNTEER EMAIL CONNECT
$10 can

help an animal
sign up

online today
stay up-to-date
on AVHS news

connect with 
AVHS online

SAVE THE DATE-  PHOTO CONTEST STARTS 6/29/2020

701 Gregg Drive, Buena Vista, CO 81211
(719) 395-2737  www.ark-val ley.org


