
PAW PRINTS

Fall is my favorite time of year, with its 
golden colors, blue skies, and a reprieve 
from the flood of animals that come through 
our shelter doors in the summer months. 
 Vacationers and thunderstorms increase 
the number of lost and stray dogs in our 
care.  While kittens born to feral colonies 
increase our feline intake in the warmest 
months.  It is not uncommon for our 17 dog 
kennels and 22 cat kennels to be full on any 
day in July or August, with many animals in 
foster homes, especially kittens.  We had a 
full dog and cat room when I received a 
phone call from the Salida Police 
department that they would be needing our 
assistance with the seizure of a number of 
dogs.  When all was said and done, we 
received 23 chihuahuas that were terrified 
and far from housetrained.  While our staff 
team worked long hours to socialize, clean, 
and care for these dogs, the community 
responded by giving donations and words 
of support, and opening their homes to 
foster many of these dogs when needed. 
 When the dogs were released for adoption, 
partner shelters stepped up by taking some 
of the dogs for adoption at their facilities 
while foster parents and community 
members adopted some as well.  A seizure 
of this size is uncommon for our

shelter, and coupled with the current 
construction project and a normally busy 
summer, we had our hands full.  As a staff team 
we are often reminded that our successes would 
not be possible without the dedicated 
involvement and support of so many members of 
our community.  We are feeling that more than 
ever now, with our building project nearly 
completed and with so many animals in need 
having received care, rehabilitation, medical 
treatment, and loving homes.  Thank you to our 
board members, volunteers, foster parents, 
generous donors, partner organizations, law 
enforcement agencies, and supportive members 
of our community that make all these successes 
not only possible but a reality.  These 
accomplishments are something to be proud of, 
and we look forward to celebrating them!  I hope 
to see you all at our Cause for the Paws event 
on October 18th at the Salida Steamplant, so I 
can personally thank you all, for all you do for 
the animals!   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Amber van Leuken 
AVHS Executive Director 
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Inside Scoop...



Seizure of 23 Dogs
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On Tuesday, July 23rd Ark-Valley Humane Society took in 14 small dogs 
from a Salida home that was declared inhabitable by local officials.  An 
additional dog was received the following day, and 8 more dogs were 
seized on August 21st bringing the total up to 23 dogs from this case.  
 
After caring for these dogs at the shelter for weeks, AVHS was able to 
successfully place many of them into 8 different Salida foster homes, and 
we are so grateful to the Salida community for stepping up and helping in 
this way. So far, 13 of the 23 dogs have been adopted! 
 
Slate, pictured here, was one of the chihuahuas we received. He is so 
happy to now be in a loving home!  
 
 

Happy Tails
Thanks to those who have adopted an AVHS animal this summer!

Thank you High Country Bank for 
Responding to our plea for dog food 
by hosting TWO dog food drives for 

AVHS over the summer! 

Thank you 50 Burger for helping 
raise funds with Pints for a 

Purpose! 
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 Feline & Fido Photo Contest & Calendar 
Update

O u r  t h i r d  a n n u a l  F e l i n e  &  F i d o  

P h o t o  F u n d r a i s e r  r a i s e d  o v e r  

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  A r k - V a l l e y  H u m a n e  

S o c i e t y .  W e ' r e  s o  g r a t e f u l  t o  

t h o s e  t h a t  s u b m i t t e d  t h e i r  p e t ' s  

p h o t o  t o  b e  f e a t u r e d  i n  o u r  2 0 1 9  

c a l e n d a r .  T h e r e ' s  s t i l l  t i m e  t o  

p u r c h a s e  o u r  c a l e n d a r ,  f e a t u r i n g  

o u r  f i r s t  p l a c e  w i n n e r ,  B o w s e r ,  

w h o  r e c e i v e d  2 , 9 0 0  v o t e s !  

C a l e n d a r s  c o s t  $ 1 5  a n d  a l l  

p r o c e e d s  b e n e f i t  t h e  a n i m a l s  w e  

h e l p  e v e r y d a y  a t  A V H S .  

