
PAW PRINTS

In the early 2000s, when I first volunteered
at AVHS, animals were turned away at our
doors for lack of space.  With the growth of
AVHS’s spay and neuter programs that offer
free services to Chaffee County pet owners,
coupled with the growth of funding to
support these programs, we have seen a
drop in the number of unwanted litters. 
Two-thousand-seventeen was the first year
in AVHS’s history that we had kennel space
to transfer in cats from another shelter.  Last
year, while successfully operating as an
open admission shelter for Chaffee County,
15% of dogs and cats received at AVHS
came from outside of our county.  It feels
amazing to be able to not only help all local
homeless animals, but to extend that help to
neighboring counties when space allows. 
 These live-saving successes wouldn’t be
possible without the help of our wonderful
foster parents, adopters, and donors.  Thank
you for your support!
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Amber van Leuken
AVHS Executive Director
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Inside Scoop...
Spring is a time for renewal and new life.  Usually we
start to see kittens as things warm up, but unexpectedly,
in February, we received two pregnant dogs.  One was
surrendered from someone who lives in a neighboring
county and the other was found by a local resident on an
out-of-state road trip.  Next thing we knew, puppies were
born, thankfully in one of our foster homes.  At the time
of this writing we are expecting the second round of
puppies soon.  Everyone loves pictures and videos of
puppies and kittens and they are so sweet to cuddle. 
 Yet here at the shelter we see the results of unintended
breeding, which sadly often results in homelessness for
litters of puppies and kittens and their moms.  We are
fortunate to live in a community that responds to this
plight in effective ways.  We receive donations and grant
support to ensure that every shelter cat and dog is
spayed or neutered prior to adoption.  We have foster
homes that take on the incredible work of caring for
pregnant and nursing cats and dogs and their kittens
and puppies.  We have adopters that open their homes
to these animals once it is time for them to find new
hopes.  Here in Chaffee County, this equation works,
and we are able to save 98% of the animals that come
through our doors.  Not all communities are so fortunate
and we don’t have to look far, whether it is a drive
through New Mexico or a visit to the crowded shelters on
the Front Range, to see the unfortunate effects of
unintended breeding.  As some of you reading may
remember, not far ago in our history, Ark-Valley Humane
Society was also crowded with unwanted dogs and cats.
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We lost an amazing AVHS supporter this winter

when Phyllis Kittel passed. She had been

involved with the shelter immensely as a

volunteer, foster, board member, and donor.

Phyllis was inducted into the AVHS Hall of

Fame in 2018 for her outstanding contributions

to AVHS over the years. Additionally Phyllis

established a legacy endowment for the

continued support of AVHS.  We want to

celebrate the vibrancy that Phyllis brought to

the shelter and everyone she knew. She is

dearly missed. Her family plans to hold a

memorial for her in July. 

Freedom Ride Photos! 
Thank you to everyone who adopted an animal! 
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In Memory of
Phyllis Kittel  

Thank You to the employees of
Collegiate Peaks Bank in Salida
who gave over $575 in dog food
and toys as Christmas gifts to the

animals of AVHS! We are so
thankful for your generosity! 
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______________________________

Shout out to our Bow

Business Sponsors: 

We saw a record turn out at our 3rd time hosting the

Bow Wow Film Festival with the Salida SteamPlant.

Almost every seat was full! The variety of short films

were emotional, uplifting and educational. At

intermission Executive Director Amber Van Leuken

and staff took the stage and announced the great

news that long-time resident Bubba had been

adopted that day, Board Member and AVHS

foster/adopter Sarah McMahon brought her dog Ellie

up and spoke of her experience training a partially

blind and deaf dog, and some fun raffle prizes were

given away! We can't wait to see what next year's

Bow Wow has in store! Thanks for everyone who

came out!  You helped us raise over $1400 for the

shelter! 
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3rd Annual Bow Wow Film Festival 

Thank you to everyone who came out to
Craft for a Cause! You helped raise $180!

