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unleash compassion

Ark-Valley Humane Society is dedicated to
advocating for the welfare of all animals through
compassion and care.
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2016 was a decisive year for Ark-Valley Humane Society. Not only
because it was our 25th anniversary, but also because we immersed
ourselves in implementing radical operational and organizational
changes.
A business’s 25th anniversary is a milestone; a particularly
remarkable achievement in today’s economy. But as with any
business, the Humane Society is no exception, change is not only
inevitable but a necessity to remain relevant.
Looking at a variety of statistics and data points, 2016 was one of
our busiest years in nearly a decade. Through our programs and
services, Ark-Valley Humane Society helped over 1,200 animals. Our
low-cost or no-cost spay/neuter program facilitated 290 surgeries.
The results of that are significantly fewer unwanted and/or abandoned
litters and fewer animals contributing to pet overpopulation.
In 2016, we had an overall increase in the number of animals that
came to our organization. After several years of steadily decreasing
intakes, 2016 marked the first time since 2011 that intakes were up.
With the increase of intakes came a decrease in other ways. We
routinely had empty kennels; not just one or two, but several and
often. I can recall being asked numerous times, ”Where are the cats?”
or “Where are the dogs?” In animal welfare one of the greatest
indicators or insights into how an organization is doing is an animal’s
length of stay (LOS). In other words, how long an animal remains with
the organization, from intake to outcome. In this case, the shorter
amount of time, the better. In 2016 we reduced our LOS by over 2weeks.
Putting it all together, we are helping more animals, using fewer
kennels, and doing so all in a shorter amount of time. This
measurable impact is the result of incredible devotion, tremendous
support, and kindness and compassion for the animals and people.
Thank you for supporting our mission.

Jonathan McDonell
Executive Director

For those we serve, animals and humans.
Inspiring hope and kindness through strength, education and example.
Towards people and pets that find themselves in difficult situations.
In our relationships and partnerships with the work we do.
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100+
Volunteers
donated over
3,500 Hours
of their time

100%
Possible
Thanks to You
Our Supporters

43
Foster Homes
cared for 254
animals in need

Programs
8%
Fundraising
11%

Services
19%
Mill Levy
37%
Grants
13%

Admin Support
22%

Animal Shelter
59%
Donations
30%
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Ark-Valley Humane Society dedicated
to advocating for the welfare of all
animals through compassion and care.

719-395-2737
701 Gregg Drive, Buena Vista, CO 81211
www.ark-valley.org