______________________________

Fourth Annual Feline and Fido Photo Contest Winners! 
Thank you to everyone who participated in our Feline 

and Fido Photo Contest! Thanks to you, we raised 

$8,106 for the animals!  

 

1st Place : Barnie 
Barnie was found (wait for it) in a barn at 4 weeks old trapped in a 
small spot. Looked all over for any litter mates or momma but she was 
all alone. Luckily I had other kitties in the house to teach her all she 
needed to know about being a kitty. Most important of all how to look 
adorable for pictures. 

Thank you to our Calendar sponsors! 

2nd Place : Newman & Diego 
Newman & Diego recently passed away this year, within 4 1/2 months of each other. 
Both were rescues. Diego (right) travelled all the way from the beaches of Rosarito 
Beach, Mexico! I could not resist him as I found him looking for scraps as a 3 month old 
puppy, alone and scared. Newman joined our team 9 months later, and became Diego’s 
best friend immediately.Diego & Newman were with me through a lot. My rocks.  

3rd Place : Bodhi 
Bodhi is a 7 month old Aussie and was adopted from Ark-Valley Humane Society at the 
age of 3 months after a bit of a rough start in life. He's a big love bug with a huge 
personality. He loves his older sister, Abby, and tends to relentlessly tease her into 
playing with him. He quite simply brings joy into every space he enters! 
 

Kitty Yoga at AVHS South! 

Thanks to all of our foster parents and to everyone who came out to enjoy this 
fun & relaxing activity to support AVHS. Thank you to all the Yoga Instructors 
who volunteered their time this summer to teach Kitty Yoga with our shelter 
kittens. 
Thank you to the following yoga instructors: Stephanie Helm, Abigail 
Smedly, Michelle Ricci, Ivy Bergemann & Mindy Candee 
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Board of  Directors

S t a f f

John Ellis, Chair 
 

Cindy Klinedinst, Vice Chair 
 

Kay Gardner, Treasurer 
 

Ruth Phillips, Secretary 
 

Melissa Berndt-Snyder 
 

Greg Phillips 
 

Terri Buchanan 
 

Forrest Whitman 
 

Ruby Osberg 
 

Sarah McMahon 

Amber van Leuken, 
Executive Director 

 
Johny Sandoval, 

Operations Manager 
 

Amanda Racicot, 
Assistant Manager/ 

Medical Lead 
 

Emy Luebbering, 
Outreach Coordinator 

 
Jenna Geldreich, 

Volunteer Coordinator & 
Behavior Lead 

 
Courtney Boutwell 

 
Jillian Garza 

 
Lily Dobberpuhl 

 
April Phillips 

 
 
 
 

Lauretta Boyd Charitable Trust 
 
The Mary Elizabeth Bates Foundation 
 

Thank you to our Grant Funders!
These foundations and organizations helped with the building project, 

general animal care, and spay/neuter

N U M B E R S  T H A T
C O U N T

___________________________________

A n i m a l s  A d o p t e d  

 

L o s t  A n i m a l s  R e t u r n e d  t o  

O w n e r  

 

V o l u n t e e r  H o u r s  

 

N u m b e r  o f  S p a y / N e u t e r  

C o m m u n i t y A s s i s t a n c e  

C o u p o n s  G i v e n

June through August  

123

54

576

64
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The Dr. Mary E Bates Foundation 
 
Alice N Jenkins Foundation 
 



Thank you, Summer Donors! June-August
Your contributions to AVHS are invaluable to the lifesaving work we do everyday. The animals we help 

everyday have a second chance at life because of you.