BV Drug for chooses AVHS as
one of three charities to

receive donations through
gift wrapping during the

holiday season!  Thanks BV
Drug! 
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For 16 years Betty Brooks has been involved in helping the cats at
the Ark-Valley Humane Society.  For 10 of those years she fostered
several
kitten litters in her home.  Betty says, “It was such fun naming the
kittens, which at that time all their names had to start with the same
letter.”  She would be told you have the “S” litter, and she and her
granddaughter, Laura, had fun thinking up names.  She set aside
one of her rooms in her house for this purpose until they were old
enough to interact with her two cats, who also came from the Ark-
Valley Humane Society.  She felt it was very important to socialize
these kittens and introduce them to various household noises and
even her daughter’s dogs, so they would become very adoptable. 
One of the most interesting times was when she was given a
pregnant mother one late afternoon and by early morning the next
day the cat had a litter of five. 
All was going well until three days later the mother, who had been a
stray, just couldn’t feed the babies and all seemed lost.  Her
daughter, Susan Wolfe, quickly called a local vet who was a friend
who told her to start feeding all the cats a mixture of mashed
banana and Karo syrup.  It revived all of them, but then hand
feeding of the kittens had to be done every few hours around the
clock for weeks.  “We saved them all!”
During her 16 years of volunteering, she began cleaning the cat
cages twice a week, but after four years chose Sunday mornings
as her only day. About this time Susan joined her and for the last
12 years they have cleaned together or covered for each other
when one or the other had to go out of town. During the 12 years
Susan Wolfe has volunteered, she also fostered animals, including
a litter of rabbits and a litter of puppies.  
 

Volunteers Betty &
Susan retire after over
15 years of service 
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Susan says, “The danger of fostering these
animals is that I fall in love with them and end
up keeping some of them.  I have owned two
of the rabbits, two of the dogs and five of the
cats.” This month Betty turns 90 and she feels
it is time to finally “retire”.
It’s getting harder to get up on the stepstools or
down on the ground to
clean the cages, though she intends to
continue coming in and spending time petting
the cats.



Board of  Directors
John Ellis, Chair

 
Cindy Klinedinst, Vice Chair

 
Sarah McMahon, Treasurer

 
Ruth Phillips, Secretary

 
Melissa Berndt-Snyder

 
Greg Phillips

 
Terri Buchanan

 
Ruby Osberg

 
Tom Purvis

Amber van Leuken, 
Executive Director

 
Johny Sandoval,

Operations Manager
 

Amanda Racicot,
Medical Manager

 
Emy Luebbering,

Outreach Manager
 

Jenna Geldreich,
Volunteer Coordinator & 

Behavior Lead
 

Jillian Garza
 

Nikki Ritter
 

Krissy Zic
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S t a f f

N U M B E R S  T H A T
C O U N T

___________________________________
A n i m a l s  R e c e i v e d

 

A n i m a l s  A d o p t e d

 

L o s t  A n i m a l s  R e t u r n e d  t o

O w n e r

 

L i v e  R e l e a s e  R a t e

 

A v e r a g e  L e n g t h  o f  S t a y  

 

V o l u n t e e r  H o u r s

 