Adela Medina Estes 
Al and Sheila Betzel 
Amber Vanleuken 
Amber Daugherty 
Amy Capshaw 
Anita Powers 
Ann Hueter 
Ann & Henry Klaiman 
Anne Parker 
Annette Dickinson 
Arlette Greeno 
Barbara Marshall 
Barbara Snyder 
Barbara Collins 
Betty & William Walters 
Beverly Werner 
Bill & Esther St. James 
Bill & Junia Fitzgerald 
BL Arnett 
Bob & Kim Schork 
Bob and Marilyn Box 
Bonnie Green 
Brandi Veltri 
Brenda Kochevar 
Brent and Karen Spino 
Brigitte Conner 
Bruce Wamboldt 
Buffalo Schultz 
Butch and Rhonda Butler 
Candace Marthaler 
Carl & Rosanne Pearson 
Carl J. & Jane M. Reno 
Carol Johnson 
Caroline Champe 
Carolyn Findley 
Cecilia Ogasawara 
Christina Connett 
Claudia Kershaw Steve Werner 
Clifford Kennie 
Clifford Mestel 
Cogan Ranch 
Conrad Nelson 
Cyndi Rader 
Cynthia Haack 
Cynthia & John Dykins 
Dana Amundson 
Dani Weismiller 
Daniel Shore 
David Davidoff 
David Scholz 
David Collyer 
David & Amy McCrary 
David & Ann Johnson 
David & Arlene Aldrich 
David and Cindy Phillips 
David and Margaret Arnett 
Dawn Sandoval 
Dean & Marsha Edwards 
Debbie Garcia 
Debra Longuski 
Delaine Duprey 
Della & Tom Sullivan 
Derek Wilson 
Dianne Channell 
Dixie Goldsby 
Don & Pam Dubin 
Donald & Cheryl Russell 
Donna Mausbach 
Donna Hassinger 
Donna Nicholas-Griesel 
Doris & Marvin Knecht 
Douglas Mendelson 
Elaine & Ralph Padoven 
Eleanor Ludwig 
Elizabeth Ritchie 
Ellen Zehnder 
Emily Duncan 
first_name last_name 
Flo Chrusciel 
Frank Emory 
Frankie Lee & Charles Hankins 
Fred and Debora Jackson 
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W e ' r e  s o  t h a n k f u l  

t o   t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  

  p u r c h a s e d  r o o m s    

o r  c a t  c o n d o s  i n  t h e  

n e w  a v h s  a d d i t i o n

Over the Rainbow Bridge
 

"Until one has loved an animal, 
 part of one's soul 

remains unawakened." 
 -Anatole France

Human Memorials 
 
 
 
Pet Memorials 
 
 
 
 

Alex 
Aurora Lusk 
Basil Morgan 
Bear 
Blinky 
Charlie Plumb 
Cookie 
 
 

Crystal 
DeeDee 
Destiny 
Dusty 
Dylan 
Ellie Caldwell 
Ethel Andrews 
 

Gucci 
Hayes 
Jack Gerberich 
Jasper 
Kitty Jacobs 
Lexi White 
Lizzie Cavallo 
 

Lucy 
Luke 
Ms Pinon F Sullivan 
Mystery Tanner 
Nakye 
Paddy 
Peek-a-boo 

Adrienne Shubkagel 
Ed and Ann Cason 
Eunice Harrison 
Ina Burg 
Jan Kennie 
Jane Wright 
 
 Professor Meowington III 

Remmie King 
Riley 
Rockie 
Roxie 
Samantha and Little Man 
Cullen Park 
Sammy 

Jeni Marie Wheatley 
Jennifer Pittman 
Jim Schutz 
Laurie L. Walters 
Robert M. Kratky 
Robert R. Wichmann 
 
 
 

Sasha 
Shaggy 
Simba Milhoan 
Skylar Messick 
Stella Lygrisse 
Tanner 
Toby 
 

Gail Bindner 
Gail Miler 
Gale Shaw 
Galen & Linda Moltz 
Gary & Mary Stevens 
George Brown 
Gerald Noe 
Gerald & Carolyn Vanden Bosch 
Gordon Scholz 
H Ken & Christine Kokrda 
Harley & Penny Hamilton 
Harriet Dygert 
Jaime Lamp & Marcus Klump 
James & Holly Householder 
James and Deborah McCaleb 
James and Sally Kriebel 
Jamie Leighton 
Jane Dougherty 
Jane Cisco 
Janet Mallow 
Jean Wilcox 
Jeffry and Geneva Deardorff 
Jennie Ridgley 
Jerry Bevington 
Jerry and Elizabeth Miller 
Jill Coleman 
Jim Cooke 
Jim & Jean Ann McPhetres 
Jim and Barbara Rees 
Jim and Kathy Achatz 
Jo Caissie 
Jo Ann Rzeppa 
Joan Pease 
Joan Roya 
Jody Antons 
John & Jenny Price 
John & Marilyn Coleman 
John & Marilyn Fields 
John & Susan Ellis 
Joseph and Frances Bowers 
Judith Kinzie 
Judith Kratky 
Judith Hamontre 
Judith Dockery 
Judith & Marcus Schlegel 
Judy Phelps 
Judy Lore 
Judy Leaming 
Karen Watkins 
Karen Dudnikov 
Karen Timbrell 
Karen Bowers 
Karen Dudnikov 
Karen & Gary Masden 
Katherine & Dan Larkin 
Kathryn Levin 
Kathryn Prather 
Kathryn Hall 
Kay Litz 
Kenneth Luedke 
Kenneth Graczyk 
Kenneth Graczyk 
Kenneth & Sharon Tiegs 
Kevin Lundberg 
Kimberly Eos 
Kimberly Kastens 
Larry Payne 
Laurie Cason 
Linda Reinhold 
Linda Walker 
Linda Loman 
Linda Brazil 
Lisa Judd 
Lisa Leach 
Lisa Utrata 
Lisa Rasmussen 
Loren & Carlene Magee 
Lou Ann Dixon 
Louise Vail 
Lynette Wall 
Lynn Fish 
Malcolm and Edith Sillars 
 

Marcia Spiegelberg 
Margaret Smith 
Margaret Bartsch 
Margaret W. & C. Marsh Bull 
Margarget Carroll 
Mariann Mason 
Marianne Katte 
Marilyn Shively 
Marilyn & William Swegart 
Mark and Beth Moore 
Mark and Brenda Wiard 
Marsha Brown & Michael Fischer, MD 
Martha Kriske 
Mary Hoffius 
Mary Trauner 
Mary Jane Cavallo 
Matthew & Leslie Monagle 
Melissa Berndt 
Michael Ramsey 
Michelle Gunsher 
Michelle Gapp 
Nancy Bowsher 
Nancy Clay 
Nancy & Rick Fox 
Neil Reynolds 
Nina Carey 
Norman & Colleen Wheelock 
Oren Dreeben 
Pam Corr 
Patricia Watson 
Patricia Kowerko 
Patricia Mendola 
Patricia Wilson 
Patrick and Shelley Sanders 
Paul and Cynthia Wilson 
Penelope Dunham 
Phyllis Kittel 
Phyllis Waye 
Randal & Elizabeth Amettis 
Renee Halay 
Richard & Joyce Stahla 
Richard and Mary Martin 
Robert Reber 
Robert & Jennifer Kepner 
Robert & Karen Backofen 
Robert & Mardelle Vonderohe 
Robert & Nancy James 
Robert and Katherine Grether 
Roberta Hoy 
Rodney & Lorene Farney 
Ronald Chalian 
Ronald Osterholt 
Rosemary Schiano 
Rosemary Schiano 
Sally Mather 
Samuel & Caitlin Reese 
Sarah Price 
Scott and Rebecca Leonard 
Shannon Keller 
Sharilyn & Paul Braly 
Sharon Scruggs 
Sharon Schutz 
Sharon Jahr 
Sheila Stultz 
Shelley Mayer 
Sherri Hamilton 
Sherry Thomas 
Sheryl Knight 
Shirley Webster 
Stacey Samora 
Stacie McWilliams 
Stephanie Bell 
Stephen and Linda Taylor 
Steve & Genevieve Borbas 
Sue Wall 
Sue Snively 
Sue and Robert Butler 
Susan Ridge 
Susan Hess 
Susan and William Frensley 
Tereasa Michalak 
 