N u m b e r  o f  S p a y / N e u t e r

C o m m u n i t y  A s s i s t a n c e

C o u p o n s  G i v e n

2019

651

194

98%

147
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390

2,200

21
 



Thank you, Winter Donors! December-February

Elizabeth Lewis
Ellen Maurer
Emily Duncan
Eric Warner
Eugene & Mary Schwarz
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
First Colorado Land Office
Flo Chrusciel
Forrest Whitman
Frank Emory
Frank & Kathryn Grimo
Frankie Lee & Charles Hankins
Franklin and Marilyn Moore
Franz Wuerfmannsdobler
Fred & Arlene Rollo
Fred & Theresa Robison
Fredric & Dianna Walter
Gail Pelican
Gail Keeley
Gail Miler
Gale Shaw
Galen & Linda Moltz
Gardner and Co., LLC
Gay Poppe
Gayle Green
George Brown
Gladys Bartz Foundation
Gordon & Shirley Trask
Greg McDonald
Greg & Ruth Phillips
Gregory & Edie O'Connor
Grover and Ginger Horst
Hayden and Kimberley Mellsop
Helen TDA Holdings, LLC
Helga Adasz
Helmut Kanoldt
HJ & Bonnie Konowitz
Holly Fulton
Investigations Law Group
J.F. & Janet McMurry
Jack Lee
Jaime Lamp & Marcus Klump
James Schaufelberger
James & Flora Sanders
James & Holly Householder
James & Mary Woyar
James and Sally Kriebel
Jamie Hoover
Jamie Leighton
Jane Templeton
Jane Cisco
Jane & James Hayes
anet Mallow
JJanet Robison
Janet McCabe
Janet Varnum
Janet Schott
Janice Toniazzo
Janice and Daniel Schmidt
Janna Blanter
Jay & Jamie Scoggins
Jean Leeper
Jean Wilcox
Jean Gross
Jeanine Zeman
Jeff Meyer
Jeffrey and Carol Chartier
Jennie Ridgley
Jennifer Coady
Jennifer & Christopher Swan
Jerome & Cathy L'estrange
Jerri Doran
Jerry and Elizabeth Miller
Jessica Young
Jim & Dennis Ann Strong
Jim & Jean Ann McPhetres
Jim & Rose Seavey
Jim and Barbara Re
Jo Ann Coggins
Joanie Barbier
Joanie Monroe & James Van Every
 

Your contributions to AVHS are invaluable to the lifesaving work we do everyday. The animals we help everyday have
a second chance at life because of you.
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Over the Rainbow Bridge
 

"Until one has loved an animal,
 part of one's soul 

remains unawakened."
 -Anatole France

Human Memorials
 
 
 
Pet Memorials
 
 
 
 

Abby
Ace
Alana
Alexa
Angie
Angus, Ivan, Alex,
Eva
Auy, Aspen, Hope
Bandit/Kenosha/
Kelley
Beaure Gaurde
Buttons Chism
Chaco
Chica
Chipeta
Chloe
 

Chuck Snively
Cili
Cooper
Daisy
Decoy
Destiny
Dodi
Doofus
Doxie
Duke
Ellie 
Ellie Mae
Ethel
Francine
Gama
 

Gracie
Gypsy
Hanna Banana
Heartfelt's Hope
Sutphin
Huli Schoger
Jessie Denton
Jojo
Joy Lewis
Kitty Kitty Tuma
Koala Bears of
Australia
Louie Krayna
MacArthur
Soldo/Begalle
 

Mama Kitty
Matilda
McKenzie Litvay
Mia Meow Katt
Missy 
Missy Siuyre
Mocha
Mogley
MoJo
Molly
Momma Kitty
Mr Toast 
My fur people who
have passed over the
Rainbow Bridge
 

Alma Owens
Brandon
Collin Carey 
Doris (O'Leary) Grasnliek

Mykee Clements
Patches
Petey Clements
Pierre
Prince 
Puff
Redford, Meggie, Rasta,
Murphy, Chester, Smudge,
Scooch & Izzy Knucklehead
Rhodie
Rufus
Rufus Koch
Sam  
Sam the beautiful berner
Scruffy 

 
Linda Mehos
Marten Peggy Dice
Phyllis Kittel
PuppyWill Brown
 

Shadow
Shilow
Sissy 
Sister
Sophia
Sophie
Spook 
Stormy
Sweetie Hargrove
Symi
Taffy
Tate
Tifa
Zolba