_________________________
Susan & John Ellis Reception Desk 

The Grace Powers Cattery 

High Country Bank Meet & Greet Room 

Diesslin Structures Meet & Greet Room 

Meet & Greet Yard is For The Love Of All Dogs 

Adoptable Cat Room is For The Love Of All Cats 

Reception Area is dedicated in memory of Grant Heilman and 

in honor of my dogs and cats over the years, 

 whose unconditional love made me who I am today 

The Mama Sue Phillips Surgery Suite  

PK Cat Condo 

The Newell's Cat Condo 

ACA Products Cat Condo 

Sangre de Cristo Electric Assn. Cat Condo 

"Hi there, I'm Augie recently 
adopted from AVHS! I wanted to 
thank everyone who donates to 
AVHS-you're helping so many 
animals just like me find loving 

homes!"

Doc the Handyman 
MINI 5280 
Sorelle Delicatessen 
Here's the Scoop 
Brown Dog Coffee Company 
Su Casa! Furniture & Sleep Shop 
Big Sky Ranch Bed and Biscuit 
Fun Street Family Arcade 
Danhauer 
Munderloh 
FOB Rescue 
Pinon Real Estate Group - Buena 
Vista 
Zajaczkowski 
Noah's Ark 
Cornerstone Rentals 
Gladys Bartz Foundation 
 

Terri and William Mantia 
Terry and Mary Ann Williams 
Thomas and Kathleen Delong 
Tom DeLong 
Veronica Dice 
Vic Mabus 
Victoria Jordan 
Vona Lantz 
Walter Sipple 
Wayne Close 
William Mehos 
William & Nancy Brunell 
Yvonne DiCarlo 
Myers 
Neeson Enterprises LLC 
The Kersting Team LLC 
Buena Vista Disc Golf Club 
 

Roger Evans 
Sandra C. Scholz 
Sarah Lee Bergman 
 

Sophee Argys 
Steve Werner

Wagner cats 
Zoe 
Leo 
Carissa 
Maggie 
Keenai 

In Kind Superstar 

Rocky Mountain Lumber

Kroger 
Sangre De Cristo Electric Association 
Colorado Pet Overpopulation Fund 
Grace Church 
High Country Bank - Salida 
Your Best Friends' Mobile Vet - Dr. Beth Ritchie 
Lauretta Boyd Charitable Trust 
Pinon Real Estate Group - Buena Vista 
Gardner and Co., LLC 
Companion Care LLC 
Mr Beauty Skincare, LLC 
GKS Insurance of Salida 
Alpine Culligan Water, LLC 
50 Burger 
The Lost Cajun-Salida 
CoreXpand, LLC



701 Gregg Drive 
Buena Vista, CO 81211 

 
*return service requested*

DONATE VOLUNTEER EMAIL CONNECT
$10 can 

help an animal
sign up 

online today
stay up-to-date 
on AVHS news

connect with  
AVHS online

SAVE THE DATE-CAUSE FOR THE PAWS IS FRIDAY ,  OCT 18th 

701 Gregg Drive, Buena Vista, CO 81211 
(719) 395-2737  www.ark-val ley.org
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Our biggest (and most fun) fundraising event of the year is right around 

the corner! Food, fun games and more-you don't want to miss Cause for 

the Paws at The SteamPlant from 5-8 PM! For more information visit 

Ark-Valley.org/CauseforthePaws

Colorado Gives Day unites all Coloradans in a common goal to strengthen 

the state’s nonprofits by giving to their favorite charities online at 

ColoradoGives.org.

SAVE THE DATE-COLORADO GIVES DAY IS DECEMBER 10TH