Robert Kratky
Ryan Stanley
Sarah Bergman
Sonia Walter
 

Steve Werner
Victor K Seidel III

In Kind Superstars:
Rocky Mountain Lumber
Dicarlo Fine Art
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Aaron & Candace Koehn
Adam Miller
Adelaide Leavens
Alan Warholoski
Alan and Barbara Seeling
Alison Peticolas
Alison Brown
Alison Hammond
Amanda Hopkins
Amber Vanleuken
Amy Jo and Jack Close
Andrea Wilkerson
Andrew Ulrich
Animal Assistance Foundation
Anita Mumm
Anita Powers
Ann Hueter
Ann & Henry Klaiman
Annabelle Schultz
Annette Dickinson
Anonymous Donor
Anthony Sanchez
Anthony & Donna Miller
Arlette Greeno
Astrid & Jon Tucker
Aubrey & Mickey Holderness
Averi Schaubman & Bruce Stoebner
Barbara Clark
Barbara Snyder
Bark Valley Dog Club
Barry Goldmuntz
Becky Adams
Beth Roberts
Beth Carnell
Beverly Freeman
Bill Urbanowski
Bill & Junia Fitzgerald
Bobbie Walsh
Brandi Blade
Breckenridge Grand Vacations
Brenda Kochevar
Bruce & Mary Hall
Buena Vista  Drug, Inc.
Buena Vista Custom Mill Works
BV Tool and Equipment Rental
Buffie Elizabeth Clarke
Cafe Dawn
Cameron Postle
Carl & Rosanne Pearson
Carl and Mary Lantz
Carl J. & Jane M. Reno
Carlos & Nancy Bernal
Carol Whitaker
Carol Padlick
Carol Johnson
Carol Higgins
Carol & Floyd Fauser
Carole Smith
Carole Feese
Caroline Champe
Carolyn Nagusky
Carolyn Findley
Carolyn Dietz
Carolyn & Jon Clark
Cary Carlson
Cary & Dave Unkelbach/ Olmstead
Catherine Latta
Cathie Dill
Chaille Womack
Charles and Jan Vashus
Charles and Judy Fowler
Charlotte Karls
Cheryl Cook - McCoy
Cheryl McBride
Cheryl Earnest
Cheryl Wilderman
Cheryl & Mark Walter
Chris McGinnis
Chris & Emily Lansing
 

Christine Myers
Chuck Sumner
Cindy Lawrence
Cindy and Daryl Klinedinst
CL Rumsey
Claudia Kershaw
Clifford Kennie
Clifford Mestel
Col Martha J M Kelley
James A Mowbray
Collegiate Peaks Bank
CO Gives Community First
Conrad Nelson
Craig Hegeman
Criselle Tuckel
Crissey Smith
Csilla Depue
Cyndi Rader
Dale Hoffman
Dale & Carole Passmore
Dale and Mary Jean Clark
Damon & Joy Lange & Jackson
Dana Brandon
Danhauer
Daniel Smith
Daniel & Christine Dziennik
Daniel & Michelle Mudd
Darren Fitzgerald
Dave & Rachel Weinzimmer
David Martin
David Easterling
David Collyer
David & Amy McCrary
David & Ann Johnson
David & Arlene Aldrich
David & Karen Monroe
David & Kathryn Cook
David & Pat Hensley
David and Catherine Wood
David and Debra Roberts
David and Diane Connaughton
David and Jacqueline Williams
David and Sharon Weddle
DBA Soulcraft Brewing
Dean & Marsha Edwards
Debi Duggan
Deborah Farrell
Delaine Duprey
Denise Micciche
Dennis McClure
Dennis & Barbara Meinecke
Dennis & Brenda Dempsey
Dennis & Julie Weber
Diana Reese
Diana Porter
Dianne Siewert
Dianne Rissman
Diesslin Structures Inc
Doc the Handyman
Dog Works Creative K9 Fitness
Donald Boyd
Donald & Cheryl Russell
Donna Mausbach
Doreen Sumerlin
Doris Carney
Douglas Mann
Dr. Alan & Elaine Adams
Dr. Dennis Nosek
Duff Lacy
Dvora Kanegis
Dwitts, Inc.,
Todd and Belinda Tipton
E. Michael Senter
Edgar 'Ed' and Margaret Butler
Edson Kerrigan
Elaine & Ralph Padoven
Elisabeth Evans
Elise Backinger
Elizabeth Sutphin
Elizabeth Ritchie

esJoAnne J. Allen
Joel Van Cleve
John Hoffman
John Sullivan
John Polenek
John Leck
John & Barbara Groy
John & Jenny Price
John & Susan Ellis
John & Virginia Nale
John and Dorothea Gauss
John and Maryann Longwell
John and Susan Klinsing
John Walker and Roxann Moore
Jonnalee and Christopher Holmes
Joseph & Deborah Bowes
Joyce Kohler
Joyce Smith
Joyce & Tom Peryam
JR & DE Tetirick
Judith Daniels
Judith Hamontre
Judith Kratky
Judith Sumner
Judith I Retz
Judy Wagner
Judy Riley
Judy Haines
Juergen Daub
Julie Macleod
June Nakamura
Kaleidoscope Toys
Karen Young
Karen Smith
Karen O'Connell
Karen Bowers
Karen Watkins
Karen & Joseph Lyczak
Katherine Petriwsky
Katherine & Dan Larkin
Katherine Henley & Michael Schwartz
Kathie Walsh
athleen Gates
Kathleen & Richard Sharpe
Kathrine Knittel
Kathryn Levin
Kathryn & Roger Coit
Kay Litz
Keith E. Boyd Pump Service, Inc.
Kelly Aldridge
Kelly & Thomas Rosback
Ken & Kim Luedke
Kendall Carlson
Kenneth & Donna Nicholas-Griesel
Kenneth & Sharon Tiegs
Kent Montgomery
Kent & Mary Ann Davidson
Kim Kitchen
Kim & Alan Schwarz
Kindra Hardy-Johnson
Kirk & Marcy Scheidt
Kristen Knoll
Kristy Falcon
Kroger
Lance and Alice Morie Sawyer
Larry Jack
Larry Payne
Laura McCrain
Laura & Ethan James
Laurie Weller
Layne Kottmeier
Leanne Read
Leila Paulson
Lelia Coveney
Leonard and Margaret Baldini
Leonarda Teach
Lillian Bender
Linda Reinhold
Linda Brazil
Linda Nyberg
Linda Brammer
 

Linda Cook
Linda & Michael Forman
Lisa Fitzgerald
Lisa Leach
Lois HuyckK
Loralyn Brabson
Lorene Frank
Lou Ann Dixon
Louise Fish
Louise Vail
Lucy Achenbach
Lynn Fish
Lynn Schultz-Writsel
Lynn A and Marybeth Anderson
Lynnette Franchi
Malcolm and Edith Sillars
Marc & Alison Bessho
Maria Irwin
Marie Evans
Marilyn & William Swegart
Mark Green
Mark Irwin
Mark & Debra Longuski
Mark & Leslie Zander & Champ
Martha Kriske
Martha Shoup
Martha Maurine Stevens Trust
Martin & Kim Eos
Martin Feed
Mary Gallagher
Mary Trauner
Mary Francis
Mary Ann Banach
Mary Carlisle Ellis
Mary Lou McCausey
Matt & Jessica Bennett
Matthew & Catherine Simpson
Matthew & Jeana Meinert
Megan Earl
Merilee Maupin
Michael Craca
Michael & Lacey Scott
Michael & Terry Barkett
Michael and Gail Ryan
Michael and Kay Neises
Michelle Morrissette
Michelle Gunsher
Michelle & Sean West Leach
Michol Foreman
Mike & Cindy Newell
Mike Keesey & Tiffany Wilson
Mireille Key
Monette & Butch Butler
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Conover
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Little
Muriel Warner
Myrna Cunningham
Nancy Carroch
Nancy Bowsher
Nancy Dominick
Nancy Taylor
Nancy Crassweller
Nancy Glasgow
Nancy Mallet
Nancy Goldenberg
Nancy & James Johnson
Natural Grocers
Nellie Fox
Nelson & Linda Post
Nicki Evans
Nina Carey
Norman & Colleen Wheelock
Oveja Negra
P David Adams
Paige & Joe Judd
Pam Smith
Pamela Simpson
Pamela Dowd
Patricia Duffy
Patricia Duletsky
Patricia Watson
Ralph & Betsy Sivyer

Patricia & Theodore VanHintum
Patricia and Leonard Lucero
Patrick & Brenda Bray
Patsy & Robert Ochs
Patti & Steve Arthur
Patty Skahan
Paul Brown
Paul Harris
Paul and Cheryl Rauschke
Penney Sue
Penni Evans
Peri & Edward Solder
Phil & Shirley Pekala
Quinn Macleod
Rachele Vierthaler
Randall & Doris Peters
Rene Frazee
Renee Norfleet
Richard Bornhurst
Richard Spradlin
Richard & Debra Brown
Richard & Jane Shoemaker
Richard and Gloria Rudolph
Rick & Kathleen Dietz
Rick and Connie Cameron
Rita Krasnow
Rob & Carmen Iversen
Robert Osborne
Robert Garwood
Robert Pierron
Robert Engel
Robert Reber
Robert Tramaloni
Robert & Kathy Crowther
Robert & Mardelle Vonderohe
Robert & Marilyn Frykholm
Robert & Mohanta Schalit
Robert and Kathleen Truitt
Robert and Leslie Kilborn
Robert and Rita Hartung
Robert Baxter Pharr
Robert Sander or Linda Mulka
Roberta Hoy
Ronald Carlson
Ronald Chalian
Ronald Miller
Ronald & Bertha Burns
Roxanne Clark
Ruby Osberg
Russell & Linda Colling
Ruth Lander
Salida Elks Lodge #808 BPOE
Salida Greenhouse
Sally Mather
Samuel & Caitlin Reese
Sandi Cliff
Sandra Lukas
Sangre De Cristo Electric Association
Sarah Hudelson
Scott & Jacqueline Fisher
Scott & Patty Erchul
Scott & Robertina Erler
Scott and Rebecca Leonard
Scott Mountain Rentals, LLC
Sea dog Sailing
Sew Creative
Shae Whitney
Sharilyn & Paul Braly
Sharon Jahr
Sharon & Neil Milliken & Walter
Sharon Kale and Geoffrey Sanders
Shawna Paulin
Shelley Mayer
Shelly Carlos
Sherri Layne Hamilton
Sherry Thomas
Smucker and Associates
 

Sohl Julia
Souled Out T-Shirts
South Main Arts and Parks
Trust
Stacie McWilliams
Stanley Upchurch
Stanley & Janet Schmidt
Stephanie Amend
Steve O'Neill
Steve Duhaime
Steve & Genevieve Borbas
Steve & Kathy Matre
Steve and Mary Plumb
Stotler & Young, PC
Stuart & Janie Allen
Sue Snively
Susan Ramsdell
Susan Bavaria
Susan Wolfe
Susan Hess
Susan & James Borgardt
Susan & Robert Morasko
Susanna Spaulding
Suzanne Isenhower
Suzanne Miller
Teresa & Roger Moen
Terry Andrews
Terry and Mary Ann Williams
The Dr. Mary E. Bates
Foundation Trust Fund
The Mary Elisabeth Bates
Foundation
The Midland Stop
Thelma Felt
Theresa Taylor
Thomas Schaefer
Thomas Pahnke
Thomas & Karen Yerkey
Thomas & Patricia McCauley
Tim & Patty Elliott
Tom Purvis
Tom & Angela Finn
Tom & Joan Miller
Tom R. & Trudi K. Foreman
Valerie Kabler
Valerie & David Martinez
Veronica Dice
Vicki Wiewel
Vicki & Frederic Klein
Vickie and Ed Eberle
Victory Hill 
Vincent Summers
Virgil Spanier
W.E. and Donna Talbert
Warren and Truda Moreau
Wayne Close
Wendi White
Wes Johnson
Wesley & Mary Wagner
William & Arlene Waldorf
William & Jean Dyer
William & Sandra Farrell
William and Maryann Potocnik
YouCare 
Your Best Friends' Mobile Vet 
Dr. Beth Ritchie 
Yvonne DiCarlo
Zona Lewis
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701 Gregg Drive
Buena Vista, CO 81211

 
*return service requested*

DONATE VOLUNTEER EMAIL CONNECT
$10 can

help an animal
sign up

online today
stay up-to-date
on AVHS news

connect with 
AVHS online

SAVE THE DATE-Tails on the trail 5K walk/run IS Sun May 17th !

701 Gregg Drive, Buena Vista, CO 81211
(719) 395-2737  www.ark-val ley.org

Register now at ark-valley.org!


